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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONER 

OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 


♦ 


TO  THE  UNDER  SECRETARY,  HOME  DEPARTMENT. 


28th  August,  1916. 

Sir, — I- have  the  honour  to  furnish  the  fol¬ 
lowing  particulars  concerning  the  work  of  the 
Department  under  my  control  for  the  year  end¬ 
ing  30th  June,  1916,  together  with  comments 
relative  to  the  public  health  of  the  State  of 
Queensland. 

STATISTICAL. 

The  estimated  mean  population  for  1915 
was  687,010,  as  against  674,932  for  1914,  which 
shows  an  increase  of  12,078.  The  crude  birth 
rate  (births  per  1,000  of  the  mean  population) 
for  1915  amounted  to  29-35,  as  against  29-46  for 
the  preceding  year.  This  compares  favourably 
with  other  countries  appearing  in  the  following 
table,  compiled  from  the  latest  figures  avail¬ 
able  : — 

Crude  Birth  Rate. 


-  Country. 

Year. 

Birth  Rate. 

Queensland 

1915 

29-35 

Commonwealth  . . 

1915 

27-25 

Netherlands 

1913 

28-1 

New  Zealand 

1914 

26-0 

Norway 

1913 

25-2 

Scotland 

1913 

25-5 

Switzerland 

1912 

24-1 

England  and  Wales 

1913 

23-9 

Ireland 

1913 

22-8 

Canada 

1913 

24-0 

France 

1913 

19-0 

Gei-man  Empire  . . 

1912 

28-3 

The  crude  death  rate  (deaths  per  1,000  of 
mean  population)  for  1915  was  11-00;  this  com¬ 
pares  favourably  with  the  other  Australian 
States  and  is  one  of  the  lowest  death  rates  in 
the  world,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  sum¬ 
mary  : — 

•  Death  Rate. 


Country. 

Death  Rate. 

Year. 

Canada 

12-7 

1913 

Norway 

13-2 

1913 

Denmark 

12-5 

1913 

Sweden  . .  *  •  • 

13-6 

1913 

Netherlands 

12-3 

1913 

England  and  Wales 

13-7 

1913 

Scotland 

15-5 

1913 

Switzerland 

14-1 

1912 

Ireland 

17-1 

1913 

France 

17-7 

1913 

Italy 

18-2 

1912 

German  Empire  . . 

15-6  ' 

1912 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  (deaths  under 
one  year  per  1,000  born)  for  1915  was  64-33,  a 
slight  increase  on  the  figures  furnished  for  the 
previous  year. 

The  following  table  of  rates  of  infantile 
mortality  shows  Queensland  to  be  one  of  the 
lowest  of  the  various  countries  quoted : — 


Rates  of  Infantile  Mortality  in  Various  Countries. 


Country. 

Year. 

Infant 
Mortality 
Rate  per 
1,000. 

Queensland 

1915 

64-33 

New  South  Wales . . 

1915 

67-67 

Victoria 

1915 

68-78 

South  Australia  . . 

1915 

67-04 

West  Australia 

1915 

66-54 

Tasmania 

1915 

72-37 

Sweden 

1911 

72 

Ireland 

1913 

97 

Switzerland 

1912 

94 

Denmark 

1913 

94 

Scotland 

1913 

110 

France 

1912 

78 

Canada 

1913 

117 

England  and  Wales 

1913 

108 

Belgium 

1912 

120 

Netherlands 

1913 

91 

Italy 

1912 

130 

German  Empire  . . 

1912 

147 

The  marriage  rate  for  1915  was  8-93.  This 
is  slightly  higher  than  for  the  previous  year 
(8-73),  and  higher  than  that  of  any  other  year 
since  1873  (9-5).  _i 
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The  following  table,  supplied  by  the  Government  Statistician,  summarises  the  principal  vital 
statistics  for  Queensland  for  the  last  decade: — 


Summary  of  Principal  Vital  Statistics  of  Queensland  for  Decade  1906-1915 

(Furnished  by  Government  Statistician.) 


— 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

_ 

1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1.  Estimated  Mean  Population 

2.  Number  of  Births  . 

Rate  per  1,000  Mean  Population  ... 

3.  Deaths  under  1  Year . 

Rate  per  1,000  Born 

4.  Deaths  all*Ages  . 

Rate  per  1,000  Mean  Population... 

5.  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions 

6.  Number  of  Marriages 

Rate  per  1,000  of  Mean  Population 

532,783 
14,019 
26  31 
1,047 
74-7 
5,095 
9-56 
1,565 
3,588 
6-73 

541,204 

14,542 

26-87 

1,122 

77-2 

5,599 

10-35 

1,744 

4,105 

7-58 

555,171 

14,828 

2671 

1,043 

70-3 

5,680 

10-23 

1,796 

4,009 

7"22 

571,044 

15,554 

27-24 

1,119 

71-9 

5,530 

9-68 

1,705 

4,512 

7-95 

592,201 
16,173 
27-31 
1,020 
63-1 
5,145 
9-70 
1,865 
4,769 
8  05 

614,352 
16,991 
27-66 
1,112 
65  "44 
6,544 
10-65 
2,127 
5,169 
8-41 

631,577 

18,758 

29-70 

1,340 

71-44 

6,921 

10-96 

2,270 

5,628 

8-91 

652,555 

19,747 

30-26 

1,249 

63-25 

6,783 

10-39 

2,344 

5,662 

8-68 

1914. 


674,932 

19,883 

29-46 

1,270 

63-87 

6,731 

9-97 

2,414 

5,895 

8-73 


1915. 


687,010 

20,163 

29-35 

1,297 

64-33 

7,559 

11-00 

2,873 

6,135 

8-93 


COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES. 

Particulars  as  to  the  incidence  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  during  the  year  in  the  Brisbane 
metropolitan  area  appear  in  Appendix  I.,  whilst 
those  for  outside  areas  appear  in  Appendix  J. 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

As  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  the  matter 
of  Local  Authorities  providing  hospital  treat¬ 
ment  for  cases  'of  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
as  required  by  section  117  of  11  The  Health  Acts, 
1900-1911,”  has  resulted  in  agreements  being 
entered  into  with  local  hospitals  throughout  the 
State.  The  various  Councils  are  now  responsible 
for  the  payment  of  the  cost  of  treatment,  and 
hospital  ^  funds  by  this  arrangement  .  are  safe¬ 
guarded  ;  moreover,  the  Councils,  in  view  of  the 
expense  that  they  may  be  called  upon  to  bear, 
should  an  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  occur  in 
their  area,  naturally  may  be  expected  to  exercise 
more  care  in  taking  precautionary  measures, 
such  as  the  prevention  of  nuisances,  insisting 
upon  thorough  disinfection  of  premises  being 
at  once  carried  out.  as  well  as  securing  the  early 


isolation  of  the  case,  as  only  by  these  means 
can  good  results  be  expected.  .  Local  Authorities 
have  been  fully  impressed  with  these  facts,  and 
it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  an  improvement  is 
noticeable  in  many  areas  in  respect  to  sanitary 
.  administration. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Although  typhoid  fever  during  the  past 
twelve  months,  at  outside  areas,  shows  an  increase 
over  the  number  of  cases  notified  during  the 
previous  year,  the  excess  is  partly  accounted  for 
by  outbreaks  that  occurred  at  Townsville,  Too¬ 
woomba,  and  Barakula. 

At  Townsville,  'the  outbreaks  occurred  in 
one  end  of  the  town,  spreading  to  a  large,  ex¬ 
tent.  A  thorough  investigation  of  all  premises, 
where  cases  were  removed,  was  undertaken,  and 
the  co-operation,  of  the  Town  Council  was  sought 
in  carrying  out  a  vigorous  prophylactic  cam¬ 
paign.  Circulars  as  per  form  herewith,  as  sug¬ 
gested  by  the  M.I.N.Q.  (4a),  were  printed  and 
distributed  to  all  Public  Departments  and  ware¬ 
houses  : — 


City  of  Townsville. 


ESSaTERIC  OR  TYPHOID  FEVER. 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  HOUSEHOLDERS. 

Typhoid  and  Enteric  Fever  are  different  names  given  to  the  same  disease.  It 
comes  on  rapidly  with  an  increasing  feeling  of  langour  and  weakness,  loss  of  appetite, 
headache  and  very  often  looseness  of  the  bowels.  Feverishness  increases  and  tender¬ 
ness  of  the  abdomen  is  often  noticed.  When  these  symptoms  are  observed. the  patient 
should  be  placed  on  a  diet  of  Roiled  or  Scalded  Milk  and  Medical  Advice  at  once 


obtained.  ,  „  ,  _  __  ,  , 

The  infection  is  given  off  in  the  Bowel  Discbarg-es  and  Urine,  and  may  be  carried 

by  Water,  Milk  and  Flies.  .  ,  . 

Apparently  healthy  persons  may  act  as  “  carriers”  of  typhoid  without  themselves 
suffering.  Convalescents  from  typhoid  may  also  carry  the  disease  in  this  way  for 
vGcirs  8,ftcr 

MOW  TO  PROTECT  YOURSELF  AND  HOUSEHOLD. 


(1.)  Boil  every  drop  of  water  yon  drink  or  filter  through  an  Abbot  or  Pasteur-Chamber- 
land  or  other  good  filter.  The  ordinary  “  drip-stone”  filter  is  worse  than  useless. 
Even  the  efficient  filters  mentioned  must  be  regularly  and  thoroughly  cleansed; 
and  care  must  be  taken  that  filtering  material  does  not  get  cracked. 

(2.)  Scald  all  Milk  before  it  is  used,  and  always  use  boiling  water  to  cleanse  the  jugs  or 
cans  in  which  it  is  kept. 

(3.)  Thoroughly  wash  in  boiled  or  perfectly  clean  water  all  Fruit  and  Vegetables  used 
for  food. 

(4-)  Keep  all  food  carefully  covered  so  as  to  prevent  access  of  Dust  and  Elies.  Flies 
carry  filth  to  food  and  convey  Typhoid  and  other  diseases.  The  fly-road  from 
closet-pan  to  dinner-table  is  very  short. 

(5.). Cover  all  excreta  completely  with  a  deodorant  such  as  sawdust  or  dry  earth  so 
as  to  keep  flies  away.  Do  this  every  time  the  closet  is  used. 

(6.)  If  flies  frequent  the  closet,  pour  in  a  cupful  of  kerosene  mixed  with  a  quart  of 
soapy  water,  once  or  twice  a  week. 

(7.)  Keep  your  house  and  premises  and  everything  therein  thoroughly  clean.  Always 
wash  your  hands  before  eating  or  preparing  food  for  others. 

Should  a  case,  or  a  suspected  case  of  Typhoid  Fever,  occur  in  your  household 
you  are  obliged  by  law  to  notify  the  Local  Authority  at  once,  if  a  doctor  is  not  already 
in  attendance.  This  is  highly  important,  as  it 'may  be  possible  to  stop  what  ,  might 
otherwise  be  an  epidemic.  Always  obtain  medical  assistance  at  once,  for  Typhoid  is  a 
dangerous  disease. 

Town  Hall,  IV.  H.  SWALES,  [Mayor. 

Townsville,  November,  1915. 
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The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Coun¬ 
cil,  in  his  yearly  report,  states,  inter  alia : 
“Typhoid  fever  has  been  more  than  usually  pre¬ 
sent  in  the  city  during  the  past  six  months  in 
epidemic  form,  and  I  attribute  the  spread  of 
the  disease,  in  part  at  any  rate,  to  the  inefficient 

way  the  sanitary  contract  is  being  carried  out.” 

•  « 

The  attention  of  the  Council  was  drawn  to 
the  unsatisfactory  report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  and  they  were  requested  to  take  imme¬ 
diate  action  to  suitably  deal  with  the  matter. 

At  Barakula,  the  outbreak  occurred  amongst 
the  employees  of  the  Railway  Department  en¬ 
gaged  at  the  sawmills,  where  no  proper  sanitary 
arrangements  were  in  vogue  at  the  boarding¬ 
house  and  camps  of  the  men,  and  as  the  Chin¬ 
chilla  Council,  under  whose  jurisdiction  this  area 
comes,  had  no  means  of  providing  the  necessary 
service,  being  too  far  distant  from  the  town, 
matters  in  this  respect  were  found  to  be  unsatis¬ 
factory,  and  to  this  cause  can  the  outbreak  be 
attributed.  Disinfection  was  carried  out,  and 
every  effort  made  to  prevent  further  cases  occur¬ 
ring,  with  the  result  that  the  trouble  was  sup¬ 
pressed  in  good  time.  Only  a  few  cases  have 
since  occurred. 

Typhoid  fever,  to  a  large  extent,  is  a  fly- 
borne  disease,  and  can  only  be  successfully  dealt 
with  by  Local  Authorities  exercising  strict  atten¬ 
tion  to  sanitation.  Inquiries  into  outbreaks  of 
this  disease  invariably  point  to  the  fact  that  the 
sanitary  conveniences  are  very  imperfect  and 
that  the  fly  has  free  access  to  the  contents  of 
sanitary  pans ;  frequently  no  provision  is  made 
for  providing  closet  lids,  and  as  often  as  not 
they  are  seldom  used  for  the  purpose  intended. 
Another  difficulty  that  presents  itself  in  this 
respect  is  the  use  of  deodorant  for  closet  pans, 
and  although  the  Councils  may  realise  their 
obligations  in  providing  the  necessary  material, 
householders  are  often  the  principal  offenders, 
being  either  too  lazy  or  indifferent  to  attend  to 
this  important  matter.  Garbage  tins  that  are 
not  kept  securely  covered  are  another  means  by 
which  the  fly  may  spread  disease,  and  here 
again  the  householder  displays  much  apathy. 
Local  Authorities’  by-laws  generally  provide  a 
penalty  for  dealing  with  these  matters,  but  un¬ 
fortunately  Councils  frequently  appear  loath  in 
taking  action  against  offenders,  with  the  result 
that  the  law  becomes  practically  non-existent. 

The  only  safeguard  against  neglect  in  these 
matters  would  be  to  place  more  power  in  the 
hands,  of  the  local  sanitary  inspector,  who  should 


initiate  proceedings  for  breaches  of  by-laws  with¬ 
out  let  or  hindrance  from  the  Council,  whilst 
he  in  turn  could  be  held  responsible  that  house¬ 
holders  carry  out  their  share  of  the  responsi¬ 
bility. 

In  this  connection  I  would  emphasise  the 
necessity  of  having  all  Local  Authorities,  or  at 
least  the  majority  of  them,  to  provide  either 
singly  or  conjointly  a  Certificated  Sanitary  In¬ 
spector  directly  responsible  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Health,  and  whose  tenure  of  office 
should  not  be  terminated  without  the  sanction 
of  the  Commissioner.  This  would  be  a  step  in 
the  right  direction,  and  would  give  confidence  to 
qualified  officers  to  accept  such  positions,  and 
knowing  that  their  work  was  under  the  control 
of  the  Department  of  Public  Health  would  be 
an  incentive  to  thorough  efficiency. 

The  question  ofjthe  typhoid  “carrier  ”  can¬ 
not  be  lightly  passed  over,  inasmuch  as  out¬ 
breaks  of  fever  have  occurred  at  places  where 
sanitary  conditions,  as  far  as  circumstances  could 
admit,  appeared  to  be  satisfactory,  and  in  some 
instances  exhaustive  search  in  ascertaining  the 
cause  of  the  outbreak  has  proved  futile,  thus 
leaving  the  “carrier”  as  of  paramount  import¬ 
ance  in  disseminating  the  disease.  In  large 
cities  this  source  is  at  times  difficult  to  prove, 
but  in  small  rural  townships  it  is  much  easier 
to  determine  the  factor,  as  a  convalescent  who 
may  himself  be  cured  may  still  carry  infection 
and  is  likely  to  be  followed  by  other  fresh  cases. 

The  Director  of  the  Laboratory  of  Micro- 
Biology  and  Pathology  reports  that  during  the 
year  a  great  increase  occurred  in  the  number  of 
typhoid  specimens  received  for  examination. 
This  shows  that  medical  practitioners  avail 
themselves  fully  of  the  services  of  the  Labora¬ 
tory,  and  by  this  means  their  diagnosis  is  greatly 
facilitated. 

Anti-typhoid  inoculation. — The  importance 
of  this  slight  operation  is  continually  being 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  various  local  go¬ 
verning  bodies,  this  Department  manufacturing 
and  supplying  the  vaccine  free  of  all  cost  to 
Councils  applying  for  same.  It  is  pleasing  to  re¬ 
cord  that  a  Council  quite  recently,  on  learning  of 
an  outbreak  amongst  a  body  of  men  employed 
on  railway  extension  work,  telegraphed  for  a 
supply  of  vaccine,  which  was  immediately  for¬ 
warded,  and  on  receipt  of  which  their  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  visited  the  scene,  at  about  50 
miles’  distance,  from  where  several  eases  of 
enteric  had  been  removed  to  hospital.  All  the 
employees  willingly  underwent  vaccination,  with 
the  result  that  the  outbreak  was  stamped  out. 
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The  following  leaflet  has  been  prepared  for  Local  Authorities  for  posting  up  on 
trees,  shearing-sheds,  railway  extensions,  &c. : — 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 


How  to  Prevent  it. 


Typhoid  Fever  is  a  preventable  disease,  and  the  means  of  preventing  it  is  by 
Inoculation  with  Anti-typhoid  Vaccine,  which  is  specially  prepared  under  Government 
supervision  by  the  Department  of  Public  Health,  Brisbane,  and  supplied  to  Local 
Authorities- 

Where  numbers  of  men  congregate,  such  as  at  shearing  sheds,  &c.,  it  only 
requires  one  of  them,  who  at  any  period  of  his  life  may  have  suffered  from  Typhoid,  to 
suddenly  become  an  active  carrier  of  Typhoid  Germs,  and  convey  the  disease  to  the 
whole  camp  through  the  agency  of  flies.  This  is  the  usual  history  of  outbreaks  in 
country  districts,  and  the  way  to  prevent  it  is  by  becoming  Inoculated.  . 

There  is  no  special  risk  in  undergoing  Inoculation,  which  causes  but  slight  incon¬ 
venience,  so  slight,  indeed,  that  no  time  need  be  lost  from  work. 

Men  who  have  been  drinking  should  not  become  Inoculated  until  the  effects  of 
liquor  have  fully  passed  off. 

Anti-typhoid  Inoculation  has  been  carried  out  among  the  members  of  the  Expedi¬ 
tionary  Forces  with  most  satisfactory  results,  and  it  is  generally  recognised  as  the  only 
sure  preventive  against  Typhoid. 

Persons  desirous  of  adopting  this  reliable  precaution  against  Typhoid  should 
make  early  application  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Shire  Council,  by  whom  arrangements  will 
be  made  for  a  medical  taan  to  carry  out  the  necessary  Inoculation  free  of  charge. 

J.  I.  MOORE,  Commissioner  of  Public  Health. 

Brisbane,  14th  July,  1915. 


The  Military  Authorities’  statistics  still 
show  the  advantages  attached  to  inoculation,  as 
no  case  of  enteric  has  occurred  in  the  camps  at 
Enoggera. 

Diphtheria. 

A  decrease  of  some  587  cases  of  diphtheria 
is  shown  as  compared  with  the  preceding  twelve 
months,  and  this  may  be  attributed  to  the  fact 
that  at  certain  centres  where  the  disease  had 
become  endemic  strenuous  efforts  have  been  made 
to  cope  with  the  trouble  by  gazetting  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  Diphtheria  Regulations  in  force, 
whereby  the  swabbing  of  the  throats  of  school 
children  for  bacteriological  examination  is 
resorted  to,  this  measure  being  the  only 
safe  measure  of  detecting  “  carriers,”  who, 
in  turn,  are  kept  under  strict  observation 
until  three  successive  negative  swabs  have 
been  obtained.  Much  credit  is  due  to  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction,  whose 
officers,  when  circumstances  permit,  submit 
swabs  to  the  laboratory  of  Microbiology  and 
Pathology  for  examination,  and  by  this  means 
the  health  of  the  school  children  is  safeguarded 
by  excluding  suspects  from  attending  school. 

The  following  places  have  had  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  Diphtheria  Regulations  renewed — 
i.e.,  town  of  MSackay,  shires  of  Mirani,  Nebo, 
Pioneer,  and  Sarina ;  and  the  Shire  of  Normanby 
has  had  the  Regulations  extended  to  its  area. 
The  question  of  extending  the  Regulations  to  all 
areas  throughout  the  State  has  been  considered, 
but  it  was  decided  that  this  course  could  not  be 
adopted  at  far  distant  places  so  situated  that  it 
would  preclude  the  regular  and  timely  despatch 
of  swabs  for  examination  at  the  Department’s 
Laboratory  of  Microbiology  and  Pathology. 

Experience  shows  that  this  disease  flourishes 
at  places  where  atmospheric  humidity  is  higher, 
such  as  the  littoral  of  the  State,  and  dry 
Western  districts  appear,  in  a  marked  extent,  to 
enjoy  freedom  from  diphtheria. 

Phthisis. 

The  following  table,  from  the  “Official  Year 
Book  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia,”  No. 


9,  shows  the  position  of  the  other  States  in 
comparison  with  Queensland  in  regard  to  the 
death  rates  from  consumption  for  the  year 
1914: — 


State. 

Dbath  Rates  (a)  from 
Tuberculosis. 

Deaths. 
Percentage  on 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

New  South  Wales ... 

075 

0-59 

0  67 

6-33 

6-58 

6  43 

Victoria  . 

0'84 

071 

077 

6  06 

7-31 

6  94 

Queensland  ... 

0  08 

041 

0  55 

5  31 

4  61 

5  04 

South  Australia  ... 

0-96 

0'90 

0-93 

8-08 

9  54 

874 

Western  Australia  .. 

0-99 

0-06 

0-84 

9  22 

8  69 

9  03 

Tasmania . 

0  63 

0  64 

063 

591 

6  65 

6 '26 

The  number  of  cases  during  the  year  shows 
an  increase  to  those  of  the  previous  year,  but 
when  considered  in  conjunction  with  the  increase 
of  population,  the  incidence  is  not  abnormal. 

As  in  my  last  report,  I  would  again  urge 
the  necessity  of  establishing  a  central  depot 
through  which  all  cases  of  phthisis  could  be 
immediately  sent  for  treatment  at  a  sanatorium, 
as  delay  at  the  patient’s  own  home  or  boarding¬ 
house  is  a  menace  to  public  health  generally. 

The  staff  nurse,  as  in  the  past,  continues  to 
render  signal  service  in  visiting  all  cases  notified 
by  medical  practitioners  in  the  Metropolitan 
Area,  when  disinfection  of  the  premises  is  carried 
out  on  the  removal  to  a  sanatorium  or  otherwise 
of  the  patient.  The  good  results  achieved  by 
these  precautionary  measures  are  appreciated  by 
the  public,  and  the  danger  of  the  spread  of  the 
disease  is  thereby  minimised. 

Much  useful  research  work  is  conducted  at 
the  Laboratory  of  Microbiology  and  Pathology 
in  the  examination  of  sputum,  and  the  medical 
profession  freely  avail  themselves  of  this  means 
in  determining  their  diagnosis  when  patients 
show  symptoms  of  tubercular  complaint.  This 
test  is  carried  out  free  of  charge,  and  conse¬ 
quently  no  expense  is  borne  by  the  sufferer. 

Consumption,  if  taken  in  its  incipient  stage, 
can  be  successfully  treated  and  the  patient  re¬ 
stored  to  health  by  following  out  the  simple 
hygienic  principles  and  a  suitable  dietary. 
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The  economic  phase  of  the  disease  is  cer¬ 
tainly  worthy  of  consideration,  and  as  the  cost 
to  persons  of  small  means  in  obtaining  treat¬ 
ment  militates  against  the  complaint  receiving 
the  attention  in  its  first  stages  that  is  necessary, 
it  often  happens  that  its  ravages  not  only  cause 
trouble  to  the  individual  but  the  disease  is  fre¬ 
quently  spread  to  some  of  the  other  members 
of  the  household,  and  thus  not  only  is  one  life 
marked  out,  but  unknowingly  the  germs  are 
spread  broadcast  to  others.  The  loss  to  the  wage- 
earner  in  such  cases  proves  a  heavy  burden 
sooner  or  later,  as,  if  the  illness  is  of  long  dura¬ 
tion,  expense  is  coupled  with  incapacity. 

Malaria. 

During  the  year  malaria  has  been  added  to 
the  list  of  proclaimed  infectious  diseases.  This 
course  became  necessary  through  the  annexation 
of  German  New  Guinea,  where  the  disease  is 
endemic, -and  from  where  troops  returning  to 
Queensland  were  likely  to  spread  the  disease 
through  the  agency  of  mosquitoes.  The  Com¬ 
monwealth,  viewing  with  some  alarm  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  malaria  gaining  a  hold  in  the  States, 
recommended  to  the  various  State  Governments 
the  advisability  for  making  the  disease  notifiable. 
The  Director  of  the  Australian  Institute  of  Tro¬ 
pical  Medicine  at  Townsville  |ias  under  his  treat¬ 
ment  returned  soldiers  affected  with  malaria, 
and  who  are  detained  there  for  at  least  two 
months  in  order  that  their  blood  may  be  carefully 
tested  for  malarial  micro-organisms.  In  this 
connection  the  mosquito  known  as  the  Anopheles 
is  an  important  factor,  inasmuch  as  it  is  the 
recognised  transmitter  of  the  disease  from  man 
to  man,  and  as  such  must  be  rigorously  dealt 
with.  In  view  of  this,  Regulations  dealing  with 
mosquitoes  have  been  gazetted  in  force  through¬ 
out  the  State,  and  Local  Authorities  have  been 
called  upon  to  carry  out  the  necessary  provisions 
of  same.  Prior  to  this  action  some  Local  Autho¬ 
rities  and  public  bodies,  who  were  keenly  alive 
to  the  necessity  for  taking  preventive  measures, 
applied  to  this  Department  for  full  information 
as  to  the  methods  and  procedure  to  be  adopted 
to  successfully  fight  the  pest.  Surveys  were 
made  by  the  staff,  and  local  conditions  were  in¬ 
quired  into,  after  which  the  many  technical 
aspects  of  the  situation  were  outlined  for  the 
guidance  of  the  parties  interested.  The  northern 
coastal  areas  of  the  State,  whose  situations  are 
within  the  tropical  zone,  where  malaria  has  its 
home,  are  the  centres  to  be  viewed  with  suspi¬ 
cion,  and  require  more  stringent  measures  to 
be  adopted  than  in  any  other  portion  of  Queens¬ 
land.  Moreover,  the  suspicion  that  dengue  fever 
is  spread  by  the  agency  of  the  mosquito  is  occupy¬ 
ing  close  attention  and,  if  suspicion  once  becomes 
an  established  fact,  then  the  labour  expended  on 
mosquito  destruction  work,  both  in  regard  to 
malaria  and  dengue,  will  prove  an  economic 
asset  to  the  community  at  large. 

To  sum  up,  malaria  can  be  prevented  by  the 
drainage  of  malarious  areas,  the  extermination  ol 
mosquitoes,  and  protection  of  the  exposed  parts 
of  the  body,  especially  at  night-time. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  where  mosqui¬ 
toes  cannot  breed  malaria  cannot  exist. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. 

During  the  year  some  101  cases  (4  of  which 
were  negative)  of  eerebro-spinal  meningitis 
were  reported,  made  up  as  follows: — 55  military 


and  42  civil  from  the  Metropolitan  Area,  while 
20  cases  were  received  from  outside  centres.  The 
outbreak  was  confined  principally  to  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Areas  of  Brisbane,  and  were  in  the  latter 
case  principally  confined  to  infants  and  children 
under  fifteen  years  of  age.  The  general  symp¬ 
toms  of  the  disease  were  vomiting,  rise  of  tem¬ 
perature,  pains  in  the  head  and  neck,  and  in 
many  instances  convulsions,  as  described  in  the 
report  of  the  Health  Officer.  -  (See  Appendix 
A.) 

Exhaustive  inquiry  was  made  into  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  surrounding  individual  cases  with  a 
view  to  ascertaining  the  cause  of  the  disease, 
but  unfortunately  nothing  definite  could  be  ob¬ 
tained  nor  any  particular  foci  traced. 

Action  was  being  taken  by  the  Director  of 
the  Laboratory  of  Microbiology  and  Pathology 
to  prepare  anti-meningococcic  serum  for  distribu¬ 
tion  amongst  local  medical  practitioners,  but  this 
course  became  unnecessary,  as  the  Federal  Autho¬ 
rities  undertook  its  preparation. 

A  supply  of  the  serum  was  obtained  from 
Melbourne,  and  the  State  Government  is  issuing 
same  free  to  hospitals  and  medical  practitioners 
who,  in  return,  furnish  the  Department  with 
clinical  results. 

'  A  special  warning  was  issued  through  the 
Press  as  to  the  necessity  of  care  being  exercised 
in  not  coming  in  close  contact,  such  as  kissing, 
and  the  use  or  handling  of  other  person’s  hand¬ 
kerchiefs,  owing  to  the  micro-organisms  of  this 
disease  being  specially  located  in  the  naso¬ 
pharynx. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Venereal  diseases  in  this  State  are  governed 
by  sections  132a,  132b,  132c,  132d,  and  132e  of 
“ The  Health  Acts,  1900  to  1911,”  and  “  The 
Enthetic  Diseases  Regulations,  1913.” 

At  present  section  132a  is  only  applicable  to 
the  Metropolitan  Area  as  defined  under  subsec¬ 
tion  ( d )  of  section  132b.  A  venereal  clinic  for 
both  sexes  and  administered  by  this  Department 
is  held  four  days  a  week  at  the  General  Hospital. 
A  Government  Examination  Room  in  the  central 
portion  of  the  city  is  provided,  where  prostitutes 
are  required  to  attend  for  examination,  two  medi¬ 
cal  men  being  in  attendance  to  provide  certifi¬ 
cates  where  necessary  as  required  by  section 
132c.  Smears  are  also  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  blood  capsules  used  for  collect¬ 
ing  a  specimen  of  blood  from  each  patient  for 
the  Wassermann  Reaction,  and  a  fully  equipped 
special  ward  is  provided  for  treatment  of  the 
disease. 

When  the  medical  attendants  at  the  Exami¬ 
nation  Rooms  are  satisfied  that  a  case  requires 
treatment,  a  certificate  is  issued  to  the  nurse  in 
attendance,  who  presents  it  forthwith  _  to  a 
Police  Magistrate,  and  he  commits  the  patient  to 
fourteen  days’  detention  at  the  Enthetic  Wards 
of  the  Brisbane  Hospital  under  section  132c  (a). 
During  the  period  mentioned  treatment  is  car¬ 
ried  out,  and  when  necessary,  the  patient’s  name 
is  submitted,  as  required  by  section  132c  (b)  to 
the  Governor  in  Council,  who  orders  a  further 
detention  until  the  case  is  certified  as  being  free 
from  the  disease. 

A  Regulation  dated  16th  September,  1915, 
makes  it  an  offence  for  any  person  to  leave 
hospital  whilst  infected  with  venereal  disease. 

Delay  in  removing  cases  to  hospital  has  been 
experienced  owing  to  having  to  submit  two  medi- 
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cal  certificates  to  the  Bench  in  order  to  secure 
a  summons  calling  upon  the  sufferer  to  appear 
for  committal  to  the  Enthetic  Diseases  Ward; 
this  procedure  could  be  shortened  by  amending 
the  provisions  of  section  132c  of  the  Health  Acts 
so  as  to  give  power  to  the  Commissioner  himself 
to  commit  such  cases  direct  to  hospital,  as  is  now 
in  vogue  in  W estern  Australia. 

In  the  Metropolitan  Area  the  working  of 
the  Regulations  is  not  satisfactory,  the  question 
still  requiring  settlement  being:  “What  consti¬ 
tutes  a  prostitute,  and  how  can  it  be  proved?' ’ 
The  legal  difficulty  has  not  yet  been  surmounted, 
and  consequently  the  regulation  inviting  this 
class  of  the  community  to  come  up  for  examina¬ 
tion  is  proving  ineffective,  thus  the  opportunity 
for  treating  the  disease  to  a  large  extent  is  lost, 
and  serious  cases  consequently  go  unchecked. 

Provision  is  required  to  compel  all  males 
and  females  suffering  or  suspected  to  be  suffer¬ 
ing  from  venereal  disease  to  place  themselves 
under  treatment  with  medical  practitioners  either 
privately  or  to  avail  themselves  of  the  venereal 
clinic  provided  free  by  the  Government  for  both 
sexes  at  the  Brisbane  General  Hospital. 

An  amendment  of  the  Health  Act  is  in  my 
opinion  necessary  to  provide  for  the  above  re¬ 
quirement. 

The  clinic  is  doing  good  work.  The  num¬ 
bers  treated  thereat  during  the  year  under  re¬ 
view  amounted  to  2,922.  ( See  Report  furnished 

by  Dr.  Walsh,  Medical  Officer  to  the  Enthetic 
Disease  Dispensary,  Appendix  C.) 

The  difficulty  in  providing  Salvarsan,  or 
606,  owing  to  the  war  was  a  drawback,  but 
limited  supplies  of  a  substitute  were  secured, 
viz.,  Arsenobenzol  and  Neo-Arsenobenzol,  which 
were  favourably  reported  on  by  Dr.  Crowe,  who 
was  acting  for  five  months  in  charge  of  the  En¬ 
thetic  Diseases  Ward,  and  should  further  favour¬ 
able  reports  be  received  concerning  this  prepara¬ 
tion,  a  larger  supply  will  be  requisitioned  for. 

During  the  year  notifications  of  cases  of 
venereal  disease  amounting  to  1,946  for  the 
Metropolitan  Area  were  received,  as  against  1,414 
for  the  last  year,  and  were  as  follows  :r— 

Primary  Syphilis,  303 ; 

Secondary  Syphilis,  47 ; 

Gonorrhoea,  1,596; 

and  occurred  amongst  patients  of  the  following 
ages : — 1-2,  4;  3-4,  3;  4-5,  3;  5-10,  2;  10-15,  3; 
15-20,  260;  20-25,  679;  25-30,  460;  30-40,  369; 
40-50,  136;  50-60,  26;  60  and  over,  1. 

Two  hundred  and  fourteen  of  the  infected 
persons  described  themselves  as  married,.  1,724 
as  single,  and  8  as  widowers;  362  cases  were 
notified  from  hospitals,  1,584  by  medical  practi¬ 
tioners. 

The  great  increase  in  the  number  of  cases 
notified  can  be  ascribed  to  1,105  notified  from 
military  camps. 

Many  places  are  mentioned  on  the  notifica¬ 
tions  outside  of  the  Metropolitan  Area  as  the 
source  from  whence  the  disease  has  been  obtained, 
extending  so  far  as  the  Southern  States.  It 
will  be  seen  from  the  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  (Appendix  C)  that  there  is  a  falling  off 
in  the  number  of  new  cases,  being  63  as  against 
85  for  the  previous  year,  attending  at  the  Wil¬ 
liam  street  Examination  Rooms. 


LEPER  LAZARET,  PEEL  ISLAND. 

During  the  year  the  average  number  of  in-  , 
mates  at  the  Lazaret  amounted  in  all  to  44,  com¬ 
prising  some  14  males  and  2  females  in  the 
whites’  compound,  and  26  males  and  2  females 
in  the  blacks’  area. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  amounted  to  6, 
whilst  two  males  and  one  female  European  were 
discharged  as  cured,  conditionally  on  their  pre¬ 
senting  themselves  for  periodical  examination 
during  a  period  of  twelve  months,  so  as  to  ascer¬ 
tain  that  they  are  still  immune. 

All  inmates  continue  fo  receive  treatment  at 
the  hands  of  the  Health  Officer,  who  secures 
specimens  periodically  from  them  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  at  the  Laboratory  of  Micro¬ 
biology  and  Pathology.  A  record  is  kept  of  the 
results  obtained,  and  if  four  to  five  consecutive 
negatives  are  shown  the  case  is  then  recommended 
for  discharge  under  the  conditions  mentioned 
above.  Everything  possible  is  done  for  the  com¬ 
fort  of  the  inmates,  strict  attention  being  paid 
to  cleanliness  as  regards  accommodation,  bedding, 
wearing  apparel,  &c.  A  generous  diet  is  pro¬ 
vided,  and  the  Superintendent  makes  it  his 
special  business  to  see  that  the  cooks  attend  to 
their  duties,  and  that  the  food  is  properly  served. 
The  Health  Officer  on  his  weekly  rounds  of  in¬ 
spection  is  always  available  to  investigate  any 
complaint,  and  which,  if  found  to  exist,  is 
promptly  rectified.  Every  facility  is  afforded  to 
relatives  to  visit  the  inmates,  and  free  passages 
by  rail  are  issued  to  those  living  at  distant 
centres,  so  that  they  may  be  saved  every  possible 
expense  in  journeying  to  and  from  the  Lazaret; 
and  in  cases  where  inmates  have  dependents  in 
poor  circumstances  suitable  employment  is  found 
'for  them.  A  good  feeling  exists  between  the  in¬ 
mates  and  the  staff,  and  in  spite  of  the  nature  of 
the  disease  accompanied  by  its  characteristic 
inclination  to  fits  of  ennui,  it  is  most  gratifying 
to  have  to  mention  that  one  and  all  appear  to 
fully  recognise  that  everything  is  being  done  to 
minimise  and  alleviate  their  sufferings.  Minis¬ 
ters  of  religion  of  various  denominations  regu¬ 
larly  attend  to  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  ill- 
mates,  and  to  these  gentlemen  every  praise  is 
due  as,  to  a  large  measure,  their  kindly  ministra¬ 
tions  materially  facilitate  the  good  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  Lazaret. 

I  feel  it  incumbent  on  me  to  mention  that 
the  inmates  are  most  grateful  for  the  kindly  in¬ 
terest  shown  them  by  the  public  in  furnishing 
funds  wherewith  to  obtain  articles  of  amusement, 
as  well  as  providing  from  time  to  time  supplies  of 
reading  matter,  which  helps  to  while  away  weary 
leisure  hours,  especially  as  some  of  them  are 
physically  unable  to  take  active  exercise,  and 
must  perforce  have  recourse  to  reading  as  a  pas¬ 
time.  (See  Appendix  A  for  the  Report  of  the 
Health  Officer.) 

FOOD  INSPECTION  AND  FOOD  ADUL¬ 
TERATION. 

The  work  in  connection  with  this  branch  of 
the  Department’s  administration  has  been  satis¬ 
factorily  conducted  during  the  year,  a  strict 
supervision  having  been  exercised  over  all  places 
at  which  food  and  drugs  of  every  description  are 
manufactured  or  exposed  for  sale,  including  milk, 
bakeries,  aerated  water  factories,  and  restaurants, 
as  well  as  hotels,  &c. 
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The  Metropolitan  Area,  also  the  country 
districts,  have  received  close  attention,  and  the 
interests  of  the  general  public  have  been  safe¬ 
guarded  both  in  respect  to  the  quality  of  goods 
as  well  as  the  proper  weight  of  same,  the  latter 
including  bread,  tinned  goods,  and  groceries. 
Deteriorated  foodstuffs  at  auction  marts,  ware¬ 
houses,  factories,  and  business  premises  have  re¬ 
ceived  close  supervision  by  the  Food  Staff,  re¬ 
sulting  in  the  condemnation  of  all  lines  found  to 
be  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Prosecutions 
have  been  initiated  wherever  necessary,  resulting 
in  offenders  being  suitably  dealt  with  by  the 
Police  Magistrates  throughout  the  State,  as 
shown  in  the  list  of  fines,  &c.  (See  Appendix 
G.) 

A  general  improvement  has  been  secured  in 
the  cleanly  handling  and  protection  of  food¬ 
stuffs, _  including  structural  defects  of  premises 
in  which  all  such  goods  are  prepared,  as  well  as 
conveyances  used  for  the  delivery  and  hawking 
of  all  lines  of  food  intended  for  consumption. 
Particular  attention  has  peen  paid  to  the  matter 
of  labelling  of  groceries,  drugs,  and  liquors,  &c., 
so  as  to  protect  the  public  against  fraud  as  well 
as  the  bond  fide  trader. 

In  the  past,  inferior  articles  were  placed  on 
the  market  bearing  attractive  labels,  but  the  con¬ 
tents  of  the  containers  were  frequently  found 
not  to  compty  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food 
and  Drug  Regulations,  and  these  were  retailed 
to  the  disadvantage  of  superior  lines  costing  con¬ 
siderably  more  to  manufacture.  However, 
through  the  untiring  efforts  of  the  Department 
in  this  direction  a  vast  improvement  has  re¬ 
sulted. 

Since  my  last  report,  section  96  of  “  The 
Health  Acts ,  1900-1911,”  prohibiting  the  carry¬ 
ing  of  water  in  milk  carts,  which  practice  hither¬ 
to  was  adopted  by  dishonest  milk  vendors  as  an 
excuse  for  the  rinsing  of  milk  measures,  but  fre¬ 
quently  used  for  adulteration  purposes,  lias  been 
gazetted  in  force  in  the  Metropolitan  Area.  This 
course  has  materially  assisted  the  work  of  food 
inspectors,  who  in  the  past  experienced  much 
difficulty  in  dealing  with  dishonest  traders.  Regu¬ 
lations  for  the  registration  of  milk  vendors  have 
been  prepared  and  submitted  for  gazettal  with  a 
view  to  the  cancellation  of  licenses  of  dishonest 
vendors  who  are  not  debarred  by  prosecution 
from  watering  their  milk,  knowing  that  they 
will  ultimately  make  good  the  loss  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  the  consumer.  New  Standard  Food  and 
Drug  Regulations  are  now  under  consideration, 
and  these  have  been  prepared,  as  far  as  local 
requirements  will  permit,  to  comply  with  condi¬ 
tions  existing  in  the  other  States  and  approved  of 
at  the  Commonwealth  Conference  with  a  view  to 
ensuring  uniformity  between  States.  This  mea¬ 
sure,  when  passed,  will  materially  assist  impor¬ 
ters,  who  at  present  are,  in  some  instances,  con¬ 
fronted  with  existing  different  conditions. 

For  full  particulars  as  to  the  number  of 
samples,  prosecutions  and  deteriorated  food  lines 
dealt  with,  see  Appendix  G. 

PLAGUE  AND  RAT  DESTRUCTION  AND 
SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Queensland  has  now  been  exempt  for  many 
years  from  any  case  of  plague.  This  is  solely 
due  to  the  continual  warfare  waged  against  the 
rodent,  as  well  as  the  strict  supervision  at  ports 
of  entry  of  oversea  vessels,  by  the  Quarantine 
Authorities. 


During  the  past  year  the  work  of  rat  destruc¬ 
tion  has  been  faithfully  carried  out  at  the  prin¬ 
cipal  ports  of  the  State.,  In  the  Metropolitan 
Area  the  rat-proofing  of  premises  has  been 
attended  to  by  the  Department’s  rat  gang  with 
satisfactory  results,  and  many  places  in  the  city 
that  formerly  were  recognised  as  veritable  rat 
harbourages  no  longer  exist  as  breeding-grounds 
for  the  rodents.  During  the  close  of  the  year 
under  review  the  various  Local  Authorities 
throughout  the  State  have,  in  pursuance  of  ‘  ‘  The 
Rat  and  Mosquito  Prevention  and  Destruction 
Regulations,  1916,”  been  called  upon  to  under¬ 
take  the  work  of  rat  destruction  and  the  suppres¬ 
sion  of  mosquitoes  under  the  supervision  of  this 
Department.  By  these  Regulations  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  may  declare  any  area  to  be  rat  infested, 
and  may  call  upon  the  Local  Authorities  to  take 
as  effective  measures  as  he  may  direct.  This 
also  applies  to  the  suppression  of  mosquitoes. 

The  Inspectorial  Staff  of  this  Department 
have  been  instructed  to  at  once  report  any  matter 
in  the  above  connection  which  requires  attention 
by  the  Local  Authorities,  so  that  the  Council  may 
be  called  upon  to  carry  out  any  work  that  may  be 
considered  necessary.  The  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Staff  has  been  creditably  performed,  and  much 
valuable  assistance  has  been  rendered  whenever 
required.  Strict  supervision  has  been  exercised 
over  sanitary  services  at  the  places  visited,  and 
any  defects  in  respect  to  garbage  and  nightsoil 
work,  including  disposal  depots,  has  been 
promptly  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  interested  for  immediate  attention.  Advice 
respecting  disinfecting  plant  as  well  as  sanitary 
appliances'  has  been  fully  given  to  Councils, 
and  whenever  required  such  goods  have  been 
selected  and  ordered  by  the  Headquarters  Staff 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Local  Authorities  in¬ 
terested.  Full  particulars  of  the  places  visited 
and  conditions  appear  in  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Iuspector’s  Report,  Appendix  F. 

INSPECTION  OF  MILITARY  CAMPS. 

Sanitation  at  the  metropolitan  military 
camps  has  been  kept  under  supervision  by  a  sani¬ 
tary  officer  of  this  Department,  who  has  regu¬ 
larly  visited  the  different  camps,  and  his  weekly 
reports  have  been  furnished  for  the  information 
and  guidance  of  the  responsible  authorities.  In¬ 
spector  Burton,  who  was  appointed  for  this  duty, 
reports  as  follows : — ‘ £  From  the  time  of  my  tak¬ 
ing  up  such  inspectorial  work  to  the  30th  June, 
1916,  assisted  by  Captain  Nelson,  I  have  made 
over  380  individual  inspections,  and  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  special  inspections  may  be  added  17 
others  which  were  not  directly  connected  with, 
but  at  the  same  time  affected,  the  health  of  the 
said  camps  owing  to  certain  nuisances  existing  in 
close  proximity  to  same.  These  matters  were  in 
the  majority  of  cases  rectified  by  means  of  per¬ 
sonal  interviews  with  the  various  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  in  whose  areas  the  nuisances  existed.  In 
each  case  the  Council  took  prompt  action  and 
had  matters  rectified.  The  majority  of  the  de¬ 
fects  referred  to  were  in  connection  with  close 
proximity  of  piggeries,  drainage,  rubbish,  &c.”* 

As  a  member  of  the  Military  Sanitary  Com¬ 
mittee,  whose  duty  it  is  to  see  that  all  hygienic 
conditions  at  the  camps  are  satisfactory,  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  the  results  obtained  are  all  that 
could  be  desired,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  marked 
absence  of  infectious  disease  among  the  troops. 
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The  food  inspectors  have  been  entrusted 
with  the  supervision  of  food  supplies  for  trans¬ 
ports  as  well  as  local  provisions,  and  good  results 
have  been  obtained. 

NORTHERN  OFFICE. 

Since  the  decentralisation  of  the  Northern 
Office  has  taken  place,  as  outlined  in  my  previous 
report,  by  transferring  from  Townsville  two  in¬ 
spectors  respectively  to  Cairns  and  Rockhamp¬ 
ton,  the  change  has  proved  entirely  satisfactory. 
The  inspectors  at  Townsville,  Cairns,  and  Rock¬ 
hampton  have  been  allotted  districts  under  their 
individual  control,  and  perform  both  food  and 
sanitary  duty,  whereby  a  considerable  saving 
is  effected  in  both  time  and  money ;  in  addition 
to  this,  another  advantage  is  that  they  obtain  an 
intimate  knowledge  during  tours  of  inspection 
regarding  existing  conditions  in  their  respective 
areas,  and  are  now  in  a  better  position  for  secur¬ 
ing  the  carrying  out  of  their  recommendations 
by  the  persons  responsible  for  effecting  neces¬ 
sary  improvements,  both  in  respect  to  breaches 
of  the  Food  and  Drug  Regulations  as  well  as  sani¬ 
tary  defects.  The  office  of  Medical  Inspector  at 
Townsville  has  during  the  past  year  been  abo¬ 
lished  on  that  officer  verbally  reporting  that, 
unless  the  local  staff  was  considerably  strength¬ 
ened,  there  would  be  no  good  reason  for  his  con¬ 
tinuing  to  hold  office.  This  suggestion  was 
accordingly  acted  upon,  as  the  results  obtained 
by  placing  an  inspector  at. each  of  the  Northern 
towns,  in  lieu  of  retaining  them,  as  previously, 
at  Townsville,  led  to  the  more  expeditious  and 
economical  carrying  out  of  the  work.  Inspec¬ 
tors  at  the  Northern  Offices  are  furnished  regu¬ 
larly  by  the  Head  Office  with  a  weekly  summary 
of  all  infectious  diseases  notified  in  their  areas, 
so  that  any  increase  may  be  at  once  investigated, 
and  sanitary  defects  as  well  as  other  matters 
immediately  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Local  Authority  for  attention. 

Officers  fully  appreciate  the  present  system 
of  having  charge  of  an  allotted  area,  as  they  are 
now  saved  to  a  great  measure  long  tedious  tours 
away  from  their  families. 

Should  occasion  arise  that  an  inspector  at  a 
far  distant  centre  urgently  requires  assistance  to 
cope  with  some  unforeseen  occurrence  in  the 
shape  of  a  sudden  outbreak  of  infectious  disease, 
then  the  services  of  the  next  nearest  officer  would 
immediately  be  made  available,  and,  if  necessary, 
this  could  be  supplemented  by  sending  inspectors 
from  headquarters ;  but  such  a  contingency 
would  only  arise  when  a  Local  Authority,  with 
the  staff,  was  unable  to  assist,  and  which  in  the 
past  has  only  happened  in  rare  instances. 

LABORATORY  OF  MICROBIOLOGY  AND 
PATHOLOGY. 

The  Report  of  'the  Director  of  the  Labora¬ 
tory  of  Microbiology  and  Pathology,  which  is 
contained  in  Appendix  B,  continues  to  show  an 
increase,  of  work  performed  during  the  year, 
especially  in  connection  with  enthetic  diseases 
and  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  as  well  as  in 
examinations  in  respect  to  tuberculosis,  typhoid, 
diphtheria,  &c.,  which  betokens  that  in  the  near 
future  an  increase  in  the  professional  staff  will 
be  necessary. 

The  work  connected  with  meningitis  was 
mostly  carried  out  on  behalf  of  the  military 
authorities  for  suspected  carriers,  but  the  Direc¬ 
tor  points  out  that  the  number  in  which  the 


bacilli  were  found  was  very  small.  This  fact 
may  be  due  to  the  lapse  of  time  between  the 
taking  of  specimens  and  their  examination; 
moreover,  this  micro-organism  is  most  transient. 
The  number  of  specimens  submitted  in.  connec¬ 
tion  with  venereal  disease  likewise  shows  a  large 
increase,  and  this  also  refers  to  blood  sera  for  the 
Wassermann  reaction. 

Much  useful  research  work  in  connection 
with  foods  has  been  carried  out  at  the  Labora¬ 
tory. 

A  large  number  of  disinfectants  placed  upon 
the  local  markets  were  tested  to  ascertain  their 
Rideal  Walker  Coefficiency,  and  many  of  these 
proved  only  suitable  for  use  as  a  deodorant,  and 
at  the  price  quoted  would  be  prohibitive  for  gen¬ 
eral  use  as  disinfectants. 

Numerous  specimens  of  water  were  tested 
bacteriologically,  so  as  to  ascertain  whether  they 
were  fit  for  human  consumption.  This  work  is 
carried  out  free  of  charge  to  Local  Authorities 
who  are  anxious  to  protect  ratepayers  depending 
on  public  water  supplies  for  potable  use. 

CHANGES  IN  PERSONNEL  OF  STAFF. 

The  following  are  the  changes  in  the  staff 
that  have  occurred  during  the  year: — 

Dr.  King  Patrick,  Ch.  B.,  B.  Sc.,  D.P.H., 
who  was  appointed  Medical  Inspector  of  North 
Queensland  in  November,  1914,  was  relieved  of 
his  appointment  on  the  1st  May,  1916,  owing  to 
the  abolition  of  his  office,  which  was  no  longer 
necessary  through  the  decentralisation  of  the 
Townsville  staff. 

Mr.  IT.  M.  M.  Maddock  was  appointed  on 
the  8tli  December,  1915,  to  fill  the  position  of 
Senior  Clerk  during  the  absence  of  Mr.  R.  II. 
Walsh,  whose  services  on  his  return  from  active 
service  were  retained  by  the  military  authori¬ 
ties. 

Mr.  T.  O’Shea,  who  filled  the  position  of 
First  Clerk,  joined  the  Expeditionary  Forces, 
and  is  now  at  the  front. 

Mr.  R.  G.  Little,  Record  Clerk,  also  enlisted 
with  the  Expeditionary  Forces. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hogan  was  appointed  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  Record  Clerk  in  place  of  Mr.  Little. 

Inspector  A.  E.  L.  Mason  and  Assistant 
Inspector  L.  E.  Cooling,  both  of  the  Food  Staff, 
enlisted  for  active  service. 

Miss  Amy  Perry,  who  held  the  appointment 
of  Senior  Staff  Nurse  since  the  Department’s  in¬ 
ception  in  1900,  resigned  her  position  on  the  30th 
June,  1916.  Nurse  Perry’s  splendid  work  whilst 
on  the  staff  stands  out  as  a  pleasing  record  of 
competency  and  devotion  to  duty. 

Nurse  Ellen  Cruise,  who  held  the  position  as 
Assistant  Nurse,  has  succeeded  to  the  position 
rendered  vacant  by  Nurse  Perry’s  resignation, 
whilst  the  second  vacancy  remains  to  be  filled. 

Mr.  D.  H,  Wallace  was  appointed  as  Assis¬ 
tant  Inspector  as  from  29th  May,  1916,  in  place 
of 'one  of  the  food  inspectors  who  enlisted  (Mr. 
Mason) . 

The  Headquarters  Staff  at  the  end  of  the 
year  under  review  consisted  of  the  following 
officers: — A  Commissioner,  a  Health  Officer,  a 
Secretary,  a  Senior  Clerk, -a  Chief  Sanitary  In¬ 
spector  with  four  sanitary  inspectors,  a  Chief 
Food  Inspector  with  three  Inspectors,  and  three 


11 


Assistant  Inspectors  in  connection  with  foods, 
a  staff  nurse  with  an  assistant,  two  typistes,  two 
clerks,  and  a  messenger. 

A  rat  gang  consisting  of  eighteen  men  was 
employed  in  the  Metropolitan  Area  of  Brisbane 
up  to  the  10th  June,  1916,  when  the  number  was 
reduced  to  nine  men.  A  ratcatcher  was  stationed 
at  the  following  places: — Maryborough,  Bunda- 
berg,  Rockhampton,  Mackay,  Townsville,  and 
Cairns,  but  their  services  were  likewise  dispensed 
with  upon  rat-destruction  work  being  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  Local  Authorities  at  the  places 
mentioned.  Two  permanent  officers  were  as 
usual  employed  in  connection  with  disinfecting 
work  in  the  Metropolitan  Area  (Brisbane). 

Two  men  were  employed  in  mosquito  eradica¬ 
tion  work  up  to  the  10th  June,  1916,  in  Brisbane, 
but  their  services  were  dispensed  with  owing  to 
the  work  being  transferred  to  the  Local  Authori¬ 
ties,  similar  to  rat  destruction  operations. 

The  staff  of  the  Laboratory  of  Microbiology 
and  Pathology  consisted  of  a  Director,  one  prin¬ 
cipal  assistant,  two  assistants,  a  typist,  and  an 
attendant,  who  also  acts  as  messenger.  Mr.  J. 
H.  Bradbury,  one  of  the  Laboratory  assistants, 
enlisted  on  the  1st  March,  1916. 

The  staff  of  the  Northern  Office,  Townsville, 
consisted  of  a  Medical  Inspector  up  to  the  1st 
May,  1916,  since  when  one  inspector  only  re¬ 
mains.  An  inspector  is  stationed  at  Rockhamp¬ 
ton  and  Cairns.  These  officers,  similar  to  the 
one  at  Townsville,  perform  both  food  and  sani¬ 
tary  work. 

The  Lazaret  at  Peel  Island  has  the  following 
officers: — a  Superintendent,  an  Assistant  Super¬ 
intendent,  two  cooks,  two  assistant  cooks,  one 
dresser,  three  attendants,  one  housekeeper,  and 
two  labourers.  Inmate  labour  comprised  one 
carpenter,  two  laundrymen,  and  three  atten¬ 
dants. 

OFFICERS  AT  THE  FRONT. 

Since  my  last  report,  several  other  officers 
have  followed  the  fine  example  set  them  by  en¬ 
listing  for  active  service,  and  the  following  com¬ 
prise  the  names  of  the  staff  now  serving  their 
King  and  country: — Dr.  Gf.  P.  Dixon,  Major  R. 
H.  Walsh,  Lieutenant  A.  N.  Young,  Sergeant 
Potter,  Privates  E.  C.  Julian,  J.  Critchley,  E.  F. 
Scott,  T.  O’Shea,  R.  0.  Little,  L.  E.  Cooling, 
A.  E.  L.  Mason,  and  J.  H.  Bradbury. 

Private  Wm.  Neil  since  returned  to  duty, 
having  been  invalided  through  an  injury  and 
passed  as  unfit  for  further  service. 

CONCLUSION. 

It  is  pleasing  to  here  record  the  fact  that 
during  the  past  year  Queensland  has  again  main¬ 
tained  its  reputation  for  being  one  of  the 
healthiest  States  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  this 
alone  should  do  much,  after  the  war,  in  attract¬ 
ing  fresh  population  to  our  shores,  as  the  health 
statistics  of  a  country  are  invariably  carefully 
weighed  by  intending  immigrants. 

The  reports  of  the  various  officers  of  the 
Department  show  that  they  have  done  good  work, 
and  that  they  have  not  spared  themselves  in 
performing  their  duty  in  the  interests  of  the  pub¬ 


lic;  and  in  a  large  measure  it  is  due  to  their 
individual  efforts  that  the  Department  may 
justly  claim  to  have  successfully  carried  out  its 
functions. 

A  close  watch  has  been  kept  upon  sanitary 
matters  throughout  the  various  areas  visited  by 
the  Staff,  and  steps  taken  to  have  defects  immedi¬ 
ately  rectified.  Cesspits  have  invariably  been 
discouraged,  as  they  are  regarded  as  veritable 
disease  traps;  they  not  only  form  breeding  . 
ground  for  flies  but  are  a  positive  danger  in  re¬ 
spect  to  sources  of  water  supplies,  especially  at 
places  where  wells  exist.  In  dry  seasons  these 
wells  are  largely  availed  of  by  the  public  for 
domestic  purposes.  Another  source  of  danger  is 
the  pollution  of  fresh  watercourses,  especially*  at 
inland  towns,  where  household  drainage  is  al¬ 
lowed  to  gain  access  to  creeks,  &e.,  and  the  water 
of  which,  being  consequently  contaminated,  fre¬ 
quently  is  lost  for  domestic  use  as  well  as  for 
stock. 

Inspection  of  foodstuffs  from  labelling  to 
manufacture  has  received  close  attention,  and 
this  branch  of  the  work  is  daily  increasing  in 
magnitude. 

My  appreciation  for  the  valuable  assistance 
rendered  to  the  Department  by  Mr.  Henderson, 
the  Government  Analyst,  in  respect  to  the  analy¬ 
sis  of  foods  and  drugs  submitted  to  him,  and 
this,  together  with  his  experience  in  connection 
with  the  sophistication  of  food  supplies,  has 
greatly  facilitated  the  work  of  the  staff.  Dr. 
Harris,  the  Director  of  the  Laboratory  of  Micro¬ 
biology  and  Pathology,  as  well  as  Dr.  Thomson, 
Health  Officer,  are  also  deserving  of  special  men¬ 
tion  ;  and  I  also  thank  all  officers  of  my  Depart¬ 
ment  for  their  valuable  assistance,  as  they  have 
been  called  upon  to  perform  additional  work 
on  account  of  the  depletion  caused  by  their 
brother  officers  volunteering  for  military  duty. 

The  standard  of  the  clerical  work  of  the 
Department  has  been  well  maintained,  though 
the  staff  has  been  shorthanded.  An  increase  in 
both  the  incoming  and  outgoing  correspondence 
is  recorded,  as  shown  by  the  following  figures: — 
Incoming  letters  amounted  to  12,026  as  against 
11,891 ;  and  outgoing  6,956  as  against  6,326  dur¬ 
ing  the  preceding  fiscal  year. 

The  results  obtained  by  public  health  ad¬ 
ministration  in  preventing  outbreaks  of  disease, 
even  when  crowned  with  success,  seldom  meet 
with  the  recognition  merited;  and  the  immunity 
enjoyed  from  disease,  when  compared  with  the 
cost  of  administration,  is  often  entirely  passed 
over  by  the  public,  who  are  slow  to  recognise 
the  fact  that  “prevention  is  better  than  cure,” 
and  that  they  are  obtaining  a  substantial  return 
for  money  expended  in  safeguarding  public 
health. 

To  quote  a  well-known  writer,  “It  has  been 
proved  over  and  over  again  that  nothing  is  so 
costly  in  all  ways  as  disease,  and  that  nothing  is 
so  remunerative  as  the  outlay  that  augments  the 
amount  and  the  value  of  the  work  done.” 

I  have,  &c., 

J.  I.  MOORE, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Health. 
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APPENDICES. 
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APPENDIX  A. 

REPORT  OF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 


Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  re¬ 
port  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1916. 

METROPOLITAN  AREA. 

The  chief  communicable  diseases  which  have 
been  prevalent  for  the  year,  as  on  previous  occa¬ 
sions,  are  those  of  typhoid  fever  and  diphtheria, 
which  are  endemic  in  the  State. 

The  typhoidal  curve  commenced  its  ascent 
in  the  month  of  September,  rising  gradually 
until  the  month  of  November,  when  it  rose  sud¬ 
denly  and  -gained  the  maximum  of  its  altitude 
in;  December,  falling  off  gradually  through  the 
months  of  January  and  February,  rising 
abruptly  again  in  March,  but  not  to  its  previous 
height,  and  again  falling  through  the  months  of 
April,  May,  and  June,  and  gradually  falling 
off  to  usual  course  in  the  latter  month. 

The  course  of  the  curve  is  both  instructive 
and  interesting,  and  owing  to  the  elo£e  relation¬ 
ship  between  the  increase  in  temperature  and  the 
advent  of  the  ubiquitous  fly,  one  of  the  recog¬ 
nised  factors  in  the  spread  of  the  disease,  com¬ 
bined  with  the  conditions  of  heat  and  moisture 
and  other  favourable  influences  propitious  to  the 
development  and  existence  of  the  typhoid  bacillus 
much  more  than  those  obtaining  during  the  win¬ 
ter.  Contact  has,  however,  latterly  come  to  be 
recognised  as  playing  a  more  important  role  in 
the  transmission  of  typhoid  fever  than  it  has 
formerly  been  accredited  with,  and  during  the 
hot  months  conditions  are  more  favourable  for 
this  influence  to  come  into  operation  than  in  the 
colder  months  of  the  year.  Most  of  the  com¬ 
munity  are  out  of  doors  during  the  season,  and 
picnics  and  gatherings  of  all  kinds  held  in  the 
open  enable  the  community  more  or.  less  to  come 
into  contact  with  each  other,  and  the  conditions 
for  handling  food  and  drink  with  tainted  fingers 
or  other  sources  of  infection  are  greatly  facili¬ 
tated  at  this  time  more  than  when  the  family 
groups  maintain  the  shelter  of  their  own  roof 
in  the  colder  weather  and  confine  themselves 
more  to  the  company  of  their  own  circle.-  The 
same  conditions  have  been  observed  by  students 
of  epidemology  in  countries  distantly  separted 
from  each  other,  such  as  America  and  Germany, 
and  the  conclusions  from  investigations  arrived 
at  independently  of  each  other  proved  that  about 
60  per  cent,  of  all  cases  are  believed  to  be  due 
to  contact  infection.  The  Board  of  Medical 
Officers  in  America  placed  the  percentage  of  con¬ 
tact  cases  at  62  per  cent.,  while  Drigalski,  for 
Germany,  gives  64  per  cent.,  which  approach  a 
sufficiently  close  parallel  from  them  to  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  merely  accident  or  coincidence.  Anti¬ 
typhoid  vaccination  should,  therefore,  be  more 
freely  resorted  to  throughout  the  State. 

Meteorological  and  climatic  factors  are 
noticeable  also  in  the  Diphtheric  Curve,  which 
reached  the  point  of  culmination  at  the  end  of 
July,  1915,  falling  in  the  intervening  months  to 
maintain  a  light  periodical  fluctuation  until  the 
month  of  May  this  year,  when  it  rose  again  with 


the  advent  of  cold  weather  and  hygroscopic  con¬ 
ditions  of  the  atmosphere,  the  relative  humidity 
of  which  was  considerably  increased,  also 
favoured  a  tendency  to  a  relaxed  and  congested 
condition  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  throat 
and  respiratory  passages  with  considerable  en¬ 
gorgement  and  congestion  of  the  superficial  ves¬ 
sels  in  that  region,  specially  facilitating  the  en¬ 
trance  and  development  of  pathogenic  organisms, 
more  so  that  of  the  diphtheria  bacillus.  Co¬ 
operating  with  these  factors  there  was  also  pro¬ 
bably  a  lowered  resistance  upon  the  part  of  the 
community,  especially  the  infantile  and  juvenile 
portions,  from  the  continued  and  enervating  heat 
of  the  summer  months,  which  leaves  them  a  prey 
to  attacks  of  zymotic  and  other  diseases  at  this 
time  of  the  year. 

Latterly,  the  dangers  of  picture  palaces  and 
shows  of  any  kind  have  been  pointed  out  as 
favouring  the  spread  of  the  disease — a  crowd 
packed  together,  probably  three-fourths  of  them 
children  of  school  age,  and  where  sweets,  fruits, 
biscuits,  and  bottles  of  ginger-beer,  lemonade, 
and  other  liquids  are  passed  from  one  to  the 
other,  furnishes  an  ideal  place  for  the  spread  of 
zymotic  diseases. 

Following  up  of  carriers  and  swabbing  of 
throats  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year  as 
heretofore,  but  some  later  writers  and  autho¬ 
rities  are  now  advocating  a  more  general  removal 
of  the  tonsils  and  adenoids  than  has  hitherto  been 
the  case  in  the  treatment  of  the  persistent  car¬ 
rier  if  it  is  wished  to  promptly  terminate  the  ' 
condition.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  in  the 
taking  of  swabs  for  bacteriological  examination 
any  previous  applications  may  and  do  destroy  the 
bacilli  on  the  surface,  while  they  leave  them  in¬ 
tact  in  the  crypts  of  the  tonsils  and  the  fold  of 
the  adenoid  tissue,  so  that  a  case  may  continue 
to  show  a  negative  result;  but  the  person  may 
be  all  the  same  a  potent  successful  distributor  of 
the  disease,  and  this  condition  may  be  kept  up 
for  months.  The  operation  can  be  carried  out 
in  most  instances  two  or  three  weeks  after  the 
clinical  recovery  of  the  patient,  and  is  advan¬ 
tageous  in  other  respects— that  it  removes  a  great 
deal  of  the  boggy  and  unhealthy  tissue  which 
does  no  good  to  the  patient  and  is  always  a  con¬ 
stant  source  of  danger  in  aiding  the  tendency  to 
sore  throats  on  the  slightest  possible  change 
in  the  meteorological  conditions  of  any 
kind,  and  often  improve  the  mental  con¬ 
dition  of  the  patient  at  the  same  time. 
Anti-toxin  should  also  be  used  in  every  instance 
as  early  as  possible,  not  even  waiting  for  the 
results  of  the  bacteriological  examination  before 
administering  it,  as  all  sore  throats  should  be 
regarded  as  diphtheric  in  character  or  likely  to 
become  so  at  any  moment,  and  the  earlier  it  is 
used  the  more  efficient  is  its  action  in  neutralising 
the  toxin  in  the  blood  formed  by  the  diphtheria 
bacilli.  The  persistency  of  the  Annual  Diph¬ 
theric  Curve  shows  that  it  is  not  widely  enough 
resorted  to  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease. 
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Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis. 

Epidemic  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  has 
occurred  throughout,  the  year  amongst  the  com¬ 
batant  and  civil  population.  One  hundred  and 
one  cases  were  notified  to  this  Department  dur¬ 
ing  the  year,  of  which  55  were  amongst  the  mili¬ 
tary  population  and  46  (including  4  negatives) 
amongst  the  civil  population,  the  latter  only 
coming  directly  under  my  control. 


Brisbane  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  15 

South  Brisbane  . .  . .  .  .  . .  8 

Windsor  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  2 

Balmoral  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

Ithaca  ...  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Toombul  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  2 

Stephens  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  3 

Kcdron  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Enoggera  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Toowong  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Wynnum  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Indooroopilly  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  l 

Hamilton  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Sandgate  . .  . ,  . .  . .  . .  1 


46 

Of  these  46  civil  cases  the  age  and  sex  distri¬ 
bution  were  as  follows: — 


0  to  1  year  . . 

1  to  2  years 

2  to  3  years  . . 

3  to  4  years 

4  to  5  years 

5  to  15  years 
15  to  30  years 

30  years  and  upwards 


Males. 

4 

6 

2 

3 

1 

3 

2 

1 


Females. 

2 

3 

4 
1 
3 
3 
6 


Total  .  .  22  .  .  24 

From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  in  the 
age  group  0-4  years  the  heaviest  attack  was  upon 
males  in  a  ratio  of  l1/)  to  1,  but  in  the  age  group 
from  4  onwards  the  evidence  as  regards  sex  is 
reversed,  females  showing  the  heaviest  rate  in 
a  ratio  of  2  to  1.  Taking  the  numbers,  how¬ 
ever,  for  the  whole  age  groups,  the  rate  of  inci¬ 
dence  is  pretty  near  equal  for  both  sexes,  the 
females  showing  a  slight  preponderance;  but 
these  numbers  are  too  small  in  themselves  from 
which  to  draw  any  conclusive  deductions. 


Symptomatology. — The  disease  was  ushered 
in  as  a  rule  suddenly  with  vomiting,  rise  of 
temperature,  pains  in  the  head  and  neck,  and  in 
the  majority  of  cases  head  retraction  and  Ker- 
nig’s  sign  were  present.  The  evidence  of  an 
accompanying  rash  was  variable.  When  it  did 
occur  it  was  of  a  petechial  nature,  and  limited 
mostly  to  the  buttocks  and  legs. 

In  many  of  the  cases  convulsions  were  a 
prominent  feature  of  the  complaint;  in  others 
the  symptoms  were  more  of  the  nature  of  a  gen¬ 
eral  drowsiness,  gradually  verging  into  a  state 
of  unconsciousness  and  coma.  In  those  cases 
where  recovery  took  place  it  varied ;  some  re¬ 
gained  convalescence  in  two  weeks,  in  others 
longer,  and  in  one  or  two  cases  up  to  two  months. 

Etiology. — After  following  up  several  of  the 
cases,  it  was  evident  that  milk  or  water  could  not 
be  regarded  as  causative  factors  in  this  com¬ 
plaint.  In  several  instances  tinned  milk  was 
used,  in  another  no  milk  at  all,  whilst  those  in 
which  cows’  milk  was  used  each  case  had  it  from 
a  separate  dairy,  and  on  making  further  inqui¬ 
ries  no  secondary  cases  had  occurred  in  either  of 
these  households,  nor  was  any  other  case  of  the 
disease  known  amongst  any  other  of  the  cus¬ 
tomers  supplied  from  that  source;  and  the  water 
used  was  mostly  town  supply,  and  what  has  been 


said  with  regard  to  the  milk  supply  applies  also 
to  this  and  to  the  food.  Nor  could  dust  or  dirt 
be  considered  a  prominent  feature  in  the  occur¬ 
rence,  as  most  of  the  houses  visited  were  clean 
and  well  kept,  and  in  many  instances  of  a  better 
order,  and  places  where  it  would  have  been  ex¬ 
pected  to  occur  seemed  to  escape  altogether. 
There  was  no  indication  of  its  spread  by  schools, 
nor  was  there  any  evidence  that  it  was  favour¬ 
ably  or  unfavourably  influenced  by  topographi¬ 
cal  situation.  It  occurred  equally  outside  the 
confines  of  the  Metropolitan  Area  on  the  top  of 
a  series  of  hills  and  far  removed  from  any  other 
houses,  and  in  the  hollows  and  depressions  in 
and  around  the  city;  in*fact,  the  spread  of  this 
disease  disobeys  the  epidemiological  characteris¬ 
tics  of  other  infectious  diseases.  Although  the 
heaviest  rate  of  incidence  has  been  in  the  Bris¬ 
bane  and  South  Brisbane  areas,  yet  there  has 
been  no  marked  tendency  for  the  cases  to  group 
themselves  round  any  particular  foci — only  in 
two  streets  were  there  more  than  one  case,  and 
these  were  well  separated  as  regards  distance, 
and  no  connections  could  be  traced  between  them. 

The  first  appearance  of  the  disease  occurred 
last  year  (July)  and  apparently  coincided  with 
the  arrival  of  some  of  the  volunteers  from  Tas¬ 
mania  who  came  to  make  up  one  of  the  battalions, 
and  observations  in  other  places  where  the  disease 
is  present  confirms  the  belief  that  it  is  in  some 
way  connected  with  the  presence  of  troops  in  the 
areas  so  affected,  as  it  is  well  known  that  the 
bringing  together  of  a  large  number  of  recruits 
in  camp  is  apt  to  be  followed  by  a  prevalence  of 
the  disease. 

.  From  the  Reports  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  reference  is  contained  therein  with  regard 
'to  outbreaks  in  certain  districts  during  the  first 
six  months  of  1915 — in  some  of  the  districts  in 
Wiltshire,  where  a  number  of  cases  occurred  in 
the  second  part  of  1914 — and  in  the  early  part 
of  the  following  year  at  Reading,  Bristol,  Ports¬ 
mouth,  and  Liverpool.  It  also  appears  that  one 
of  the  Canadian  contingents  had  cases  at  Val- 
cartier  Camp  before  leaving  Canada,  and  cases 
continued  to  occur  after  they  reached  England 
and  were  encamped  on  Salisbury  Plains,  and  the 
disease  was  definitely  established  amongst  them 
by  the  end  of  1914.  In  1915  40  cases  occurred 
in  the  city  of  Salisbury,  which  had  become1  a 
large  military  centre,  and  other  cases  occurred 
in  other  urban  and.  rural  districts  in  the  same 
county ;  the  outbreak  in  Reading  included  some 
20  cases  amongst  the  troops  in  the  town,  and 
cases  continued  amongst  the  civil  and  military 
population  during  the  first  six  months  of  1915. 
Iu  Bristol  90  cases  were  notified  in  the  first  six 
months  of  1915.  I11  Portsmouth  the  first  cases 

occurred  amongst  the  naval  and  military  popula¬ 
tion,  and  subsequently  50  were  notified  amongst 
the  civilians.  A  small  outbreak  in  Winchester 
also  seemed  to  have  originated  with  the  military. 

As  far  back  as  1839  the  disease  was  carried 
all  over  France,  from  the  Pyrenees  to  the  Rhine, 
by  the  French  18th  Light  Horse  Infantry. 

There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  same 
factors  are  in  operation  here,  as  contact  with  the 
troops  either  directly  or  indirectly  has  been 
ascertained  in  the  majority  of  the  cases  occurring 
in  the  civil  population,  and  the  disease  seems  to 
have  first  made  its  appearance  amongst  the 
troops  as  already  stated.  The  cause  of  the  dis¬ 
ease  is  <<3ue  to  the  presence  of  a  micro-organism, 
the  meningococcus,  in  the  mucous  secretions 
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of  the  naso-pharynx  of  patients  and  a  cer¬ 
tain  number  of  individuals,  apparently  healthy, 
who  have  been  in  contact  with  patients.  Some 
observers  attribute  this  as  the  sole  cause  of  the 
disease;  others,  equally  competent  observers, 
maintain  that  the  organism  does  not  cause  the 
disease,  but  that  the  real  infecting  agent  is  a 
very  minute  organism  capable  of  passing  through 
the  pores  of  a  bacteriological  filter,  or  that  the 
two  are  different  phases  in  the  life-history  of 
a  single  causal  micro-organism.  The  whole  sub¬ 
ject  is  surrounded  at  the  present  time  by  a  great 
deal  of  speculative  controversy,  and  no  finality 
has  been  reached  in  the  matter,  so  that  it  has  to 
be  left  to  modern  research  for  further  elucida¬ 
tion. 

The  measures  taken  to  prevent  dissemina¬ 
tion:  Medical  inspection  is  carried  out  immedi¬ 
ately  in  all  cases  as  far  as  possible  on  receiving 
notification,  and  instructions  given  as  to  steps 
necessary  to  take  in  the  combating  of  the  disease. 

Prophylaxis. — Taking  swabs  from  the  naso¬ 
pharynx  of  all  contacts,  which  are  transmitted 
to  the  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  investiga¬ 
tion  and  subsequent  location  of  carriers. 

Keeping  of  school  children  from  school  for 
twenty-one  days,  and  from  any  places  of  amuse¬ 
ment,  and  adults  for  the  same  period  from  public 
assemblies;  gargling  of  throats  and  spraying  of 
noses  with  potassium  permanganate  (1  in  1,000) 
according  to  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  dealing  with  the  disease, 
and  general  measures  of  disinfection  carried  out 
by  this  Department  in  every  instance. 

Jl, 

Lazaret,  Peel  Island. 

The  total  number  of  inmates  remaining  on  the 

30th  June,  1915,  was  ..  ..  ..47 

Admitted  during  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1916 

— Whites  3,  coloured  3  . .  .  •  •  •  6 

53 

Died  during  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1916 — 

Whites  2  (males  2,  female  0)  .  .  . .  2 

Coloured  4  (males  4,  females  0)  .  .  . .  4 

6 

Discharged  during  the  year  ending  30th  June, 

1916 — Males  2,  female  1  ..  ..  •  •  3 

9 

Leaving  a  total  of  44  inmates  on  the  30th  June,  1916, 
made  up  as  follows  : — - 


White  males 

.  . 

••  ^16 

White  females 

•  • 

•  • 

2/ 

Coloured  males 

•  . 

.  • 

••  ^1-28 

Coloured  females 

2} 

44 

The  male  coloured  inmates  are  as  follow : — 
South  Sea  Islanders,  12  ;  aboriginals,  6  ;  kanakas, 
2 ;  half-castes,  4 ;  Chinese,  1 ;  Japanese,  1 ;  =  26. 

The  varieties  of  the  disease  prevalent 
amongst  the  inmates  were — 

1.  Tubercular  Leprosy. 

2.  Mixed  Leprosy. 

The  treatment  during  the  year  has  been  car¬ 
ried  on  with  Cliaulmoogra  oil  and  antileprol  until 
latterly,  when  no  more  of  the  antileprol  was  ob¬ 
tainable  owing  to  the  conditions  of  the  war  exist¬ 
ing  and  the  fact  that  all  supplies  proceeded  ordi¬ 
narily  from  Germany,  which  had  the  sole  control 
of  manufacture. 


When  this  happened  many  of  the  patients 
changed  to  Chaulrnoogra  oil  administered  in  gela¬ 
tine  capsules,  and  in  this  way  they  have  been  able 
to  overcome  somewhat  the  nauseating  effects  of 
the  oil.  The  results  obtainable  this  year  have 
continued  to  be  beneficial  to  both  sections  of  the 
affected  community,  but  more  especially  to  the 
whites,  in  three  of  which,  two  men  and  one 
woman,  the  clinical  symptoms  disappeared  almost 
entirely,  and  bacteriological  examination  on  four 
separate  occasions,  at  three  monthly  periods, 
failed  to  demonstrate  the  presence  of  the  specific 
bacillus  of  the  disease  (Bacillus  Leprae),  so  that 
they  were  entitled  to  be  discharged  under  quaran¬ 
tine  surveillance  and  to  report  themselves  further 
to  this  Department  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  as  required. 

Chaulrnoogra  oil  still  contines  to  maintain  its 
reputation  as  a  curative  and  specific  remedy  in 
this  complaint,  and  other  workers  in  the  same 
sphere  testify  to  its  effectivity  in  the  treatment  of 
the  disease,  notably  McCoy  and  Hollimnan  of  the 
United  States  Leprosy  Investigation  Station  at 
Hawaii,  who  have  written  and  given  a  summary 
of  their  experiences  with  Chaulrnoogra  oil  and 
the  present  state  of  knowledge  with  regard  to 
it.  They  state  that  they  have  administered  it 
in  some  form  to  nearly  every  leper  coming  under 
their  care,  the  majority  of  them  taking  it  in  a 
gelatine  capsule.  It  was  given  in  forty-two 
cases,  in  sixteen  of  which  it  was  given  for  periods 
of  ten  to  seventeen  months. 

The  Director  of  Public  Health  in  the  Philip¬ 
pine  Islands  also  refers  to  the  efficacy  in  this 
respect  in  a  report  published  in  1914,  in  which 
nine  cases  were  treated  by  this  method  and  con¬ 
tinued  long  enough  to  give  it  a  fair  trial,  and 
the  result  of  which  was  that  five  of  the  patients 
apparently  made  a  recovery  from  the  clinical 
point  of  view ;  and  many  of  the  writers  upon  the 
subject — amongst  others,  Manson,  Scheube,  Cas- 
tellani  and  Chalmers,  Morrow,  Hutchinson, 
Sands,  Ashburton  Thompson,  and  Dyer — express 
opinions  more  or  less  favourable  concerning  it. 

Owing  in  some  instances  to  its  depressent 
effect  taken  over  a  long  period,  it  is  usual  to  com¬ 
bine  the  administration  with  some  form  of  tonic 
treatment  which  corrects  this  tendency,  and  this 
course  is  being  followed  out  at  the  Lazaret,  and 
along  with  it  is  also  incorporated  the  use  of  hot 
carbonate  of  soda  baths  alternating  with  salt 
water  ones.  One  or  two  of  the  patients  at  their 
own  request  are  taking  dugong  oil,  because  there 
is  a  tendency  to  try  everything  that  may  be  of 
benefit  to  them;  but  it  has  not  been  proved  to 
exert  any  special  influence  over  this  disease  com¬ 
parable  with  the  effects  of  the  Chaulrnoogra  pre¬ 
paration. 

Outside  Visits. 

Visits  were  made  to  Stanthorpe  and  Morven 
with  regard  to  the  occurrence  and  persistence  of 
typhoid  fever  in  these  towns,  and  in  the  latter 
town  a  gross  departure  and  neglect  of  providing 
any  sanitary  rules  was  observed,  with  the  con¬ 
tinued  existence  of  that  insanitary  juggernaut, 
the  old  cesspit,  which  should  have  been  swept 
out  of  existence  long  ago  and  a  properly  con¬ 
structed  conservative  system  installed  in  its 
place.  No  proper  garbage  system  existed  in  the 
town,  refuse  being  thrown  about  here,  there,  and 
everywhere  at  random,  the  sanitary  conscience 
seeming  to  have  receded  to  a  limit. 
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A  report  was  drawn  up  and  advice  tendered 
with  regard  to  bringing  this  town  more  into 
line  demanded  by  modern  sanitary  requirements, 
without  which  they  could  not  expect  to  rid  them¬ 
selves  of  the  disease  which  hung  over  them  at 
all  times,  threatening  them  with  epidemic  exten¬ 
sion.  Various  sanitary  defects  and  delinquencies 
were  noticed  in  the  former  town,  and  they  were 
referred  to  in  a  report  and  advice  tendered  for 
their  subsequent  amelioration  and  improvement. 

Rat  Gang. 

The  number  of  rats  destroyed  by  the  gang 
in  the  Metropolitan  Area  for  the  fiscal  year  was 
19,046,  an  increase  of  4,038,  and  9,477  were 
examined  bacteriologically. 

Although  there  has  been  a  considerable 
number  in  the  increase  of  rats  trapped,  &c.,  in 
comparison  with  last  year,  still  the  number  is 
insufficient  for  a  city  of  the  dimensions  of  Bris¬ 
bane,  seeing  that  it  is  extending  itself  rapidly 
in  almost  all  directions,  and  the  rats  are  still 
breeding  in  considerable  numbers  in  their  usual 
haunts  and  are  bound  to  migrate  further  out  in 
company  with  the  population  and  establish  new 
foci  for  breeding  and  development  if  means  are 
not  taken  for  building  them  off  from  human 
habitations,  public  buildings,  wharves,  &c. 

Rat-proofing  has  been  carried  on  during  the 
year,  but  only  in  certain  areas,  and  it  is  obviously 
useless  to  rat-proof  some  buildings  and  leave 
others  untouched;  to  meet  with  any  measure  of 
success  it  must  be  done  generally.  Some  autho¬ 
rities  are  so  impressed  with  the  necessity  of 
carrying  out  this  reform  that  the  Commission 
Council  of  one  city — notably  New  Orleans,  where 
the  plague  prevailed  as  late  as  1914 — adopted 
.an  ordinance  decreeing  the  rat-proofing  of  all 
structures  in  that  city,  and  the  Supreme  Court 
has  recently  upheld  the  ruling  as  being  a  neces¬ 
sary  measure  for  the  protection  of  the  community 
from  the  possibility  of  a  plague  outbreak,  and 
decided  that  the  necessity  for  and  the  extent  of 
rat-proofing  required  by  the  ordinance  was  one 
of  fact  and  public  policy. 

In  Porto  Rico,  after  the  plague  outbreak  in 
1912,  the  rat-proofing  of  public  buildings  was 
given  the  same  attention  as  private  property, 
and  the  interested  co-operation  of  the  different 
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Insular  and  Federal  Government  officials  served 
to  effect  the  rat-proofing  of  most  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  constructions  where  the  procedure  was 
needed.  Several  thousand  dollars  were  contri¬ 
buted  towards  carrying  out  the  work.  The  chief 
plank  in  their  campaign  against  the  outbreak  of 
bubonic  plague  in  San  Juan,  1912,  was  the  quick¬ 
est  possible  rat-proofing  of  the  whole  city,  as  it 
was  recognised  that  merely  to  confine  measures 
to  individual  foci  of  infection  would  not  arrest 
the  march  of  infection,  and  would  be  imperative 
to  any  early  termination  of  cases,  either  rodent 
or  human ;  and  similar  measures  are  needed  here 
to  render  the  city  rat-proof.  And  the  danger 
there  is  of  the  disease  being  brought  to  this  State 
is  a  very  near  one,  seeing  the  proximity  to  it 
of  India,  Java,  China,  Japan,  &c.,  where  plague 
is  always  more  or  less  endemic  and  surging  up 
in  epidemic  reprisals  every  now  and  then. 

Vaccination. 

Has  been  carried  on  throughout  the  year, 
but  has  been  sought  chiefly  by  travellers,  visi¬ 
tors,  and  officials. going  to  the  islands  or  abroad 
generally,  but  the  general  population  seems  to  be 
still  sunk  in  the  apathy  of  indifference  with 
regard  to  a  matter  which  is  of  such  vital  import¬ 
ance  to  them,  and,  as  always  happens,  will  only 
awaken  to  the  danger  when  it  is  in  their  midst 
again,  brought  to  these  shores  from  the  older 
centres  of  civilisation  by  the  returning  troops 
or  by  people  from  the  congested  centres  who  are 
wending  their  way  towards  the  country  with  the 
object  of  establishing  a  home  beneath  the  Austral 
skies. 

It  is  obviously  useless  quoting  figures  and 
statistics  to  prove  the  advantages  of  vaccination, 
as  the  general  public  is  as  impervious  to  figures 
as  to  bygone  facts  which  do  not  immediately 
affect  them,  but  they  will  probably  have  reason 
to  regret  in  the  not  very  distant  future. 

Periodical  inspections  were  carried  out  ou 
the  various  sanitary  depots  of  the  Metropolitan 
Area  during  the  year,  and  visits  were  made  to 
outside  cases  with  other  members  of  the  profes¬ 
sion  in  aiding  and  confirming  diagnoses  in  suspi¬ 
cious  cases  of  many  kinds. 

Yours,  &c., 

J.  E.  THOMSON,  Health  Officer. 
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APPENDIX  B. 

REPORT  OF  DIRECTOR,  LABORATORY  OF  MICROBIOLOGY  AND 

PATHOLOGY. 


Brisbane,  22nd  August,  1916. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  fol¬ 
lowing  report  of  the  work  done  in  the  Laboratory 
during  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1916. 

Plague. 

An  increased  number  of  rats  was  examined 
during  the  year,  but  no  evidence  of  rat  plague 
was  found. 

Spleen  smears  from  rats  in  the  Northern 
coastal  towns  showed  a  large  increase  compared 
with  last  year,  but  in  none  of  them  was  the  plague 
bacillus  found. 

Tuberculosis. 

A  slightly  increased  number  of  sputa  was 
examined  for  the  tubercle  bacillus,  and  the  bacil¬ 
lus  was  found  in  a  number  that  was  absolutely 
and  relatively  less  than  last  year. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

An  increased  number  of  bloods  was  examined 
for  the  Widal  reaction.  During  the  year  a  great 
increase  occurred  in  the  number  of  urines  and 
faeces  examined  for  -the  typhoid  bacillus. 

Diphtheria. 

The  number  throat  swabs  examined  for  the 
diphtheria  bacillus  shows  a  slight  decrease  for 
the  year,  but  the  number  of  swabs  on  which  the 
bacillus  was  found  shows  an  increase  of  about 
2  per  cent. 

Enthetic  Diseases. 

The  number  of  specimens  submitted  by  the 
Enthetic  Diseases  Dispensary  showed  a  large 
increase.  The  results  of  the  smears  examined 
for  the  gonococcus  suggested  an  increase  in  the 
prevalence  of  gonorrhoea.  The  blood  sera 
examined  for  the  Wassermann  reaction  showed  a 
big  increase,  but  the  increase  in  the  number  giv¬ 
ing  a  positive  reaction  was  not  quite  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  increase  in  the  number  examined. 

Meningitis. 

During  the  year  a  large  increase  occurred 
in  the  number  of  throat  swabs  examined  for 
the  meningococcus.  The  increase  was  due 
almost  exclusively  to  work  done  for  the  military 
authorities.  The  number  in  which  the 
meningococcus  was  found  was  very  small,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  some  swabs  which,  at  the 
time  of  taking,  held  the  meningococcus,  at  the 
time  of  examination  failed  to  show  it. 

From  a  public  health  point'  of  view  this 
renders  the  attempted  control  of  carriers  prac¬ 
tically  futile. 


The  only  remedy  I  can  suggest  is  that 
arrangements  be  made  with  the  military  authori¬ 
ties  so  that  swabs  be  taken  and  cultures  made 
in  a  manner  that  would  be  likely  to  lead  to  more 
accurate  results. 

Clinical  Work. 

The  usual  amount  of  clinical  work  was 
done  for  medical  men  and  hospitals  during  the 
year,  with  little  of  interest  to  record  except 
that  Bilharziosis  has  been  imported  from  Egypt, 
and  the  parasite  will  in  all  probability  find 
means  in  Queensland  to  carry  on  its  life  history. 

The  amount  of  work  done  in  relation  to  the 
Pure  Foods  Act  was  very  small.  In  connection 
with  this  I  can  say  no  more  than  I  said  last 
year.  Food  work  properly  done  consumes  a 
large  amount  of  time,  and  with  a  staff  smaller 
than  last  year,  it  is  practically  impossible  to 
find  time  for  any  prolonged  investigation. 

Autogenous  Vaccines. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  a  slight 
diminution  in  the  number  of  autogenous  vac¬ 
cines  made,  this  being  no  doubt  one  of  the  effects 
of  the  war.  During  the  year  there  has  been  a 
big  increase  in  the  amount  of  work  done,  with  a 
decrease  in  the  staff  during  the  last  third  of  the 
year.  This  has  very  frequently  necessitated 
night  work,  so  that  if  the  work  continues  to 
increase,  I  cannot  see  how  the  present  staff  can 
continue  to  carry  on  the  work  as  satisfactorily 
as  in  the  past. 

Equipment. 

When  the  laboratory  was  equipped  five 
years  ago,  it  was  uncertain  what  branch  of  work 
would  in  the  then  future  demand  most  attention. 
In  consequence,  an  attempt  was  made  to  pre¬ 
pare  as  far  as  the  funds  allowed  for  every  class 
of  work.  Time  has  shown  that  a  small  part  of 
the  equipment  is  seldom  used,  and  the  greater 
part  is  in  constant  use. 

In  the  near  future  I  anticipate  that  part 
of  the  equipment,  which  shows  signs  of  wear  and 
tear,  will  need  replacing,  and  it  would  be  well 
to  add  new  equipment  before  an  absolute  break¬ 
down  occurs. 

A  tabular  summary  of  the  work  above 
referred  to  will  be  found  appended. 

Your  obediently, 

JOHN  J.  HARRIS, 

Director. 
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Iable  Giving  I  articulars  of  Specimens  Examined  at  Laboratory  of  Microbiology  during  Year  Ending 

30th  June,  1916. 


A.  Specimens  Examined  vrith  view  to  Diagnosis. 


Disease  Suspected. 

Nature  of  Specimen. 

Number. 

Positive. 

Plague 

Human  . . 

2 

Rats  . 

9,084 

Mice 

'677 

Bundaberg  Rat  Smears 

1,278 

Rockhampton  Rat  Smears 

1,276 

Townsville  Rat  Smears 

1,701 

Cairns  Rat  Smears 

'754 

Maryborough  Rat  Smears 

644 

Mackay  Rat  Smears 

615 

Bowen  Rat  Smears 

97 

Tuberculosis 

Sputum  . . 

600 

202 

Pus 

3 

Urine 

6 

Cerebro -spinal  Fluid  . . 

1 

Tissue 

2 

Pexitoneal  Fluid 

1 

Fluid 

1 

Typhoid 

Blood 

651 

242 

Water 

2 

Faeces 

141 

Urine 

275 

Leprosy 

Serum 

69 

30 

Tissue 

1 

V 

Diphtheria  . . 

Throat  Swabs 

6,284 

974 

Nasal  Swabs 

2 

Gonorrhoea  . . 

Pus 

996 

76 

Syphilis 

Blood 

656 

287 

• 

Cerebro -spinal  Fluid 

2 

9  9 

Smear 

1 

Malaria 

Blood 

2 

Ringworm  . . 

Scalp  Hairs 

1 

Ankylostomiasis 

Faeces 

7 

6 

Bilharzia  Haematobia 

Urine 

2 

1 

Meningitis  . . 

Swabs 

1,397 

32 

Spinal -fluid  (Cerebro)  . . 

20 

4 

Blood  Smears 

1 

Membrane  from  Throat 

1 

Brain  and  Spinal  Cord 

1 

Pus 

2 

i 

Pernicious  Anaemia 

Blood 

3 

Filaria 

Blood 

3 

Relapsing  Fever 

Blood 

1 

•#  , 

Amoebae 

Faeces 

2 

Dysentry 

Faeces 

1 

Vincent’s  Angina  . . 

Throat  Swab 

1 

Medico  -Legal 

Articles  of  clothing,  vaginal  swabs,  etc.,  for  sperma- 

35 

4 

tozoa 

Articles  of  clothing,  two  pieces  of  bottle,  one  razor 

27 

18 

handle,  one  razor  blade,  candlestick,  carving 

kniie,  for  human  bloodstains 

Tissue  for  evidence  of  pregnancy 

1 

•  • 

Malignancy 

Tissues  . .  . .  . .  .  •  •  •  •  •  . 

128 

•  * 

27,258 

Disease  Suspected. 


Autogenous 

Vaccines 


B. — Statement  of  Vaccines  Made. 


Nature  of  Specimen. 


Pus,  suppurative  arthritis 
Pus,  sinus  of  Arm 
Pus  from  Boil 
Pus  from  Arm 
Pus  from  Carbuncle  . . 

Pus  from  Sore 
Pus  from  Abscess 
Pus  fiom  Sinus 
Pus 

Culture  from  Mouth.. 

Blood  . 

Urine  .  . 

Sputum 

Pus  from  Teeth  and  Gums 
Pus 

Sputum 
Faeces  . . 

Blood  . . 

Urine  . . 


Carried  forward 


Organism. 

No. 

Staph-Auieus 

1 

Staph -Aureus 

1 

Staph-Aureus 

7 

Staph-Aureus 

1 

Staph-Aureus 

2 

Staph-Aureus 

1 

Staph-Aureus 

1 

Staph-Aureus 

1 

Staph-Aureus 

5 

Staph-Aureus 

1 

Staph-Aureus 

2 

Staph-Aureus 

2 

Staph-Aureus 

1 

Streptococci 

4 

Streptococci 

1 

Streptococci 

8 

Streptococci 

1 

Streptococci 

1 

Coliform  Bacilli 

9 

50 

B 
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Table  Giving  Particulars  or  Specimens  Examined  at  Laboratory  of  Microbiology  during  Year  ended 

30th  June,  1916 — continued. 


B. — Statement  of  Vaccines  Made — continued. 


Disease  Suspected. 

Nature  of  Specimen. 

Organism. 

No. 

• 

Brought  forward 

.. 

50 

Vaccines  . . 

Sputum 

•  .  • 

Diplocoeci 

5 

Nasal  Mucus  .  . 

•  •  • 

M.  Catarrhalis  . . 

i 

Pus  from  Knee 

•  •  • 

B.  Pyocyaneus  . . 

i 

Pus,  Lumbar  Sinus  . . 

•  •  • 

B.  Pyocyaneus  . . 

i 

Pus  (Acne  Case) 

•  •  • 

Staph-Albus 

i 

Nasal  Discharge 

•  •  • 

Diphtheroid  Baciili 

i 

Sputum 

•  •  • 

Pneumo  cocci 

i 

i 

Pus 

•  •  • 

Gonococci 

Pus  from  Leg 

•  •  • 

Mixed  Organisms 

i 

Pus  from  Empyema 

•  •  • 

Mixed  Organisms 

i 

Pus  from  Kidney 

•  •  • 

Mixed  Organisms 

i 

Autogenous 

Pus  from  Boil 

•  •  • 

Mixed  Organisms 

i 

Vaccines 

Pus 

•  **  •  • 

Mixed  Organisms 

3 

Mucus 

•  •  • 

Mixed  Organisms 

1 

Mucus  from  Throat  . . 

•  •  • 

Mixed  Organisms 

1 

Sputum 

•  •  • 

Mixed  Organisms 

17 

Nasal  Sw  ab  . . 

•  •  • 

Mixed  Organisms 

1 

Throat  and  Nasal  Swabbing. 

•  •  • 

Mixed  Organisms 

1 

Urine  . . 

•  •  • 

Mixed  Organisms 

4 

Cerebro  -spinal  Fluid 

•  •  • 

Meningococci 

1 

Stock  Culture 

. 

Meningococci  doses 
Pneumococci  doses 

B.  Typhosus  doses 

25 

9 

8,677 

8,806 

C. — Miscellaneous. 


Disease  Suspected. 

Nature  of  Specimen. 

Number. 

Miscellaneous  . . 

Water 

73 

Foods — Ice-cream,  Ices,  Milk,  Cream,  Fish,  etc. 

78 

Disinfectants 

28 

Filters 

5 

Urine,  Coliform  Bacilli 

5 

Urine,  General  Examination  Pus,  Sugar 

11 

* 

Blood,  Corpuscle  enumeration 

7 

• 

Blood,  differential  Leucocyte  count  . . 

13 

Blood  Haemoglobin  estimation 

3 

Cerebro -spinal  Fluid,  differential  count 

1 

Mucus  from  Bladder 

1 

,  . 

Faeces  for  Worms 

1 

Vegetable  Material  for  sterility 

3 

Mud 

3 

Examination  for  Bacteria. 

Urine  . .  .  •  ... 

13 

Cultures  . . 

12 

Pus  ' . * . 

9 

Sputum  .  . 

6 

• 

Spinal  Fluid 

0 

Brain  and  Fluid 

1 

Fluid . 

5 

Blood 

3 

Swabs 

2 

Faeces 

2 

Spleen 

1 

Mutton  . . 

1 

Ear  and  Throat  Swabs 

2 

Serum 

1 

296 
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APPENDIX  C. 

REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  FOR  ENTHETIC  DISEASES. 


Brisbane,  30th  June,  1916. 

•  Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  work  performed  by  me  at 
the  Enthetic  Diseases  Dispensary  and  at  the 
Examination  Rooms  at  William  Street  for  the 
year  ended  June  30tli,  1916. 

Examination  Rooms. 

The  number  of  women  examined  during  the 
year  was  884.  Blood  was  taken  for  the  carry¬ 
ing  out  of  the  Wassermann  test  in  310  cases. 
Of  this  total  number  of  women  63  were  new 
cases — that  is,  had  not  been  offering  themselves 
for  examination  previous  to  this  last  year. 

As  a  result  of  the  examination,  86  women 
were  found  to  be  suffering  from  either 
gonorrhoea  or  syphilis  and  were  committed  to 
the  Enthetic  Diseases  Ward  at  the  Brisbane 
General  Hospital  on  a  Police  Magistrate’s  order. 
The  usual  treatment  was  carried  out  at  the 
hospital,  and  results  in  the  great  majority  of 
cases  were  very  good.  Most  of  the  patients 
were  very  amenable  to  discipline,  and  little  or  no 
trouble  was  experienced  in  connection  with  the 
ward. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  there  is  not 
some  means  of  compelling  a  larger  number  of 
the  prostitutes  of  Brisbane  to  submit  themselves 
for  examination  at  regular  intervals.  At  present 
only  a  small  percentage  so  present  themselves, 
and  the  benefit  accruing  from  the  system  as 
now  in  force  is  consequently  not  nearly  so  great 
as  it  might  be. 

Enthetic  Diseases  Dispensary. 

This  portion  of  the  work  is  carried  out  at 
the  out-patients  department  of  the  Brisbane 


General  Hospital  on  four  days  a  week:  The 
total  number  of  attendances  at  the  Dispensary 
during  the  year  was  2,922;  of  these  2,887  were 
males  and  35  females.  Results  again  were  uni¬ 
formly  good,  and  the  patients  were  made  to 
realise  the  seriousness  of  venereal  disease  and 
the  precautions  to  be  taken  to  avoid  communi¬ 
cating  the  disease  to  innocent  persons.  Most 
of  the  patients  were  regular  in  their  attendance 
and  persistent  in  treatment  until  the  disease 
was  completely  eradicated.  Cases  which  were 
not  suitable  for  out-patient  treatment  were 
recommended  for  admission  to  the  wards  of  the 
hospital,  and  were  treated  there  until  well 
enough  to  return  to  the  out-patients’  depart¬ 
ment. 

The  work  in  this  department  was  some¬ 
what  hampered  by  our  inability  to  obtain 
Salvarsan  for  the  treatment  of  syphilis.  This 
is  to  be  regretted,  as  without  this  drug  patienrs 
remain  for  a  much  longer  period  in  an  acutely 
infectious  condition,  and  in  this  way  the  risk 
of  innocent  persons  contracting  the  disease,  and 
especially  of  the  members  of  the  patient’s  fandly 
doing  so,  is  greatly  increased.  This  has  now 
been  remedied,  as  a  supply  of  Arsenobenzol  has 
been  received.  I  wish  to  thank  the  Superin¬ 
tendent,  Medical  Officers,  and  Nursing  Staff  of 
the  General  Hospital,  and  Nurse  Cruise,  of  the 
Health  Department,  for  their  courtesy  and  for 
assistance  rendered  me  during  the  year. 

I  have,  &c., 

H.  S.  WALSH,  M.B.,  Ch.M., 
Medical  Officer. 
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APPENDIX  D. 

REPORT  OE  GOVERNMENT  ANALYST. 


Government  Chemical  Laboratory, 

Brisbane,  28th  July,  1916. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  herewith  to  submit 
my  report  for  the  year  1915-16,  in  accordance 
with  section  31  of  the  Health  Act. 


Food  or  Drug. 


Baking  powder 
Beer 

Beverages  and  cordials 

Brandy 

Bread 

Butter 

Cheese 

Coffee 

Colourings  and  dyes 
Condiments 
Confectionery 
Cream  of  tartar 

Custard,  cake,  and  pudding  powders 

Disinfectants 

Drugs  and  medicines 

Essences 

Fish,  tinned 

Fish,  not  tinned 

Flours  ... 

Fruit  crystals 
Fruit,  dried 
Fruit,  tinned 
Gin 

Ice-cream  and  ices 
Jams  and  jellies 
Margarine  . . 

Meats,  tinned 
Meats,  not  tinned  . . 

Milk,  condensed 
Milk,  dried  . . 

Milk,  fresh  . .  . .  . .  , 

Miscellaneous 

Oils,  essenial,  medicated,  etc. 

Peas,  tinned 

Rum 

Sauces 

Soap 

Spices 

Tobacco  . .  . . 

Toilet  preparations 

Vegetables,  tinned 

Vinegar 

Whisky 

Wine 


Water  (for  potability) 
Waters  (W.  and  S.  Board) 


The  miscellaneous  samples  consisted  of 
hydrometers,  mushrooms,  rennet  tablets,  rat  poi¬ 
son,  Bitacreame,  apple  pulp,  barley  meal,  carra- 
way  seeds,  sauerkraut,  beer  pipe,  flux,  cake,  face 
pad,  fly  killer,  galvanit,  serpents’  eggs,  smokodor, 
sarsa  rouser,  tartaric  acid,  fixo-pest,  alkali,  alum, 


The  number  of  samples  examined  during 
the  year  was  1,488,  a  decrease  from  the  previous 
years  of  181  samples.  The  decrease  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  fresh  milk  samples  more  than  accounts  for 
the  total  decrease.  The  .work  done  during  the 
year  is  shown  in  the  following  table : — 


Total  Number  of 
Samples. 

Samples  Passed. 

Samples  Failed. 

31 

23 

8 

7 

4 

3 

89 

55 

34 

36 

7 

29 

3 

3 

,  • 

2 

2 

•  • 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

10 

2 

8 

4 

4 

11 

5 

6 

43 

30 

13 

24 

21 

3 

2 

1 

1 

77 

73 

4 

37 

23 

14 

88 

75 

13 

10 

6 

4 

14 

14 

,  # 

3 

.  3 

6 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1 

7 

4 

3 

12 

10 

2 

30 

27 

3 

7 

7 

•  . 

13 

7 

6 

52 

29 

29 

6 

6 

*  • 

3 

3 

•  • 

455 

370 

85 

77 

65 

12 

31 

24 

7 

2 

t  , 

2 

17 

9 

8 

4 

4 

•  . 

9 

7 

2 

5 

1 

4 

4 

,  , 

4 

74 

69 

5 

13 

12 

1 

4 

1 

3 

60 

6 

54 

29 

27 

2 

• 

1,417 

32 

39 

1,488 

1,037 

380 

orlex  compound,  virol,  bitumastic  solution,  car¬ 
bon  enamel,  foam  heading,  brain,  glue,  biscuits, 
formalin,  wyandotte,  currants  and  raisins,  lax, 
Dutch  cleanser,  cocoa,  cream,  honey,  pepper, 
pickles,  preservatives ,  rice,  salt,  and  sewage 
effluent. 
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Of  the  total  number  of  samples  submitted,  Health  Act.  The  results  are  summarised  in  the 

687  were  ‘  legal”  samples  taken  by  inspectors  following  table : — 

strictly  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 


Food  or  Drug. 

» 

No.  of# 
Samples. 

Passed. 

Failed. 

Unfit  for 
Analysis 
or  Lost  in 
Transit. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Convic¬ 

tions. 

Fines  and 
Costs. 

• 

£  s.  d. 

Beer 

2 

2 

Beer  pipe 

1 

1 

Beverages  and  cordials 

38 

22 

16 

6 

6 

15  8  8 

Biscuits 

4 

1 

3 

Brandy 

31 

7 

23 

i 

6 

6 

40  il  6 

Bread 

3 

3 

Cake 

1 

1 

Corned  beef  . . 

1 

i 

Cream 

1 

1 

Cream  of  tarter 

18 

io 

8 

3 

3 

15  ie  8 

Currants  and  raisins 

3 

3 

Essences 

2 

1 

i 

Ginger 

1 

1 

#  % 

Gin 

5 

4 

i 

2 

2 

8  9  0 

Lead  (from  butcher’s  block) 

2 

2 

Milk,  fresh  . . 

442 

349 

79 

ii 

59 

58 

579  io  6 

Mincemeat  and  sausages  . . 

47 

28 

19 

.  .  - 

13 

13 

86  13  6 

Pepper 

1 

,  , 

1 

,  , 

Rum 

15 

6 

9 

2 

2 

11  17  11 

Sardines 

4 

4 

Tartaric  acid 

7 

7 

Whisky 

55 

6 

49 

%  , 

12 

12 

51  14  5 

Wine  . 

3 

2 

1 

*  * 

•  • 

•  • 

687 

451 

221 

15 

103 

102 

810  8  2 

In  those  samples  that  are  close  to  the  stan¬ 
dard  or  only  slightly  adulterated,  a  warning  is 
given  in  the  first  instance  by  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment.  The  two  samples  of  beer  submitted,  which 
were  taken  from  different  hotels  using  lead  pipe, 
contained  lead  at  the  rate  of  0-25  grains  per 
gallon.  This  evidence  indicates  the  wisdom  of 
prohibiting  the  use  of  lead  piping  for  beer 
pumps.  Four  firms  were  prosecuted  and  fined 
for  adding  potassium  iodide  (a  potent  mineral 
drug)  to  compound  cordials.  The  proportion  of 
potassium  iodide  present  ranged  from  3  to  14-5 
grains  per  pint.  These  prosecutions  were  very 
necessary,  as  potassium  iodide  is  a  drug  that 
should  not  be  foisted  indiscriminately  and  sur¬ 
reptitiously  on  the  public.  The  cream  of  tartar 
samples  that  failed  to  pass  the  standard  consisted 
wholly  or  in  part  of  acid  calcium  phosphate  or 
acid  sodium  phosphate  and  starch.  Although 
these  acid  phosphates  can  be  used  in  place  of 
cream  of  tartar  in  baking  powder,  they  are  cer¬ 
tainly  not  substitutes  for  cream  of  tartar  when 
considered  from  a  medicinal  standpoint.  The  19 
samples  of  mincemeat  and  sausages  were  con¬ 
demned  for  the  presence  of  excessive  amounts  of 
sulphite  preservative,  the  excess  ranging  from 
5  to  500  per  cent,  in  excess  of  the  maximum  pro¬ 
portion  allowed  by  the  Regulations. 

In  the  case  of  the  spirituous  liquors,  105  of 
which  were  submitted  by  the  inspectors  as  just 


on  or  below  standard,  71  were  found  to  be  below 
the  standard.  All  these  were  condemned  for 
adulteration  with  water,  and  in  a  few  instances 
also  for  the  presence  of  dirt  and  flies.  The  pro¬ 
portion  of  water  added  ranged  from  1  to  40  per 
cent. 


The  position  with  regard  to  the  442  “legal” 
samples  of  milk  submitted  is  as  follows: — 


No.  of 
Samples. 

Percentage 
of  Total. 

In  conformity  with  the  standard 

333 

75-3 

Genuine  milks  below  the  standard  . . 

16 

3-6 

Adulterated  with  water 

70 

15-8 

Deficient  in  fat 

9 

21 

Unfit  for  analysis  and  lost  in  transit . . 

14 

3-2 

442 

1000 

One  of  the  most  significant  features  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  milk  samples  •  submitted  was 
the  large  number  (16)  of  genuine  milks  that 
failed  to  meet  the  standard.  These  samples  were 

distributed  as  follows: — 

South  Brisbane  Railway  Station  8  samples 
South  Brisbane  Cart  Supply  . .  3  samples 

North  Brisbane  Railway  Station  2  samples 
North  Queensland  . .  . .  3  samples 

These  abnormal  samples  are  obviously  the 
result  of  the  abnormal  drought  conditions  with 
the  resulting  absence  of  suitable  food. 


The  following  table  shows  the  result  of  the  milk  inspection  (legal  samples  only),  set  out 
according  to  localities: — 


Locality. 

No.  Samples. 

Failed. 

Percentage 

Failed. 

Average  % 
Added  Water. 

Brisbane  North 

134 

16  (14  watered  ;  2  deficient  in  fat) 

12 

12 

Brisbane  South 

91 

12  (12  watered) 

13 

13 

Brisbane  Railway  Stations 

34 

5  (watered) 

14 

5 

Brisbane  Restaurants 

20 

Bundaberg 

11 

3  (watered) 

27 

26 

Caims 

6 

Charters  Towers 

8 

(1  watered) 

12 

37 

Childers 

1 

Cooktown  . . 

2 

2  (watered) 

ioo 

9 

Gayndah 

5 

5  (watered) 

100 

9 

Gladstone  . . 

3 

3  (watered) 

100 

33 

Gympie 

9 

2  (1  watered  ;  1  deficient  in  fat) 

22 

7 

Hughenden . . 

6 

1  (deficient  in  fat) 

16 

Innisfail 

3 

2  (watered) 

66 

6 

Ipswich 

12 

Nil 

*  . 

•  * 

Kingaroy  . . 

4 

4  (deficient  in  fat)  all  from  same  owner 

100 

•  • 

Mackay 

10 

,  , 

,  , 

Maryborough 

11 

4  (watered) 

36 

7 

Nambour  . . 

4 

1  (watered) 

25 

19 

Nanango 

3 

1  (watered) 

33 

5 

Rockhampton 

17 

6  (5  watered  ;  1  deficient  in  fat) 

35 

14 

Sandgate 

6 

Stanthorpe 

5 

• 

•  •  4 

Toowoomba 

12 

1  (watered) 

8 

8 

Townsville  . . 

15 

8  (watered) 

53 

28 

Warwick 

9 

1  (watered ) 

11 

25 

(Tinned  Milk) 

1 

1  (watered ) 

100 

9 

442 

79  (70  watered  ;  9  deficient  in  fat) 

17-8 

14-7 

riii,”  manufactured  in  Victoria,  contained  no 
acetyl  salicylic  acid  at  all,  but  consisted  of  salol, 
magnesia,  silica,  and  sodium  salts.  Two  other 
samples  contained  only  86  and  79  per  cent.,  re¬ 
spectively  of  acetyl  salicylic  acid. 

The  samples  of  drugs  and  medicines  re¬ 
corded  as  having  failed  are  only  those  that  were 
adulterated.  A  very  large  proportion  of  those 
examined  will  have  to  modify  the  extravagant 
claims  made  on  the  labels.  One  sample  of  tar¬ 
taric  acid  submitted  consisted  of  sodium  nitrate, 
and  contained  only  14  per  cent,  of  tartaric  acid. 
As  a  result  probably  of  the  campaign  against 
blown  tinned  fish  during  the  last  two  years, 
there  has  been  a  very  marked  improvement  in 
the  quality  of  the  supply,  and  Queensland  now 
rarely  gets  any  of  the  doubtful  shipments. 

I  have,  &c., 

J.  BROWNLIE  HENDERSON, 
Government  Analyst. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Htealth, 

Brisbane. 


The  following  table  shows  the  progress  of 
the  milk  campaign  during  the  last  nine  years, 
the  results  being  those  obtained  from  legal 
samples : — 


Year. 

No.  of 
Samples. 

No.  of 
Samples 
Failed. 

Percentage 

Failed. 

Average  % 
of  Added 
Water. 

1907-1908 

66 

37 

56 

8-7 

1908-1909 

158 

64 

40 

100 

1909-1910 

78 

19 

24 

8-3 

1910-1911 

122 

28 

23 

7-9 

1911-1912 

265 

69 

26 

12-0 

1912-1913 

419 

60 

14 

140 

1913-1914 

385 

57 

15 

13-5 

1914-1915 

609 

96 

16 

17-4 

1915-1916 

442 

79 

17-8 

14-7 

The  total  number  of  samples  taken  is  still 
far  below  what  is  necessary  to  ensure  a  pure  milk 
supply.  The  saving  to  consumers  through  stop¬ 
ping  or  reducing  to  very  small  dimensions  the 
watering  of  milk  would  pay  several  times  over 
for  the  increased  staff  necessary  to  take  and 
analyse  an  adequate  number  of  samples.  Sev¬ 
eral  of  the  drugs  submitted  failed  to  reach  the 
standard  or  were  adulterated.  One  lot  of  “aspi- 
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APPENDIX  E. 

REPORT  OF  NURSES’  REGISTRATION  BOARD. 


Nurses ’s  Registration  Board, 

Department  of  Public  Health, 
Brisbane,  10th  August,  1916. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  furnish  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Nurses’  Registration 
Board  for  the  year  ended  30th  June,  1916. 


During  the  period  under  review  12  general 
and  2  special  meetings  were  held,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  members  of  the  Board  were  present : — 


— 

General. 

Special. 

Total. 

Dr.  Ellerton . . 

7 

2 

9 

Dr.  J.  M.'Thomson 

11 

2 

13 

Miss  Macdonald 

12 

2 

14 

Miss  Chatfield 

12 

2 

14 

On  30th  May,  1916,  Dr.  Thomson  resigned 
as  a  member  of  the  Board,  and  Dr.  Halford  was 
appointed  on  the  29th  June  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  following  registrations  were  granted 
during  the  year  by  examination: — General,  94; 
’midwifery,  33;  mental,  13;  total,  140;  as  against 
general,  47 ;  midwifery,  26 ;  mental,  4 ;  total,  77, 
for  the  preceding  year.  To  these  may  be  added 
registrations  made  under  section  154e  of  “  The 
Health  Acts,  1900  to  1911,”  viz.  : — General,  14; 
midwifery,  33;  mental,  2;  total,*  49;  as  against 
general,  10;  midwifery,  16;  mental,  nil;  total, 
26,  for  the  preceding  year,  making  a  grand  total 
of  189  registrations  for  the  year  under  review. 

A  satisfactory  feature  regarding  the  exami¬ 
nations  held  by  the  Board  is  the  high  standard  of 
efficiency  shown  by  the  candidates;  for  this  re¬ 
sult  eulogy  must,  to  a  large  extent,  be  given  to  the 
careful  training  received  at  the  hands  of  the 
hospital  staff  at  the  various  training  schools. 

The  following  averages  in  passes  of  examina¬ 
tions  of  each  category  are  of  interest : — General, 
94  per  cent. ;  midwifery,  82-5  per  cent. ;  mental, 
56*5  per  cent.  During  the  year  three  examina¬ 
tions  for  qualifications  as  general  nurses  were 
held,  one  in  September,  1915,  one  in  January, 
1916,  and  one  in  March,  1916 ;  and  two  examina¬ 
tions  for  qualifications  as  midwifery  and  mental 
nurses  is  September,  1915,  and  March,  1916. 
The  intermediary  examination  held  in  January, 
1916,  for  general  nurses  was  to  relieve  the  posi¬ 
tion  in  respect  to  the  number  of  eligible  nurses 
offering  their  services  to  the  military  authorities, 
and  with  this  aim  in  view  it  was  decided  to 
allow  candidates  who  would,  after  three  months 
from  the  date  of  the  last  examination,  have 
completed  a  full  course  of  training  to  present 
themselves.  Examining  centres,  with  examiners 
for  the  practical  and  oral  sections,  were  selected 
from  the  medical  and  nursing  representatives 
of  the  various  towns  in  connection  with  the 
examinations  at  the  following  places : — 


General. 

Midwifery. 

Mental. 

Brisbane 

Brisbane 

Goodna 

Toowoomba 

Rockhampton 

Toowoomba 

Rockhampton 

Bundaberg 

Ipswich 

Townsville 

Bundaberg 

Charters  Towers 
Mackay 

Cairns 

Toowoomba 

The  Official  List  of  Nurses  registered  in 


this  State  was  published  in  the  Government 

Gazette  of  the  28th  January,  1916. 

Reports 

received  from  the  various  recognised  hospitals 

show  that  there  are  469  general  nurses, 

53  mid- 

wifery  nurses,  and  143  mental  nurses  in  train- 

ing. 

Particulars  as  to  the  number  of 

nurses 

undergoing  training  in  each  hospital 

appear 

hereunder :— 

General  Hospitals. 

Alexandra 

..  5 

Brisbane  General  Hospital 

. .  64 

Bundaberg  General  Hospital 

..  17 

Charters  Towers  General  Hospital 

..  26 

Cairns  District  Hospital 

..  13 

Diamantina  Hospital  for  Chronic  Diseases 

..  25 

Gladstone  General  Hospital 

..  10 

Gympie  General  Hospital  .  . 

. .  12 

“  Hillcrest  ”  Private  Hospital  (Rockhampton)  . .  13 

Hospital  for  Sick'Children  (Brisbane) 

. .  48 

Hospital  for  Sick  Children  (Rockhampton) 

6 

Ingham  General  Hospital 

3 

Ipswich  General  Hospital  . . 

..  28 

Longreach  General  Hospital 

6 

Mackay  District  Hospital  . . 

..  25 

Maryborough  General  Hospital  . . 

. .  14 

Mater  Misericordiae  Hospital,  Brisbane  . . 

..  15 

Mount  Morgan  General  Hospital 

6 

Mater  Misericordiae  Private  Hospital,  Rockhamp- 

ton 

* 

Peak  Downs  Hospital,  Clermont  . . 

6 

Rockhampton  General  Hospital  . . 

. .  25 

Roma  General 

9 

“  St.  Denis  ”  Private  Hospital,  Toowoomba 

..  5 

“  St.  Helen’s  ”  Private  Hospital,  South  Brisbane  10 

Stanthorpe  General  Hospital 

2 

Dalby  General  Hospital 

..  5 

Townsville  General  Hospital 

..  23 

Toowoomba  General  Hospital 

. .  25 

Warwick  General  Hospital 

..  19 

“  Wilga  ”  Private  Hospital,  Toowoomba 

* 

Kennedy  Hospital,  Bowen 

4 

Lister  Private  Hospital,  Mackay 

* 

469 

Midwifery  Hospitals. 

Lady  Bowen,  Brisbane 

..  18 

Lady  Chelmsford,  Bundaberg 

8 

Lady  Musgrave,  Maryborough 

. .  12 

Women’s  Hospital,  Rockhampton 

8 

Mother’s  Hospital,  Toowoomba  . . 

7 

53 

Mental  Hospitals. 

Goodna 

..  87 

Ipswich  .... 

. .  25 

Toowoomba 

..  31 

*  No  return. 

143 

The  list  of  recognised  training 

hospitals 

was  published  in  the  Government  Gazette  of  the 

15th  March,  1916. 

The  total  collections  of  fees  amounted  to 
£159  odd. 

The  fees  received  for  registrations  show  a 
considerable  increase  over  the  preceding  year’s 
collections,  and  this  would  be  larger  still,  but 
mental  nurses  engaged  in  Government  institu¬ 
tions  have  been  allowed  to  sit  for  examination 
without  being  called  on  to  pay  the  fee  of  20s. 
as  provided  for;  this  concession  also  applies  to 
all  other  categories  of  registration  for  mental 
nurses. 
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The  cost  of  purchasing  and  engraving 
badges  during  the  year  amounted  to  £22  6s.  lOd. 

The  fees  paid  to  members  of  the  Board  not 
holding  Government  appointments  totalled 
£25  4s. 

The  number  of  nurses  in  training  through¬ 
out  the  State  shows  a  considerable  increase,  and, 
judging  by  reports  received  from  some  centres, 
the  number  of  applicants  for  entrance  as  pro¬ 
bationers  is  so  numerous  that  in  one  centre  alone 
only  1  per  cent,  could  be  accepted. 

Section  153N  of  “The  Health  Acts,  1900 
to  1911”  in  respect  to  lying-in  hospitals  having 
been  gazetted  in  force  to  the  numerous  centres 
of  population  throughout  the  State,  it  is  now 
incumbent  on  maternity  nurses  to  be  registered 
in  order  to  obtain  permits  for  their  homes  to 
receive  maternity  cases.  This,  to  a  large  extent, 


has  caused  midwives  to  seek  registration.  The 
total  number  of  registrations  since  the  incep¬ 
tion  of  the  Board  in  February,  1912,  amounts 
to — 

General  . .  . .  868 

Midwifery  . .  822 

Mental  . .  . .  142 

The  personnel  of  the  Board  consists  of  Dr. 
McLean  (Chairman,  now  absent  at  the  Front), 
Dr.  Ellerton  (Acting  Chairman),  Dr.  Halford, 
Misses  Chatfield  and  Macdonald,  and  L.  E.  Melish 
(Secretary). 

Yours,  &c., 

IT.  BYAM  ELLERTON, 

✓ 

Acting  Chairman. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Health, 

Brisbane. 
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APPENDIX  F. 


REPORT  OF  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Department  of  Public  Health,  Queensland, 

Brisbane, 


Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the 
annual  statement  of  the  work  performed  by  the 
Sanitary  Section  of  the  Department  on  matters 
concerning  the  public  health  within  the  State 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1916. 

Metropolitan  Area. 

During  the  investigation  of  nuisances 
within  this  area,  it  not  infrequently  happens 
that  the  officers  of  the  Department  are  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  inspectors  or  other  representatives 
of  the  Local  Authorities  who  work  in  harmony, 
and  numerous  matters  adversely  affecting  the 
public  health  are  dealt  with  in  a  manner  satis¬ 
factory  to  all  concerned.  Areas  are  assigned 
to  each  officer  in  which  to  carry  out  inspection 
when  not  engaged  on  duty  in  other  parts  of  the 
State. 

Visits  op  Inspection. 

One  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-one 
visits  of  inspection  have  been  made,  nuisances 
and  sanitary  defects  noted,  and  the  Local 
Authorities  concerned  notified.  The  above 
inspections  do  not  include  reinspections  in  order 
to  ascertain  results.  One  hundred  and  thirteen 
intimations  of  nuisance  notices  have  been  for¬ 
warded  to  the  various  Local  Authorities  in  this 
connection. 

Seaside  Summer  Camps. 

The  sanitary  comforts  of  visitors  to  all  the 
seaside  camping  resorts  have  been  kept  under 
supervision,  and  as  opportunity  offers  similar 
watering-places  in  other  parts  of  the  State  are 
not  neglected.  As  a  result  of  the  Department’s 
efforts  a  marked  improvement  is  noticeable,  and 
Local  Authorities  now  recognise  their  duty  in 
this  connection. 

The  attention  of  the  responsible  authori¬ 
ties  in  charge  of  Mount  Coot-tha  (One-Tree  Hill) 
has  been  directed  to  the  absence  of  adequate 
public  conveniences  at  this  much  frequented 
pleasure  ground,  and  it  is.  expected  that  im¬ 
provements  in  this  respect  will  eventuate. 

Conservancy  System. 

As  in  former  years,  repeated  surprise  visits 
of  inspection  have  been  made  to  all  the  sanitary 
depots,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  no 
faults  or  alteration  in  the  methods  of  disposal 
have  had  to  be  brought  under  notice  for  atten¬ 
tion. 

Military  Hygiene. 

During  the  year  some  fourteen  military 
training  camps  have  been  inspected  weekly. 
The  sanitary  regulations  of  the  Army  authorities 
are  uniformly  strict,  and  in  the  main  effective, 
nevertheless,  with  the  co-operation  and  advice 
of  this  Department,  numerous  improvements 
have  been  effected  from  time  to  time,  and  it  is 
conceded  by  those  in  authority  that  the  Queens¬ 
land  camps  compare  more  than  favourably  with 
those  in  other  parts  of  the  Commonwealth. 
The  inspection  of  these  camps  still  continues  as 
part  of  our  Departmental  routine. 


Cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  in  the 
Metropolitan  Area  have  entailed  the  disinfec¬ 
tion  of  1,228  premises.  An  occasional  case  of 
leprosy  is  also  reported  and  the  necessary 
measures  regarding  segregation  taken,  together 
with  the  disinfection  of  the  railway  carriages 
.  amd  steamers  used  for  the  transport  of  lepers 
to  the  Lazaret  from  the  Northern  portions  of 
the  State  not  yet  brought  into  direct  contact 
with  Brisbane  by  railways.  The  homes  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  patients  are  also  suitably  disinfected. 
The  emergency  tent  hospital  equipment  has  been 
overhauled  and  thoroughly  aired  on  various  oc¬ 
casions  during  the  year,  and  is  always  ready  for 
immediate  use. 

Breaches  of  the  Spitting  Regulations. 

Three  prosecutions  for  breaches  of  the  spit¬ 
ting  regulations  were  proceeded  with,  and  con¬ 
victions  recorded  in  all  cases.  A  fine  of  10s.  6d. 
and  3s.  6d.  costs  was  inflicted  in  one  instance ; 
£2,  including  costs,  in  another;  and  £2  2s.  with 
3s.  6d.  costs  in  the  third  case.  The  filthy  habit 
of  expectorating  on  the  pavements  of  the  city 
is  not  nearly  as  common  as  formerly. 

The  following  vessels  have  been  cyanided 
and  fumigated  at  the  cost  of  and  request  of 
the  owners,  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  other 
vermin.  A  few  of  the  steamers  have  had  suites 
of  cabins  disinfected  that  were  occupied  by 
persons  suffering  with  infectious  diseases: — 

Passenger  Steamers. 

Aramac  Wyreema 

Bingera  Wodonga 

Matthew  Flinders  Wyandra 

Government  Dredges  and  River  Graft. 

Bream  Maryborough 

Casuarina  Pumba 

Dolphin  Platypus 

J  unee  Stingaree. 

POLLUTION  OP  STREAMS. 

The  pollution  of  streams  and  natural  water¬ 
courses  in  various  parts  of  the  State  has  been 
engaging  the  attention  of  the  Department  for 
some  considerable  time.  Matters  have  reached 
such  a  stage  regarding  the  contamination  of  sev¬ 
eral  of  these  by  the  discharge  of  sewage  and. 
trade  wastes,  principally  from  woolscours,  fell- 
mongeries,  and  tanneries,  that  nothing  short  of 
drastic  measures  by  the  Government,  taken  under 
the  provisions  of  “The  Rights  in  Water  and 
Water  Conservation  and  Utilization  Act  of 
1910,”  will  prove  effective.  Local  Authorities 
appear  to  be  apathetic,  though  the  Department 
has  endeavoured  to  get  them  to  move  in  the 
matter  of  having  these  nuisances  occurring 
within  their  areas  abated.  The  purification  of 
trade  wastes  such  as  referred  to  is  a  difficult 
problem  to  solve.  World-wide  inquiries  have 
been  made  at  the  centres  of  similar  industries, 
and  it  has  been  ascertained  that  various  methods 
are  adopted,  some  of  which  have  proved  fairly 
effective,  according  to  the  documentary  matter 
and  reports  received.  This  information  has  been 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  shire  councils  concerned. 
According  to  recent  publications  on  this  com¬ 
plex  problem,  the  purification  of  the  aforesaid 
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trades’  waste  water  has  been  successfully  accom¬ 
plished,  and  there  need  be  no  hesitation  in  tak¬ 
ing  the  necessary  action  for  preventing  the  pol¬ 
lution  of  streams  within  the  Metropolitan  Area 
and  the  State  generally  by  such  trade  wastes. 

PLAGUE  PREVENTION. 

As  in  former  years,  this  work  has  been  ener¬ 
getically  carried  out  by  the  Department  both  at 
the  Port  of  Brisbane  and  at  all  the  principal 
seaport  towns  as  far  North  as  Cairns.  The 
Local  Authorities  of  both  North  and  South  Bris¬ 
bane,  Maryborough,  Rockhampton,  and  Towns¬ 
ville  have  for  a  number  of  years  employed  a  rat- 
man  to  work  in  conjunction  with  the  depart¬ 
mental  operatives  engaged  on  this  duty,  with 
gratifying  results. 

During  the  past  twelve  months  no  infected 
rats  have  been  found  within  the  State.  A  total 
of  19,046  rats  and  720  mice  have  been  destroyed 
in  Brisbane  during  the  year,  and  18,401  rats 
and  1,060  mice  at  the  various  coastal  towns 
where  operations  are  carried  on,  making  a  grand 
total  of  39,207  rodents  actually  accounted  for 
within  the  State,  irrespective  of  the  large  num¬ 
ber  that  cannot  be  accounted  for  as  the  result  of 
poisoning  operations,  as  only  a  small  proportion 
of  these  are  recovered.  All  rodents  caught  in 
Brisbane  that  were  fit  for  examination  have  been 
sent  to  the  Laboratory  of  Microbiology  and 
Pathology  for  examination.  Some  9,477  have 
been  dealt  with  accordingly.  The  departmental 
men  at  Northern  centres  have  been  trained  in  the 
dissection  of  rats,  and  blood  smears  from  the 
rats’  spleens  were  forwarded  on  microscopic 
slides  to  the  Laboratory  weekly.  By  this  means 
the  Department  has  been  kept  in  thorough  touch 
with  existing  conditions  at  the  various  centres 
and  ever  ready  to  act  promptly  should  occasion 
arise. 

One  hundred  and  ten  thousand  six  hundred 
poison  baits  have  been  supplied  to  the  Municipal 
Councils  of  North  and  South  Brisbane  for  the 
use  of  the  men  engaged  by  them  in  rat  destruc¬ 
tion  ;  872  lb.  of  poison  have  been  manufactured 
by  the  departmental  gang  for  use  within  the 
State,  supplies  being  forwarded  to  the  Northern 
centres  as  required;  76%  lb.  of  pois®n  have  been 
sold  to  the  public  in  the  form  of  prepared  baits 
or  paste  for  use  on  their  own  premises.  Suffi¬ 
cient  time  has  not  yet  elapsed  since  the  passing 
of  the  new  Rat  Destruction  Regulations  to  deter¬ 
mine  whether  the  local  authorities  in  Queens- 
-  land  will  be  able  to  carry  on  the  work  of  rat 
destruction  in  as  successful  a  manner  as  has  been 
obtained  in  the  past  by  the  highly  organised 
gang  employed  by  the  Government.  As  you  are 
aware,  the  gang  has  been  disbanded,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  men  who  have  been  kept  on 
to  attend  to  the  Government  property  and  to 
premises  where  we  had  entered  into  agreements 
for  stated  periods. 

During  the  fiscal  year  the  men  employed  by 
the  North  and  South  Brisbane  Municipal  Coun¬ 
cils  brought  to  the  Market  Wharf  147  and  557 
rats,  respectively.  These  are  included  in  the 
grand  total  beforementioned. 

With  the  passing  of  the  new  Regulations, 
which  came  into  force  in  the  month  of  May,  the 
rat-proofing  of  premises  that  had  been  such  a 
marked  and  successful  feature  of  our  operations 
became  a  thing  of  the  past,  the  services  of  the 
working  gang  being  dispensed  with  along  with 
the  other  men. 


During  the  year  we  have  received  letters 
couched  in  appreciatory  terms  from  owners  of 
property  for  the  satisfactory  and  workmanlike 
manner  in  which  we  carried  out  the  work  en¬ 
trusted  to  our  charge.  Attached  herewith  is  a 
summary  of  the  work  done  by  the  Department, 
together  with  that  carried  out  by  contractors, 
architects,  and  builders  under  our  supervision. 

Photographs  are  also  attached  showing 
examples  of  rat  harbourage  before  and  after  the 
completion  of  the  operations.  The  total  cost  of 
the  work  executed  by  the  departmental  working 
gang  amounted  to  the  sum  of  £1,142  0s.  lOd. 

Rat-proofing. 

Work  carried  out  by  the  Departmental  Gang. 

Concrete  baffle  walls  sunk  2  feet  into  ground 
and  carried  up  to  support  the  embankment  in 
made-up  ground,  and  also  sunk  round  cement 
floors  and  other  paved  surfaces  where  formerly 
rats  harboured — 17,698  sq.  ft. 

Concrete  floors  laid  to  replace  defective 
floors  and  other  constructional  defects — 4,360 
sq.  ft. 

Galvanised  iron  sunk  2  feet  deep  into  ground 
around  temporary  or  dilapidated  structure  sub¬ 
ject  to  alteration  or  demolition  to  prevent  rats 
burrowing  under  same — 690  sq.  ft. 

Holes  and  other  defects  in  hotel  cellars  and 
other  basement  walls  built  up  and  pointed  with 
cement — 540  sq.  ft. 

Rubble  retaining  walls  faced  up  with  cement 
where  formerly  rats  harboured — 1,807  sq.  ft. 

Earth  embankment  battered  down  so  as  to 
prevent  rats  from  burrowing  in  same — 147  sq. 
ft. 

Rubble  work  pulled  down  to  destroy  har¬ 
bourage — 235  sq.  ft. 

Dividing  fences  renewed  and  fixed  on  top  of 
cement  walls  supporting  embankment  on  made- 
up  ground — 670  lineal  ft. 

Dividing  fences  raised,  and  posts  set  in 
cement  baffle  walls — 616  lineal  ft. 

Earth  closets  raised  1  ft.  clear  of  ground 
to  prevent  rats  harbouring  under  same — 12. 

Earth  closets  repaired — 6. 

Windows  screened  to  prevent  ingress  of  rats 
into  buildings — 3. 

Footpath  gratings  screened — 2. 

Door  ledges  protected  with  iron  where  rats 
had  gnawed  an  entrance — 5. 

Drains  repaired  and  relaid — 24  lineal  ft. 

Loads  of  rubbish  removed — 49  loads. 

Floors  and  other  timber  work  repaired — 
405  sq.  ft. 

Partition  wall  in  cellar  built  up  with  brick — 
108  sq.  ft. 

Work  done  by  the  Contractors. 

Cottages  built  low  on  the  ground  affording 
rat  harbourages  demolished  and  re-erected  on 
6-feet  stumps— 2. 

Concrete  baffle  walls  2  feet  in  ground,  &e. — 
2,259  sq.  ft. 

Iron  baffle  walls  sunk  2  feet- — 661  sq.  ft. 

Concrete  floors  laid  to  replace  defective 
floors  and  other  constructional  defects — 1,492 
sq.  ft. 


garden  near  Brisbane  city, 


Photograph  of  a  deposit  of  human  fajces  in  Chinaman ’s 
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How  rats  are  encouraged.  Harbourage  in  made-up  ground  under  galvanised  fence.  Adjacent 
fowl-run  with  food-scraps  of  all  descriptions  in  foreground. 


Photograph  showing  concrete  bathe  walls  in  front  of  embankment  where  rats  formerly  harboured 

in  made-up  ground. 


Typical  rat  harbourage;  an  alignment  of  a  made-up  street. 
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Brick  floors  laid — 300  sq.  ft. 

Rubble  walls  pointed  up  with  cement 
compo. — 960  sq.  ft. 

Brick  baffle  walls — 1,110  sq.  ft. 

Windows  screened — 40  sq.  ft. 

Holes  patched  and  pointed  up — 66  sq.  ft. 

Retaining  walls  erected  in  brick  and  con¬ 
crete — 2,308  sq.  ft. 

New  earth  closets  erected  in  brick  and 
cement  to  replace  old  dilapidated  wooden  struc¬ 
ture — 9. 

Earth  closets  abolished — 10. 

Rubbish  removed — 4  loads. 

OTHER  PARTS  OF  THE  STATE. 

A  considerable  proportion  of  the  depart¬ 
mental  officers’  time  for  the  past  year  has  been 
devoted  to  health  matters  in  the  outlying  por¬ 
tions  of  the  State.  It  will  be  observed  that  there 
is  a  great  similarity  in  the  sanitary  conditions 
of  the  various  townships  inspected.  During  the 
investigations  of  local  nuisances  some  member  of 
the  Health  Committee  or  the  local  Council’s  in¬ 
spector  not  infrequently  has  accompanied  the 
visiting  State  Health  Inspectors  on  their  rounds 
of  inspection.  In  this  way  the  State  Health  In¬ 
spectors  become  well  acquainted  with  their  re¬ 
spective  districts  and  are  thus  in  a  better  position 
to  deal  with  them  by  advising  and  directing  in 
matters  of  sanitary  executive  which  tend  to  bene¬ 
ficially  affect  the  public  health. 

Valuable  results  have  accrued  in  the  case  of 
the  smaller  isolated  communities  in  matters  of 
drainage  and  general  sanitation  and  in  relation  to 
the  prevention  and  spread  of  communicable 
diseases  dangerous  to  public  health. 

In  many  instances,  although  there  are  night- 
soil  disposal  systems  in  vogue,  the  compulsory  re¬ 
moval  of  garbage  has  been  ignored  or  lost  sight 
of  by  local  governing  bodies.  The  voluntary  re¬ 
moval  of  refuse,  or  when  someone  makes  a  com¬ 
plaint  as  the  result  of  a  nuisance,  is  by  no  means 
satisfactory.  It  is,  therefore,  necessary  to  insist 
on  a  complete  conservancy  system  by  the  local 
authorities,  whether  they  let  this  work  by  con¬ 
tract  or  keep  the  franchise  in  their  own  hands. 

Five  thousand  two  hundred  and  twelve  visits 
of  inspection  have  been  made,  and  406  intimation 
of  nuisance  notices  have  been  forwarded  to  Local 
Authorities  drawing  attention  to  matters  requir¬ 
ing  action. 

The  total  mileage  travelled  by  the  sanitary 
staff  on  their  various  tours  of  inspection  through¬ 
out  the  State  during  the  year  amounts  to  15,296 
miles. 

Stable  Yards. 

The  periodical  removal  and  final  disposal  of 
stable  manure  at  least  once  a  week,  together  with 
the  construction  of  properly  covered  horse 
manure  bins,  is  a  matter  that  seems  to  be  beneath 
the  notice  of  most  local  authorities. 

It  is  no  unusual  thing  for  inspectors  to  find 
stable  yards,  as  well  as  those  of  private  dwellings 
where  horses  are  kept,  covered  several  inches  in 
depth  with  dried  horse  litter.  In  towns,  especi¬ 
ally  where  householders  depend  entirely  on  roof 
water  for  domestic  purposes,  it  is  essential  that 
horse  manure  should  be  collected  and  removed 
regularly  to  prevent  the  pulverised  droppings 


from  being  blown  on  to  the  roofs  of  houses  and 
into  eaves  gutters,  from  where  it  becomes  washed 
into  the  rainwater  storage  tanks  with  the  first 
shower  of  rain,  and  is  a  most  undesirable  means 
of  pollution. 

The  public  require  to  be  educated  to  the  fact 
that  accumulations  of  manure  in  yards  are  pro¬ 
lific  breeding-grounds  for  the  flies  which,  in  many 
of  the  Western  parts  of  the  State  make  life 
almost  unbearable.  If  people  were  not  so  apa¬ 
thetic  and  indifferent  about  health  matters  gen¬ 
erally  until  it  affects  them  personally,  they  would 
soon  become  alive  to  the  fact  that  by  keeping 
their  refuse,  including  horse  litter,  in  properly 
covered  receptacles,  and  the  weekly  removal  of 
the  contents  of  all  such  breeding-grounds,  that 
the  myriads  of  flies  that  plague  their  lives  in 
the  summer-time  would  be  often  mitigated. 

In  order  that  the  public  should  be  better  en¬ 
lightened  in  the  observance  of  modern  rules  re¬ 
lating  to  good  sanitary  surroundings,  the  Depart¬ 
ment  aims  to  make  the  inspectors’  itineraries  of 
as  educative  a  character  as  possible  by  the  wide 
distribution  of  pamphlets  and  literature  on  the 
causation  and  prevention  of  infectious  disease, 
&c.  It  has  also  been  customary  to  leave  the 
admirable  large  departmental  posters  at  all  State 
schools  graphically  setting  forth  the  life-history 
of  the  house  fly,  so  that  the  teachers  may  be  en¬ 
abled  to  explain  to  their  scholars  the  dangerous 
character  chat  the  fly  is  now  recognised  to  be. 
This  has  been  impressed  upon  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction,  who  now  provide  for  the 
fly-proofing  of  schools  in  districts  where  the  fly 
is  prevalent.  Local  Authorities  have  ample 
powers  conferred  upon  them  to  deal  in  an  effec¬ 
tive  manner  for  the  periodical  removal  of  manure 
and  other  refuse  matters  under  the  provisions 
of  section  68  of  “The  Health  Acts,  1900-1911,” 
the  mandatory  powers  of  which  they  appear  to 
lose  sight  of. 

Sanitary  Depots. 

A  number  of  towns  conduct  the  operations 
at  the  depots  in  a  manner  that  leaves  nothing  to 
be  desired,  but  a  great  deal  of  ignorance,  on  the 
other  hand,  exists  among  sanitary  contractors 
and  councils’  inspectors  regarding  proper  and 
systematic  workings  and  trenching.  It  would 
appear  that  the  principles  and  objects  of  shallow 
burial  are  not  understood.  The  thorough  clean¬ 
ing  and  disinfection  of  pans  is  oftentimes 
neglected. 

„  This  is  usually  found  where  the  sanitary  ser¬ 
vice  is  carried  out  in  the  night  time.  With  the 
daylight  service  and  proper  appliances  no  nuis¬ 
ance  is  created  and  more  strict  supervision  can 
be  exercised  over  the  work.  Advice  and  instruc¬ 
tion  are  afforded  by  the  visiting  inspectors  in 
all  cases  where  the  methods  of  disposal  are  not 
in  accordance  with  accepted  principles.  Con¬ 
tractors  frequently  have  changes  on  their  staff, 
and  constant  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  has  consequently  to  be  exercised.  Matters 
are  more  satisfactory  at  depots  whereat  destruc¬ 
tors  are  erected  for  the  incineration  of  the  night- 
soil.  In  numerous  instances  local  authorities 
place  the  onus  of  the  removal  of  household  gar¬ 
bage  and  trade  refuse  on  the  occupiers  of  prem¬ 
ises,  the  shire  councils  considering  they  have 
fulfilled  their  duty  by  simply  having  some  con¬ 
venient  reserve  gazetted  as  a  rubbish  depot; 
consequently,  these  garbage  tips  are  frequently 
most  unsightly  and  offensive  spots.  Very  few 
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of  the  councils  ever  give  a  thought  to  the  syste¬ 
matic  and  orderly  working  of  these  tips  or  attend¬ 
ing  to  the  burning  off  of  combustible  matter  and 
proper  covering  in  of  the  deposits. 

Carters  employed  to  remove  rubbish  simply 
tip  their  loads  in  a  haphazard  fashion,  with  the 
result  that  the  entrance  to  an  enclosed  depot 
soon  becomes  blocked,  and  it  is  no  unusual  thing 
to  find  loads  of  garbage  dumped  in  the  scrub  or 
on  the  roadside  leading  to  the  depot. 

The  scavenging  crusades  frequently  insisted 
on  and  supervised  by  officers  of  the  Department 
usually  bring  recalcitrant  councils  to  a  sense  of 
their  responsibilities. 

Closet  Construction. 

The  Sanitary  Conveniences  and  Nightsoil 
Disposal  Regulations  were  prepared  at  consider¬ 
able  trouble  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  Local 
Authorities,  among  other  things,  to  bring  about 
a  uniform  system  of  closet  construction  and  the 
systematic  disposal  of  nightsoil.  The  want  of 
uniformity  will  continue  until  such  time  as  these 
Regulations  are  gazetted  to  the  principle  centres 
of  population  and  their  provisions  enforced.  The 
accompanying  photographs  show  examples  of 
what  the  inspectors  frequently  meet  with  on 
their  various  tours  of  inspection.  The  aforesaid 
Regulation,  so  far  as  constructional  details  are 
concerned,  with  slight  modifications,  should  also 
be  enforced  at  centres  where  the  number  of 
inhabitants  do  not  warrant  the  initiation  of  a 
sanitary  service.  The  extra  initial  cost  in  the 
erection  of  a  new  closet  or  the  altering  of  exist¬ 
ing  ones  would  only  amount  to  a  nominal  sum 
of  money  to  bring  them  into  uniformity  with  the 
Regulations,  but  by  no  stretch  of  the  imagination 
could  the  Regulations  be  made  to  apply  to  the 
closets,  shown  in  the  photographs,  which  are 
found  in  use  where  a  duplicate  pan  service  is 
in  operation.  Taking  into  consideration  the  well- 
established  connection  between  the  spread  of 
enteric  fever  and  the  common  fly,  can  it  be  won¬ 
dered  at  that  this  and  similar  sicknesses  are  pre¬ 
valent  in  districts  where  such  conveniences  are 
tolerated  by  Local  Authorities  until  a  State 
health  inspector  comes  along  and  the  Depart¬ 
ment  orders  their  demolition.  Since  Local 
Authorities  are  compelled  to  pay  for  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  infectious  diseases  cases  occurring  within 
their  respective  areas  at  district  hospitals,  we 
may  reasonably  expect  to  find  such  erections 
become  a  thing  of  the  past. 

Insect  Transmitters  op  Enteric  and 

Associated  Ailments. 

With  regard  to  typhoid  fever  being  carried 
by  means  of  transmitters,  the  fly  has  been  one 
of  the  recognised  causes,  but  during  my  various 
tours  of  inspection  I  have  carefully  observed 
the  cockroach,  and  am  convinced  that  this  insect 
is  also  a  carrier  of  disease.  In  Western  towns, 
where  cesspits  abound,  and  also  in  townships 
where  the  dry  earth  system  of  conservancy  is  in 
vogue,  I  have  noticed  myriads  of  cockroaches  at 
night,  both  in  the  cesspits  and  closet  pans,  feed¬ 
ing  on  the  contents.  Where  householders  use 
deodorant  freely  cockroaches  are  not  nearly  as 
numerous,  owing  to  the  faeces  being  covered. 
The  cockroaches  referred  to  in  various  stages  of 
development  are  active  on  the  wing,  and  the 
same  species  I  have  found  in  pantries  and  kit¬ 
chens  of  hotels  and  other  premises.  The  fly 


can  be  excluded  to  a  reasonable  extent  by  fly- 
proof  closet  construction,  but  the  eockr'oacli  in 
ibis  connection  would  be  more  difficult  to  deal 
with,  as  it  is  nocturnal  in  its  habits  and  will 
crawl  in  through  crevices  in  the  night-time  when 
flies  are  quiescent,  and  also  where  the  fly  would 
probably  not  find  an  entrance  in  daylight. 

In  reviewing  the  year  of  active  operations 
conducted  in  various  parts  of  the  State  much 
useful  work  of  a  permanent  value  has  been 
accomplished  by  the  visiting  inspectors,  and,  as 
has  been  the  experience  of  the  past,  further  good 
results  in  the  numerous  towns  and  villages  em¬ 
braced  within  the  various  itineraries  may 
reasonably  be  expected. 

By-laMS  have  been  revised  and  brought  up 
to  date  at  headquarters  for  the  following  Local 
Authorities : — 

Allora  Shire  Council 
Broadsound  Shire  Council 
Chinchilla  Shire  Council 
Eidsvold  Shire  Council 
Kargoolnah  Shire  Council 
Newtown  Town  Council 
Tambourine  Shire  Council 
Taroom  Shire  Council 
Tiaro  Shire  Council 
Win  ton  Shire  Council. 

Schedules  of  sanitar}^  contracts  have  also 
been  revised  and  corrected  for  the  following 
Local  Authorities: — 

Barclay  Tableland  Shire  Council 
Cordalba  Shire  Council 
Chillagoe  Shire  Council 
Degilbo  Shire  Council 
Etheridge  Shire  Council 
Goolnan  Shire  Council 
Iais  Shire  Council 
Ingham  Shire  Council 
Kedron  Shire  Council 
Peak  Downs  Shire  Council 
Stanthorpe  Shire  Council 
Tara  Shire  Council 
Tiaro  Shire  Council 
Toombul  Shire  Council. 


Conservancy  Systems. 


By  direction  of.  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Health,  under  the  powers  vested  in  him  by 
section  62  of  11  The  Health  Acts,  1900-1911,” 
sanitary  services  on  the  airtight  duplicate  pan 
principle  have  been  installed  within  the  follow¬ 
ing  areas,  and  others  are  pending: — 


Augathella 
Chinchilla 
Degilbo,  Biggenden 
Mo  r  veil 
Nanango 
Stanthorpe  . . 
Taroom 

Gatton,  Grantham, 
Helidon 
Warwick 
Yarraman 


. .  Murweh  Shire 
Chinchilla  Shire 
. .  Degilbo  Shire 
. .  Murweh  Shire 
.  .  Nanango  Shire 
. .  Stanthorpe  Shire 
. .  Taroom  Shire 
and 

Tarampa  Shire 
Town  Council 
. .  Rosalie  Sliire  Council 


Disinfecting  outfits  have  been  selected  and 
forwarded  to  the  undermentioned  Local 
Authorities : — 

Chillagoe  Shire  Council 
Clifton  Sliire  Council 
Goondiwindi  Sliire  Council 
Howard  Sliire  Council 
Hinchinbrook  Shire  Council 
Ingham  Sliire  Council 
Johnstone  Shire  Council 
Jondaryan  Shire  Council 
Kilcoy  Shire  Coimcil 
Milmerran  Sliire  Council 
Paroo  Shire  Council 
Woothakata  Shire  Council 
Walsh  Shire  Coimcil. 


Types  of  earth-closets  met  with  by  State  Health  Inspectors  while  on  tour,  which  afford  unimpeded  ingress  and  egress  to 

the  typhoid-carrying  fly. 
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Visits  outside  Metropolitan  Area  by  Sanitary  Inspecting  Staff. 


Date— 1915-1916. 

Place 

Purpose  of  Visit. 

1 8  February  . . 

Ayr 

General  inspection 

25  October 

Allora 

General  inspection 

1 1  April  . 

Aramac 

General  inspection 

1  April 

Atherton 

General  inspection 

28  April 

Augathella 

Sanitary  inspection 

14  April 

Almaden 

Cursory  reinspection 

4  April 

Alpha 

Cursory  reinspection 

8  April 

Biboohra 

General  sanitary  inspection 

14-17  February  . . 

Bowen 

General  sanitary  inspection 

20  April 

Blackall 

Sanitary  survey 

12  January  . . 

Brandon 

Sanitary  survey 

6-10  April 

Barcaldine 

Sanitary  survey 

25  September 

Bajool 

Sanitary  survey 

28  March 

Blair  Athol 

Sanitary  survey 

11-12  November. . 

Brassall 

Inspecting  proposed  drainage  area 

18  January  . . 

Beaudesert 

Inspecting  piggeries  and  slaughter- 

9  March 

Biggenden 

Sanitary  survey 

1-3  April 

Bogantungan 

Sanitary  survey 

21-22  April 

Burleigh  Heads 

Selecting  sanitary  depot 

23-27  February  . . 

Bundaberg 

Sanitary  survey 

12  January  . . 

Brandon 

Sanitary  survey 

2-3  May 

Biggenden 

Inspecting  sanitary  depot  . 

14-15  June 

Biggenden 

Selecting  sanitary  depot 

8  March 

Cordalba 

Sanitary  survey 

22  March 

Cooran 

Sanitary  survey  .  •  •  •  •  • 

23  March 

Cooroy 

Sanitary  survey 

24  March 

Capella 

Sanitary  survey 

25  March 

Caboolture 

Sanitary  survey 

25-28  March 

Clermont 

Sanitary  survey 

16  July 

Cleveland 

General  reinspection 

6  October 

Cambooya 

General  reinspection 

8-9  October 

Clifton 

General  sanitary  inspection 

3-4  November. . 

Crow’s  Nest  . . 

General  sanitary  inspection 

15-16  December 

Coolangatta  . . 

Selecting  sanitary  site  depot  .  . 

25  October  to 

4  November 

Caboolture 

Suppressing  diphtheria  outbreak 

6-8  October 

Corona  Sheep  Station 

Investigating  cause  of  sickness  among 
shearers 

29  April -4  May 

Charleville 

General  inspection 

16-18  November.  . 

Chinchilla 

Infectious  disease  enquiry 

20-22  May 

Chinchilla 

Sanitary  survey 

30  May-4  June 

Camooweal 

Investigating  outbreak  of  beri-beri  . . 

2-10  March 

Charters  Towers 

General  inspection 

27  May 

Cardwell 

General  inspection 

6  April 

Chill  agoe 

General  reinspection 

30  May 

Cooktown 

Sanitary  survey 

5  June 

Cairns 

House  to  house  inspection 

6-7  March 

Childers  . 

Sanitary  survey 

21  March 

Duaringa 

General  inspection 

15  March 

Degilbo 

Sanitary  survey 

25-30  May 

Dalby 

Sanitary  survey  •  • 

26-29  October 

Eulimbah 

Suppressing  diphtheria  outbreak 

1 4  April 

Einasleigh 

Sanitary  survey 

27-29  September 

Emu  Park 

General  reinspection 

22-24  March 

Emerald 

General  inspection 

1  February  .  . 

Eton 

General  inspection 

27-28  September 

Forest  Hill 

General  inspection 

28  January  . . 

Finch  Hatton .  . 

Sanitary  survey 

29  November. . 

Fern  vale 

Selecting  sanitary  depot 

1-2  March 

Gin  Gin 

Sanitary  survey 

14  March 

Gayndah 

General  inspection 

17-21  March 

Gympie 

General  inspection 

10  June 

Goodna  Asylum 

Supervising  rat  destruction 

13-17  June 

Gladstone 

Diphtheria  inquiry 

1-2  October 

Gatton 

General  inspection  •  • 

7  October 

Greenmount  . . 

General  sanitary  inspection 

15-17  October 

Goondiwindi  . . 

General  reinspection 

25  October 

Goomburra 

General  sanitary  inspection 

11-12  November.  . 

Grantham 

Selecting  sanitary  depot 

5  October 

Graeemere 

General  sanitary  inspection  . . 

22  February  .  . 

Howard 

General  reinspection 

21  October  . . 

Hendon 

General  sanitary  mspection  . . 

10-11  November.  . 

Helidon 

Gen  eral  sanitary  inspection 

21  January 

Hughenden 

General  sanitary  inspection 

17  Mar. -8  April 

Hughenden 

Supervising  and  cleansing  town 

29  May 

Halifax 

General  reinspection 

14  October 

Inglewood 

General  sanitary  inspection 

21  May 

Ingham 

General  reinspection 

15  April  .  . 

Irvinebank 

General  reinspection 

30  May 

Innisfail 

General  reinspection 

5  April 

19  May 

23  May 

7  February  .  . 

Jericho 

Sanitary  inspection 

Jundah 

General  sanitary  inspection  . . 

Jandowae 

General  sanitary  inspection  . . 

Kilkivan 

Typhoid  inquiry  and  sanitary  survey 

11-14  February  . . 

Kingaroy 

Sanitary  survey  . 

Inspector. 


C.  Cato 
S.  Dudley 
«T.  Wiseman 
R.  Wright 
J.  Wiseman 
R.  Wright 
J.  Wiseman 

R.  Wright 
C.  Cato 

J.  Wiseman 
C.  Cato 
J.  Wiseman 
J.  Wiseman 
J.  Wiseman 
H.  Burton 
H.  Burton 

H.  Burton 
J.  Wiseman 
W.  McNeil 
W.  McNeil 
C.  Cato 
W.  McNeil 
W.  McNeil 
W.  McNeil 
W.  McNeil 
W.  McNeil 
J.  Wiseman 
W.  McNeil 
J.  Wiseman 

S.  Dudley 
S.  Dudley 
S.  Dudley 
S.  Dudley 
S.  Dudley 
H.  Burton 

J.  Wiseman 

J.  Wiseman 
S.  Dudley 
J.  Wiseman 
C.  Cato 
C.  Cato 
R.  Wright 
R.  Wright 
R.  Wright 
R.  Wright 
W.  McNeil 
J.  Wiseman 
W.  McNeil 
J.  Wiseman 
H.  Burton 

R.  Wright 
J.  Wiseman 
J.  Wiseman 
C.  Cato 

S.  Dudley 
C.  Cato 

S.  Dudley 
W.  McNeil 
W.  McNeil 
W.  McNeil 
S.  Dudley 
J.  Wiseman 
S.  Dudley 
S.  Dudley 
S.  Dudley 
S.  Dudley 
S.  Dudley 
J.  Wiseman 
W.  McNeil 
S.  Dudley 
S.  Dudley 
C.  Cato 
C.  Cato 

R.  Wright 

S.  Dudley 
R.  Wright 
R.  Wiight 
R.  Wright 
J.  Wiseman 
J.  Wiseman 
J.  Wiseman 
W.  McNeil 
W.  McNeil 


Visits  outside  Metropolitan  Area  by  Sanitary  Inspecting  Staff — continued. 


Date— 1915-1916. 

Place. 

Purpose  of  Visit. 

Inspector. 

28  March 

Kilcoy 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

19  October 

Killarney 

General  reinspection 

S.  Dudley 

4  October 

Kabra 

General  sanitary  inspection 

W.  Wiseman 

25  January  .  . 

Kureen 

General  sanitary  inspection 

R.  Wright 

27-28  September 

Laidley 

General  inspection 

S.  Dudley 

24  March 

Landsborough 

Sanitary  survey 

W- McNeil 

12  April  to 

Longreach  . . 

Sanitary  survey 

J.  Wiseman 

8-12  October 

27  May 

Lucinda  Point  . .  • 

General  sanitary  inspection 

R.  Wright 

30  October  to 

Milmerran 

General  sanitary  inspection 

S.  Dudley 

2  November 

13  November.  . 

Marburg 

General  sanitary  inspection 

S.  Dudley 

7  February  . . 

Murgon 

General  sanitary  inspection 

W.  McNeil 

17-21  February  .  . 

Maryborough 

General  reinspection 

W.  McNeil 

29  February  . . 

Miriam  Vale  . . 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

10-12  March 

Mundubbera  . . 

Sanitary  suiwey 

W.  McNeil 

7  July 

Meteor  Park  .  . 

Inquiry  typhoid  outbreak 

W.  Wiseman 

22  September 

Marmor 

General  reinspection 

W.  Wiseman 

25  January  to 

Mackay 

General  reinspection 

C.  Cato 

9  February 

26  January  .  . 

Mirani 

General  sanitary  inspection  '  .  • 

C.  Cato 

16-18  August 

Maryborough 

Inquiry  proposed  drainage  scheme 

Chief  Inspector 

7  June 

Mossman  .  • 

General  reinspection 

R.  Wright 

6-9  May 

Mitchell 

Sanitary  survey . . 

J.  Wiseman 

25  January  .  . 

Malanda 

General  sanitary  inspection 

R.  Wright 

4-6  May 

Morven 

General  sanitary  inspection 

J.  Wiseman 

29  May 

Mourilyan 

General  sanitary  inspection 

R.  Wright 

15-17  May 

Miles 

General  sanitary  inspection 

J.  Wiseman 

10  April 

Mount  Molloy 

General  sanitary  inspection 

R.  Wright 

29  September  to 

Mount  Morgan 

General  reinspection  . .  .  •  '  . . 

W.  Wiseman 

4  October 

4  April 

23  September 

Mungana 

Mount  Larcom 

General  reinspection 

W.  Wiseman 

3  March 

Mount  Perry  . . 

Reinspection  and  sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

15-16  February  . . 

Nanango 

Sanitary  survey  . .  . . 

W.  McNeil 

29  January  . . 

Netherdale 

Sanitary  survey 

C.  Cato 

24  March 

Nambour 

Sanitary  survey  . . 

W.  McNeil 

6-8  November . . 

Oakey 

General  reinspection 

S.  Dudley 

6  February  . . 

Peel  Island 

Conducting  patient  to  Lazaret 

S.  Dudley 

27-30  October 

Pittsworth 

General  sanitary  inspection 

S.  Dudley 

22  March 

Pomona 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

25  January  . . 

Peeramon 

General  sanitary  inspection 

R.  Wright 

6  June 

Port  Douglas 

General  reinspection  . .  . . 

R.  Wright 

10-16  March 

Queenton  . . 

General  reinspection 

C.  Caro 

25  September 

Raglan 

General  sanitary  inspection 

J.  Wiseman 

4  August 

Red  Lynch 

General  sanitary  inspection 

R.  Wright 

28  February  . . 

Rosedale 

General  inspection 

W.  McNeil 

10  May 

Roma 

Sanitary  survey 

J.  Wiseman 

20-22  March 

Southport 

Sanitary  survey 

.  S.  Dudley 

30  March  to 

Springsure 

Sanitary  survey 

J.  Wiseman 

1  April 

4  March 

South  Kolan  . . 

Inspection,  police  station  and  hotels . . 

W.  McNeil 

19  April 

Stannary  Hills 

General  reinspection 

R.  Wright 

8  January  . . 

Sarina 

General  reinspection  . .  . 

C.  Cato 

9  April 

Terrace  Creek 

Piggery  inspection 

H.  Burton 

10  April 

Torrens  Creek 

General  reinspection 

C.  Cato 

15  November. . 

Toi*rens  Creek 

Typhoid  inquiry 

C.  Cato 

3-5  October 

Toowoomba  . . 

General  reinspection 

S.  Dudley 

24  April 

Tambo 

General  inspection 

J.  Wiseman 

9  November . . 

Toowoomba  . . 

Inquiry  stream  pollution 

S.  Dudley 

16  March 

Tiaro 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

13  June 

Tiaro 

Selecting  sanitary  depot 

W.  McNeil 

13  June 

Tolga 

General  reinspection 

R.  Wright 

23-25  May 

Tara 

Sanitary  inspection 

J.  Wiseman 

18  May 

Taroom 

General  inspection 

J.  Wiseman 

3  June 

Toowoomba  . . 

General  inspection 

J.  Wiseman 

10-13  October 

Warwick 

General  reinspection 

S.  Dudley 

25  January,  . . 

Wakerston 

General  inspection 

C.  Cato 

9  February  . . 

Wondai 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

10  February  . . 

Wooroolin 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

20  March 

Westwood 

Sanitary  survey 

J.  Wiseman 

26-27  March 

Woodford 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  McNeil 

9  April 

Wolfram 

General  reinspection 

R.  Wright 

20  October 

Yangan 

General  sanitary  inspection 

S.  Dudley 

20  July 

Yeppon 

Sanitary  survey 

W.  Wiseman 

25  January  . . 

Yungaburra  . . 

General  inspection 

R.  Wright 

13-15  May 

Yeulba 

General  inspection 

J.  Wiseman 
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The  following  brief  precis  affords  some 
indication  of  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  a 
number  of  the  townships  inspected  in  the  several 
parts  of  the  State  of  Queensland,  and  which 
have  been  specially  reported  on  : — 

South-western  Districts. 

Augathella. — A  general  inspection  of  this 
township  was  made,  and  the  same  insanitary 
conditions  were  met  with  as  on  the  previous 
inspection.  The  pit  system  was  in  vogue,  num¬ 
bers  of  which  were  found  to  be  very  offensive. 
Council  were  notified  to  have  all  nuisances  re¬ 
moved.  A  sanitary  service  on  the  duplicate  pan 
system  has  since  been  initiated. 

Biggenden, — Recommendations  were  made 
to  the  Shire  Council,  after  an  inspection  by  an 
officer  of  the  Department,  in  connection  with 
the  nightsoil  and  garbage  services.  The  Coun¬ 
cil  are  now  acting  on  these  recommendations.  A 
depot  has  been  decided  upon,  and  the  improve¬ 
ments  are  well  in  hand. 

Bundaberg. — Matters  pertaining  to  public 
health  are  still  receiving  attention  by  the  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  the  general  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
municipality  are  very  good.  Improvements  are 
still  being  carried  out  with  regard  to  drainage, 
but  much  remains  to  be  done  before  satisfaction 
is  attained.  The  good  reputation  of  the  night- 
soil  services  is  still  being  maintained,  the  work 
being  carried  out  in  a  most  efficient  and  work¬ 
manlike  manner. 

Clifton. — This  township  was  found  to  be  in 
a  satisfactory  condition.  Improvements  were 
observed  at  the  sanitary  depot.  New  sheds  and 
proper  pan-washing  plant  have  been  provided. 
The  sanitary  premises  and  plant  are  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 

Charleville. — An  inspection  of  this  town 
revealed  that  the  work  at  the  sanitary  depot 
called  for  much  improvement.  There  is  no  muni¬ 
cipality-controlled  garbage  removal  service,  and, 
at  the  depot,  rubbish,  &c.,  is  tipped  all  over  the 
area.  Many  stable-yards  were  found  in  a  dis¬ 
graceful  condition.  All  matters  necessitating 
action  were  duly  submitted  to  the  Council  for 
attention. 

Chinchilla. — This  township  was  reinspected 
recently,  and,  as  a  result,  the  Council  were  called 
upon  to  fence  in  the  sanitary  depot.  The  carry¬ 
ing  out  of  the  work  at  the  depot  was  correct  in 
detail.  Since  the  last  cleaning  up  of  the  garb¬ 
age  depot  supervision  has  not  been  exercised, 
and  consequently  a  return  to  the  old  unsatis¬ 
factory  condition  is  the  result.  Earth  closets 
have  the  usual  constructional  defects. 

Cambooya  and  Greenmount. — This  is  a 
comparatively  new  shire.  At  the  time  of  inspec¬ 
tion  none  of  the  usual  municipal  franchises  had 
been  installed.  The  Council’s  intention  is  to 
install  conservancy  systems  in  both  townships. 
I  might  state  that  the  clerk  has  had  previous 
experience  in  the  Shire  of  Clifton  in  the  super¬ 
vision  of  these  matters,  and  it  may  be  presumed 
that  this  work  will  be  satisfactorily  attended  to. 

Caiboolture. — On  inspection,  this  township 
was  found  free  from  accumulations  of  rubbish. 
The  nightsoil  service  is  well  worked.  Earth 
closets  have  the  usual  defects.  Council’s  atten¬ 
tion  was  directed  to  these  and  minor  matters 
requiring  attention. 


Cooran,  Pomona ,  and  Cooroy. — These  small 
townships,  situated  on  the  North  Coast  Line, 
were  inspected,  and  matters  requiring  attention 
were  submitted  to  the  Council  for  action. 

Cordalba. — The  sanitary  service  was  found 
to  be  very  badly  worked,  the  state  of  the  depot 
being  very  offensive.  A  new  contract  has  since 
been  let  for  this  township,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
a  marked  improvement  will  take  place. 

Childers. — A  sanitary  survey  of  this  fine 
township  was  undertaken,  and  showed  that  mat¬ 
ters  concerning  the  sanitation  of  the  tow.n  were 
relegated  to  secondary  consideration.  The 
centre  of  the  town  was  found  in  a  dirty  condi¬ 
tion,  many  large  accumulations  of  rubbish  being 
observed.  The  removal  of  town  rubbish  is  not 
satisfactorily  carried  out,  and  no  system  or 
method  is  displayed  at  the  tip.  Many  earth 
closets  are  out  of  repair,  and  contain  the  usual 
defects.  The  methods  at  sanitary  depot  are  care¬ 
less  and  inefficient.  Recommendations  were  made 
to  council  to  have  an  all-round  improvement 
effected  concerning  the  sanitation  of  the  town. 

Degilbo. — The  sanitary  conditions  of  this 
small  township  are  fair.  The  sanitary  contract 
is  worked  in  conjunction  with  Biggenden,  and 
will  be  much  improved  under  the  new  contract. 

Forest  Hill. — There  is  a  great  improvement 
here  since  the  last  visit  of  inspection.  The  sani¬ 
tary  systerfi  has  been  reorganised,  a  daylight  ser¬ 
vice  having  been  installed,  with  airtight  pans. 
The  Sanitary  Conveniences  and  Nightsoil  Dis¬ 
posal  Regulations  have  been  gazetted  for  this 
area,  and  in  consequence  all  earth  closets  have 
been  brought  up  to  departmental  requirements. 

Goondiwindi. — Since  the  last  visit  of  rein- 
spection  a  nightsoil  service  has  been  installed  and 
the  work  is  well  conducted.  At  the  depot  the 
plant  is  complete  in  every  detail.  Stables,  deo¬ 
dorant  store,  washing-shed  with  concrete  floor, 
tanks  for  hot  and  cold  water,  for  washing  pur¬ 
pose,  are  provided.  Everything  at  the  depot  was 
found  to  be  clean  and  in  good  order.  The  only 
defect  in  the  plant  for  nightsoil  collection  was 
billy  lids  instead  of  airtight  ones.  To  complete 
the  good  work  started  on  these  lines,  it  is  most 
desirable  that  the  council  install  a  weekly  garb¬ 
age  removal  service  with  uniform  bins. 

Gatton. — Although  this  town  has  a  sanitary 
system,  the  want  of  proper  plant  was  observed, 
but  as  a  result  of  the  inspector’s  visit  and  con¬ 
ference  with  the  Council  and  their  officers,  im¬ 
provements  are  under  way.  Airtight  pans  have 
been  ordered,  and  it  is  the  intention  to  gradually 
replace  all  old  equipment  and  initiate,  a  daylight 
service.  The  usual  faulty  features  in  closet  con¬ 
struction  were  noticeable.  These  will  continue 
until  the  Local  Authority  draw  up  proper  con¬ 
struction  by-laws  on  the  basis  of  the  Sanitary 
Conveniences  and  Nightsoil  Disposal  Regulations. 
If  Local  Authorities  would  take  advantage  of 
having  these  regulations  gazetted  wholly  or  in 
part  to  meet  their  requirements,  they  would  save 
themselves  time  and  trouble  in  drafting  out  a 
new  by-law  and  having  it  gazetted. 

Gayndah. — A  garbage  removal  service  has 
not  yet  been  instituted  in  this  town,  despite  the 
fact  that  this  Department  has  repeatedly  pointed 
out  the  danger  of  so  many  accumulations  of 
rubbish  in  yards  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Burnett 
River.  Many  other  improvements  in  connection 
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with  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  place  are 
necessary  and  were  duly  submitted  to  the  Coun¬ 
cil  for  action. 

Gympie. — A  reinspection  of  Gympie  was 
made  in  Miarch  of  this  year.  The  work  at  the 
sanitary  depot  was  fairly  well  carried  out.  The 
garbage  removal  service  has  not  yet  been  inau¬ 
gurated,  although  this  Department  has  repeat¬ 
edly  requested  the  Council  to  do  so.  The  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  town  warrants  such  a  service,  as 
many  accumulations  of  rubbish  and  manure  were 
noticed  about  the  town.  Numbers  of  the  earth 
closets  were  found  to  have  the  usual  construc¬ 
tional  defects.  A  further  report  concerning  the 
sanitation  of  the  town  was  submitted  to  the 
Council  and  action  requested. 

Gin  Gin. — On  inspection  at  this  township  it 
was  found  that  matters  of  sanitary  executive 
were  being  very  badly  conducted.  For  example, 
at  the  sanitary  depot  nightsoil  was  being  simply 
dumped  on  the  banks  of  a  gully  which  discharges 
into  Gin  Gin  Creek,  the  contractor  being  guilty 
of  grave  neglect  in  the  proper  carrying  out  of 
the  contract.  The  rubbish  tip  was  also  found 
in  a  most  offensive  and  neglected  condition. 
Many  earth  closets  require  attention.  Council 
possesses  no  plant  for  disinfecting,  and  are  there¬ 
fore  not  in  a  position  to  combat  an  outbreak  of 
infectious  disease. 

I  % 

Howard. — A  reinspection  of  this  town  re¬ 
vealed  a  most  insanitary  and  unhealthy  state  of 
affairs.  There  is  no  nightsoil  nor  garbage  removal 
services,  which  is  a  grave  state  of  affairs  in  a 
township  of  this  size  and  population.  The 
neglect  of  the  Council  in  this  respect  has  caused 
householders  to  be  most  careless  in  their  manner 
of  disposing  of  nightsoil  and  garbage.  The  inau¬ 
guration  of  nightsoil  and  garbage  removal  ser¬ 
vices  are  urgent  necessities.  Previous  to  inspec¬ 
tion,  Council  did  not  possess  any  disinfecting 
plant,  but  on  advice  from  this  Department  have 
since  procured  the  necessary  appliances  for  com¬ 
bating  disease.  The  Council  have  again  been 
called  upon  to  initiate  the  necessary  franchises 
appertaining  to  a  properly  conducted  conser¬ 
vancy  system. 

Inglewood. — The  sanitary  system  inaugu¬ 
rated  here  in  1912  and  previously  reported  on 
was  found  to  be  carried  out  satisfactorily.  The 
depot  has  now  been  enclosed  by  an  appropriate 
fence,  suitable  washing  sheds,  and  deodorant 
store  erected.  The  whole  plant,  including  sani¬ 
tary  wagons,  was  found  to  be  kept  in  a  thorough 
state  of  cleanliness. 

Kingaroy. — -A  general  inspection  was  made 
of  this  town.  The  nightsoil  service  is  well  car¬ 
ried  out,  but  necessary  improvements  were  re¬ 
commended  for  more  efficient  working.  The 
garbage  tip  was  found  to  be  in  an  insanitary 
state,  there  being  no  removal  service ;  house¬ 
holders  tip  rubbish  at  depot  just  as  they  like. 
Accumulations  of  rubbish  were  observed  in  many 
yards,  and  earth  closets  do  not  comply  with  the 
formal  standard  requirements  of  this  Depart¬ 
ment. 

Kilcoy. — The  working  of  the  nightsoil  and 
garbage  removal  services  were  found  to  be  far 
from  satisfactory.  The  Council  have  now  re¬ 
organised  the  services,  and  up-to-date  plant  has 
been  procured,  which  should  give  satisfaction  to 
all. 


Kilkivan. — In  consequence  of  an  outbreak 
of  typhoid  fever,  an  exhaustive  inquiry  was 
made  into  the  circumstances  of  the  outbreak. 
The  township  was  found  to  be  clean  and  well 
kept.  The  sanitary  service  is  carried  out  in  an 
efficient  manner,  but  there  is  no  garbage  removal 
service  in  vogue,  and  disposal  at  depot  was  not 
satisfactory.  Disinfection  is  carried  out  by 
householders  without  any  instruction  in  the  mat¬ 
ter.  Such  an  arrangement  is  not  conducive  to 
the  checking  of  infectious  diseases.  Council  were 
advised  to  appoint  an  officer  to  carry  out  disin¬ 
fections  under  instruction  from  visiting  local 
inspector,  and  also  to  institute  a  garbage  service. 

Landsborough. — This  township  was  found 
in  a  very  clean  condition.  Council’s  attention 
was  directed  to  minor  matters  requiring  atten¬ 
tion. 

Mitchell. — Matters  pertaining  to  the  sanita¬ 
tion  of  this  township  were  found,  on  inspection, 
in  a  satisfactory  condition.  A  few  suggestions 
which  would  further  improve  things  were  sub¬ 
mitted  to  Council.  The  new  conservancy  system, 
which  the ‘Council  have  wisely  kept  in  their  own 
hands,  is  giving  unbounded  satisfaction. 

Morven. — A  reinspection  was  made  on  7th 
May,  1916,  when  it  was  found  that  the  pit 
system  was  still  in  vogue,  and  in  about  its  worst 
form.  Some  of  the  privies  had  overfull  pits. 
The  side  of  the  dam  adjoining  the.  town  reserve 
was  found  to  be  simply  a  huge  scattered  rubbish 
dump  for  over  a  mile  long.  The  unhealthy  con¬ 
dition  of  affairs  necessitated  the  Commissioner 
notifying  the  Council  that  unless  steps  were 
taken  to  clean  up  the  township,  the  Department 
would  be  forced  to  take  action  under  section 
174a  of  Health  Acts.  Immediate  action  was 
promised  by  the  Council,  who  have  now  taken 
steps  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Department,  together  with  the  initiation  of  a 
sanitary  service.  Typhoid  fever  having  practi¬ 
cally  been  endemic  in  this  township,  the  proposed 
sanitary  reforms  should  prove  beneficial. 

Maryborough. — This  municipality  possesses 
a  good  sanitary  service  which,  when  inspected, 
was  found  to  be  excellently  worked.  The  garbage 
removal  service  requires  reorganising.  The 
business  portion  of  the  town  was  unclean,  many 
accumulations  of  rubbish  and  manure  we're 
observed  about  the  yards.  The  drainage  of  this 
town  is  very  bad;  a  system  of  drainage  is  a 
pressing  need.  Rats  and  mosquitoes  are  very 
prevalent,  and  measures  are  required  to  deal 
with  these  disease  carriers. 

Mur g on. — On  a  sanitary  survey  of  this 
township  being  made  it  was  found  that  the 
nightsoil  service  was  fairly  well  carried  out. 
Improvements  were  suggested  to  the  Council  for 
the  more  efficient  working  of  the  service.  There 
is  no  garbage  removal  system  in  vogue,  hence 
many  accumulations  of  rubbish  and  garbage 
were  observed  in  yards  and  about  the  locality. 
The  garbage  tip  was  found  in  a  most  unsatis¬ 
factory  condition,  no  system  or  method  being 
adopted  in  order  to  carry  out  this  work  in  a 
proper  manner.  The  usual  defects  were  observed 
in  earth  closets.  Disinfection  is  not  carried  out 
by  Council,  who  possess  no  plant  for  this  pur¬ 
pose,  and  are  therefore  not  in  a  position  to  com¬ 
bat  an  outbreak  of  infectious  disease. 
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Mundubbera. — A  number  of  improvements 
are  required  in  this  small  township,  and  sug¬ 
gestions  were  passed  on  to  the  Council  for  their 
consideration.  Sanitary  conveniences  especially 
require  attention.  A  site  for  a  sanitary  depot 
was  inspected  and  approved  of. 

Miriam  Vale. — This  township  is  comprised 
of  about  twenty-five  premises,  and  an  inspection 
resulted  in  suggestions  being  made  to  improve 
the  general  sanitary  circumstances.  Many  earth 
closets  were  found  out  of  repair,  and  various 
kinds  of  receptacles  used  for  reception  of  excreta. 
Many  large  accumulations  of  rubbish  were 
observed,  and  it  was  noticed  that  after  advice 
and  instruction  had  been  given  to  householders 
rubbish  was  burned  and  buried  without  any 
trouble,  proving  that  if  the  people  are  only  kept 
up  to  the  mark  they  are  only  too  willing  to  keep 
their  premises  in  a  clean  condition. 

Mount  Perry. — Owing  to  the  closing  down 
of  the  copper  mines,  Mount  Perry  is  not  at  pre¬ 
sent  in  :a  flourishing  position.  The  general 
conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  but 
many  earth  closets  require  repairing  and  recon¬ 
structing.  The  garbage  tip  was  not  all  that 
could  be  desired.  Instruction  and  recommenda¬ 
tions  were  made  so  as  to  effect  improvements. 

Nambour. — The  work  of  nightsoil  and 
garbage  -  disposal  is  being  well  carried  out  at 
the  depot.  The  garbage  removal  from  the  town¬ 
ship  requires  to  be  placed  on  a  more  satisfactory 
footing.  Many  large  accumulations  of  rubbish 
were  observed  at  rear  of  business  premises. 
Earth  closets  were  found  to  have  the  usual  con¬ 
structional  defects.  Suggestions  were  made  to 
the  Council  for  improvements  in  these  matters. 

Nanango. — A  reinspection  of  this  town  was 
made,  and  it  was  found  that  a  great  many 
improvements  had  been  carried  out.  Earth 
closets  had  been  well  brought  up  to  the  standard 
The  township  was  in  a  good,  clean,  and  sanitary 
condition.  The  nightsoil  and  garbage  services 
are  well  carried  out,  but  the  condition  of  the 
rubbish  tip  is  not  all  that  could  be  desired.  How¬ 
ever,  as  the  result  of  departmental  action,  im¬ 
provements  may  be  expected  on  the  inspector’s 
return  visit  of  inspection. 

Oakey. — The  question  of  drainage  disposal 
in  inland  towns  is  becoming  acute,  especially  so 
where  butter  and  cheese  factories  have  been 
established,  and  this  also  applies  to  the  large 
volumes  of  waste  water  produced  at  hotels,  &c. 
This  progressive  Council  is  the  first  within 
the  State  to  procure  a  Merry  weather  Cesspool 
Vacuum  Ejector,  and  are  to  be  commended  on 
their  action,  which  it  is  expected  will  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  improved  sanitary  conditions.  It 
may  reasonably  be  expected  that  on  the  next 
visit  of  inspection  the  spade-formed  street  water 
channels  that  were  converted  into  veritable 
quagmires  by  the  discharge  of  hotel  water  will 
no  longer  offend  the  sense  of  sight  or  smell. 

Roma. — The  sanitary  depot  in  this  town 
called  for  vast  improvement,  the  work  being 
carried  out  in  a  most  unsatisfactory  manner. 
The  depot  was  found  to  be  overgrown  with 
prickly-pear,  low-lying,  and  unsuitable.  A  new 
site  has  been  selected  which  will  no  doubt  vastly 
improvematters.  The  disposal  of  rubbish  and 
household  garbage  is  splendidly  carried  out. 


The  question  of  a  drainage  system  for  the  whole 
of  the  town  is  engaging  the  attention  of  the 
Local  Authority. 

Rosedale. — This  small  township  was  in¬ 
spected,  and  recommendations  made  to  the  Shire 
Council  for  improvements  with  regard  to  the 
abolition  of  cesspits  and  kerosene  tins  used  as 
nightsoil  receptacles,  and  suggestions  made  for 
the  better  disposal  of  garbage  and  rubbish. 

Toowoomba. — There  are  improvements  here 
since  the  last  inspection.  The  daylight  sanitary 
service  has  been  in  vogue  for.  some  considerable 
time,  and  the  contractors  and  their  manager  are 
to  be  commended  on  the  manner  in  which  the 
work  is  carried  out.  They  have  also  made  exten¬ 
sive  improvements  at  the  incinerator  works.  On 
inspection  at  various  times  during  the  day  the 
waggons  were  always  found  to  be  clean. 
Regarding  the  garbage  removal,  the  Council 
could  improve  the  service  by  providing  uniform 
standard-sized  tins. 

Tiaro. — The  conditions  existing  in  this 
township,  which  comprised  about  fifty  premises 
when  an  officer  from  this  Department  paid  a 
visit  of  inspection,  were  found  to  be  far  below 
the  elementary  principles  of  sanitation.  A  great 
many  of  the  earth  closets  were  found  dilapidated 
and  offensive.  Many  accumulations  of  rubbish 
were  observed  in  yards  and  about  the  township. 
There  is  no  sanitary  or  garbage  services.  On  the 
recommendations  of  the  Department,  the  Coun¬ 
cil  are  instituting  a  nightsoil  service  and  are 
having  the  Sanitary  Conveniences  and  Nightsoil 
Regulations  extended  to  the  area,  which  will 
materially  assist  them  in  bringing  the  conditions 
up  to  the  required  standard. 

Warwick. — Since  the  last  inspection  a 
marked  improvement  has  taken  place  in  sanitary 
matters  generally.  The  Council  have  taken  over 
the  collection  and  disposal  of  nightsoil  and 
garbage,  and  on  reinspeetion  of  the  depot,  a  com¬ 
plete  transformation  was  observed.  The  improve¬ 
ments  consisted  of  a  pan-washing  shed  with 
cement  floor  and  an  efficient  washing  plant.  An 
elevated  storage  tank  ensuring  a  constant  supply 
of  water  under  pressure,  stables,  and  deodorant 
store  have  also  been  erected.  A  bore  360  ft.  in 
depth  has  been  sunk,  from  which  water  is 
pumped  by  means  of  an  oil  engine  into  supply 
tank.  The  garbage  removal  service  is  now  car¬ 
ried  out  weekly.  The  Council  have  procured 
suitable  carts,  but  the  introduction  of  uniform¬ 
sized  metal  garbage  bins  would  further  improve 
this  service.  The  former  practice  of  discharging 
hotel  waste  water  into  the  street  water  channels 
has  been  discontinued,  and  the  sawdust  urinal 
pans  recommended  by  this  Department  have 
given  entire  satisfaction,  the  contents  of  which 
are  disposed  of  at  the  sanitary  depot. 

Wondai. — The  general  sanitary  circum¬ 
stances  of  this  township  were  found  on  inspec¬ 
tion  to  be  good.  The  nightsoil  service  is  well 
carried  out.  The  garbage  tip,  which  is  not 
worked  in  a  systematic  or  methodical  manner, 
was  found  to  be  offensive.  There  is  no  garbage 
removal  service;  householders  cart  their  own 
rubbish  to  the  tip  and  deposit  it  how  and  where 
they  like.  Earth  closets  were  found  to  have  the 
usual  constructional  defects.  Recommendations 
were  made  to  the  Council  to  have  these  matters 
remedied. 
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Wooroolin. — This  is  a  small  township,  and 
after  inspection  recommendations  were  made  for 
the  better  carrying  out  of  the  sanitary  and 
garbage  removal  services,  which  were  not  effici¬ 
ently  worked.  The  earth  closets  contained  the 
usual  defects. 

Woodford. — The  sanitation  of  Woodford 
was  found  on  inspection  to  be  fairly  satisfactory. 
The  disposal  of  niglitsoil  is  carried  out  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  A  number  of  accumula¬ 
tions  of  rubbish  were  noticed.  Report  was  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Council  and  action  requested  in 
matters  requiring  attention. 

Central  District. 

Inspector  Wiseman,  in  charge  of  this  dis¬ 
trict,  spent  the  greater  part  of  the  fiscal  year 
attending  to  matters  of  sanitary  executive  in  the 
City  of  Rockhampton  and  adjacent  townships, 
and,  like  the  other  officers  in  Northern  centres, 
had  to  devote  a  considerable  portion  of  his  time 
to  food  inspection.  For  departmental  reasons 
this  officer  was  detailed  to  make  an  extended 
tour  of  inspection  in  the  Central  West  and 
South-western  portions  of  the  State.  The 
itinerary  included  numbers  of  settlements  that 
had  not  previously  been  inspected  by  a  State 
inspector.  Local  Authorities  and  their  officers 
were  afforded  advice  and  instruction  in  every 
instance  where  they  were  met  with.  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  a  summary  of  the  sanitary  circumstances 
of  a  number  of  the  places  visited,  all  of  which 
have  already  been  the  subject  of  special  reports 
to  headquarters: — 

Aramac. — In  this  township,  a  sanitary  sur¬ 
vey  of  which  was  made  on  the  3rd  May,  1916,' 
it  was  found  that  the  old  pit  system  was  still 
in  vogue.  The  old  rubbish  dump  is  being  done 
away  wfith,  it  being  too  near  the  town.  This 
dump  required  a  good  cleaning  up.  Originally, 
a  good  tip  was  formed,  but  from  lack  of  proper 
supervision  was  allowed  to  get  into  a  bad  state. 
A  new  site  has  been  selected  for  both  nightsoil 
and  garbage.  A  Government  loan  has  been 
applied  for  for  the  establishing  of  this  service  on 
a  more  satisfactory  footing. 

Blair  Athol. — The  work  of  nightsoil  burial 
is  well  carried  out.  Many  sanitary  conveniences 
were  found  in  a  dilapidated  condition.  There 
is  no  garbage  removal  service,  and  consequently 
the  yards  of  premises  are  badly  scavenged.  It 
is  the  intention  of  the  Council  to  institute  a 
garbage  removal  service  with  the  new  sanitary 
contract.  Council  have  advised  the  Department 
that  action  is  being  taken  to  remedy  all 
nuisances. 

Bogantungan.- — Tt  was  found  on  inspection 
that  this  township  required  a  good  cleaning  up, 
and  that  a  number  of  sanitary  conveniences 
required  attention.  The  Council  were  advised 
concerning  the  various  nuisances,  and  they  have 
since  reported  to  this  Department  that  improve¬ 
ments  have  taken  place. 

Blackall  —  A  visit  to  this  township  was  made, 
with  the  result  that  recommendations  were  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Council  for  improvements  to  the 
plant  of  the  sanitary  depot.  Earth,  closets  wrere 
found  in  good  order.  No  garbage  removal  ser¬ 
vice  is  in  operation,  and  a  number  of  accumula¬ 
tions  exist,  to  which  the  Council’s  attention  has 
been  directed.  Drainage  matters  a] so  received 
attention. 


Barcaldinc. — The  sanitary  conditions  pre¬ 
vailing  in  this  town  were  found  on  inspection  to 
be  a  menace  to  the  welfare  of  the  community. 
The  methods  employed  at  the  nightsoil  and 
garbage  depots  showed  grave  carelessness  and 
bad  system.  Drainage  matters  were  found  to  be 
neglected,  and  sanitary  conveniences  required 
reconstructing.  The  Council  were  notified  of 
these  insanitary  conditions,  and  advised  that,  if 
matters  were  not  improved,  this  Department 
would  take  action  under  section  174a  of  “  The 
Health  Acts,  1900-1911.” 

Bajool. — An  inspection  of  this  small  town¬ 
ship,  which  consists  of  about  twenty-five  premises, 
was  made  on  the  25th  September,  1915.  The 
nightsoil  is  collected  by  a  selector,  who  disposes 
of  same  on  his  own  land  for  manurial  purposes. 
The  work  is  well  and  cleanly  carried  out.  There 
is  no  garbage  removal  service  and  no  definite 
tip,  consequently  accumulations  of  rubbish  exist 
in  many  yards  and  about  the  town,  to  which  the 
Local  Authority’s  attention  has  been  directed. 

Corona  Sheep  Station. — As  a  result  of  re¬ 
ports  that  sickness  was  prevalent  at  this  station, 
an  inspector  was  despatched  to  investigate  the 
cause.  Many  insanitary  conditions  were  ob¬ 
served.  Samples  of  drinking  water  were  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Government  Analyst,  who  reported 
that  the  water  was  contaminated  with  organic 
matter  of  vegetable  origin,  and  was  not  suitable 
for  drinking.  A  full  report  was  submitted  to 
the  Home  Secretary. 

Clermont.- — A  re  inspection  was  carried  out 
in  order  to  ascertain  if  the  requirements  of  this 
Department  had  been  complied  with.^  The  in¬ 
spector’s  report  showed  that  many  of  the 
nuisances  had  been  attended  to,  but  the  rubbish 
tip  was  still  unfenced  and  in  an  unsatisfactory 
condition.  The  Council  have  since  notified  the 
Department  that  the  garbage  depot  would  be 
enclosed  by  an  appropriate  fence  and  systemati¬ 
cally  worked.  Directions  were  given  to  the  Coun¬ 
cil  to  take  measures  to  prevent  the  pollution  of 
the  town  lagoon,  the  water  from  which  is  used 
for  domestic  purposes,  and  was  being  contami¬ 
nated  by  drainage. 

Emerald. — Matters  pertaining  to  sanitation 
of  this  township  were  found  to  be  greatly 
improved  since  the  last  inspections.  The  district 
inspectors  report  that  the  Council’s  inspector  has 
a  good  grip  of  the  situation,  with  beneficial 
results.  The  Council  were  advised  of  a  few 
matters  which  required  attention. 

Emu  Park. — An  inspection  of  this  seaside 
resort  in  October,  1915,  revealed  the  sanitary 
conditions  to  be  most  unsatisfactory.  There 
being  no  properly  conducted  sanitary  or  garbage 
removal  services,  consequently  the  state  of  the 
township  was  not  all  that  could  be  desired.  The 
Council  has  been  called  upon  to  effect  improve¬ 
ments,  and  the  extension  of  the  Sanitary  Con¬ 
veniences  and  Nightsoil  Regulations  will  materi¬ 
ally  assist  the  Local  Authority  in  the  carrying 
out  of  the  necessary  requirements. 

Gracemere. — Gracemere  is  a  small  township 
consisting  of  about  thirty-four  premises.  An 
inspection  was  made  on  the  5th  October,  1915.  A 
number  of  premises  were  found  to  have  pans,  and 
a  number  to  be  using  pits,  which  were  allowed 
to  get  too  full.  Insufficient  deodorant  is  used 
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in  the  closets.  This  rind  other  matters  requiring 
attention  were  reported  to  the  Council  and 
improvements  called  for. 

Jericho.— An  inspection  of  this  township 
was  made,  and  inspector  reported  that  the  sani¬ 
tary  service  was  efficiently  carried  out.  Some 
improvements  were  recommended  to  the  Council 
in  this  matter,  and  also  in  regard  to  the  working 
of  the  garbage  disposal.  I  might  have  mentioned 
that  this  is  a  newly  constituted  shire,  and  it  will 
take  some  little  time  until  councillors  and  their 
officers  become  fully  conversant  with  matters 
appertaining  to  sanitation. 

Kabra. — An  inspection  of  this  small  town¬ 
ship,  which  comprises  about  fifteen  scattered 
houses,  was  made  on  the  4th  October,  1915.  The 
condition  of  the  township  was  found  to  be  fairly 
satisfactory.  The  town  rubbish  dump  was  on 
the  banks  of  a  fresh- water  creek,  and  the  Council 
were  notified  to  have  such  a  practice  discon¬ 
tinued  and  a  new  site  selected  forthwith. 

Longreach—  A  recent  sanitary  inspection 
was  made  of  this  town,  and  the  necessary  in¬ 
formation  furnished  to  the  Council  calling  for 
improvements  in  the  trenching  of  the  nightsoil 
at  sanitary  depot.  Closets  were  found  to  comply 
with  requirements  except  in  the  case  of  deodo¬ 
rant,  which  householders  have  to  supply  them¬ 
selves.  The  garbage  tip  was  not  methodically 
or  systematically  worked.  The  Council  have 
advised  that  instructions  have  been  given  to  have 
the  depot  arranged  and  worked  in  the  manner 
suggested  by  this  Department. 

Marnior. — This  township  consists  of  about 
sixty  premises.  An  inspector  paid  a  visit  on 
the  22nd  September,  1915,  and  reported  that 
the  nightsoil  service  was  fairly  well  carried  out, 
but  improvements  and  systematic  working  were 
necessary  in  order  to  make  it  more  satisfactory. 
The  garbage  tip  was  reported  to  be  in  an  untidy 
and  insanitary  condition.  Yards  were  found  to 
be  badly  scavenged,  and  earth  closets  in  an  un¬ 
satisfactory  condition.  The  creek  from  which 
the  township  derives  its  domestic  water  supplies 
in  dry  spells  was  found  to  be  contaminated  by 
town  drainage.  The  attention  of  the  Council 
was  directed  to  these  matters,  and  improvements 
called  for. 

Mount  Morgan. — An  inspection  was  made 
of  this  township  by  an  officer  of  the  Department 
in  October,  1915,  when  it  was  found  that  no 
action  had  been  taken  on  recommendations  of 
the  previous  year.  No  steps  had  been  taken  to 
improve  sanitary  conveniences.  The  garbage 
system  had  not  been  installed,  and  the  banks  of 
a  creek  were  being  used  as  a  depository  for 
rubbish.  The  Council  were  advised  that  im¬ 
mediate  action  was  necessary,  as  the  state  of 
affairs  was  a  menace  to  the  health  of  the  com¬ 
munity. 

Mount  Lav  com. — This  is  a  small  township 
of  about  twenty-five  premises.  An  inspection 
was  carried  out  on  the  23rcl  September,  1915. 
There  is  no  nightsoil  or  garbage  removal  service, 
and  consequently  the  state  of  the  place  was  not 
up  to  the  mark.  Owing  to  the  smallness  of  the 
township,  the  inaugurating  of  a  nightsoil 
removal  service  has  been  left  in  abeyance  mean¬ 
time. 

Raglan. — The  Department’s  inspector 
visited  this  small  township  on  the  25th  Septem¬ 
ber,  1915.  His  report  revealed  unsatisfactory 
conditions.  No  nightsoil  or  garbage  service 


being  in  vogue,  nor  any  arrangements  made  for 
the  disposal  of  same,  consequently  householders 
display  grave  carelessness  in  disposing  of  the 
nightsoil  and  rubbish.  The  Council  were  called 
upon  to  remedy  matters,  and  take  measures  to 
.prevent  any  recurrence  of  nuisances. 

Springsure. — The  sanitary  service  is  well 
and  efficiently  carried  out.  The  garbage  removal 
service  is  not  satisfactory,  and  the  Council  were 
advised  to  have  a  removal  service  inaugurated. 
It  was  discovered  that  many  wells  were  open  to 
pollution,  and  the  Council  were  notified 
accordingly. 

Yeppoon. — At  the  request  of  the  Livingstone 
Shire  Council,  an  exhaustive  survey  was  made 
of  Yeppoon,  with  a  view  to  improving  the  sani¬ 
tary  conditions  of  the  township.  Many  un¬ 
healthy  conditions  were  reported  to  the  Shire 
Council  for  action.  The  construction  of  earth 
closets  and  the  garbage  removal  service  called 
for  improvements,  and  recommendations  were 
made  for  the  betterment  of  these  two  important 
matters.  In  order  to  improve  and  assist  the 
Council  in  carrying  out  the  sanitary  service,  the 
Sanitary  Conveniences  and  Nightsoil  Regula¬ 
tions  have  been  extended  to  their  area.  Im¬ 
provements  may  therefore  be  reasonably  ex¬ 
pected  on  the  next  visit  of  inspection. 

Northern  District  (Townsville). 

Inspector  Cato,  in  charge  of  this  district, 
states  that  the  year  has  been  a  strenuous  one, 
and  one  of  steady  progress,  both  sanitary  work 
and  food  inspections  having  received  attention 
as  opportunity  offered. 

Townsville. — Townsville,  being  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  district,  has  of  necessity  received 
more  attention  than  other  important  centres 
within  the  area,  due  to  departmental  exigencies, 
but  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  to  a  num¬ 
ber  of  the  more  populated  centres,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  following  list.  The  unsatisfactory  manner 
in  which  the  sanitary  service  at  Townsville  has 
been  carried  on  has  been  the  subject-matter  of 
considerable  correspondence  between  the  Depart¬ 
ment  and  the  City  Council,  and  although  some 
improvement  has  been  obtained  at  the  depot, 
the  service  is.  still  far  from  satisfactory.  Leaky 
pans  still  continue  to  be  used  by  the  contractor, 
with  the  result  that  the  loaded  nightcarts  are 
evil-smelling  vehicles. 

A  small  outbreak  of  typhoid  was  experienced 
in  Townsville  during  the  months  of  November, 
December,  January,  February,  and  March,  some 
153  cases  occurring  in  the  city  area  during  that 
period,  55  per  cent.  6f  which  were  reported 
during  the  months  of  November  and  December. 
Anti-typhoid  inoculation  wras  resorted  to,  and 
404  persons  were  publicly  treated  with  vaccine, 
while  a  considerable  portion  of  the  public  were 
inoculated  by  private  medical  practitioners. 

Brandon. — This  small  township  was  in¬ 
spected  in  January,  and  from  a  sanitary  point 
of  view  was  found  to  be  far  from  satisfactory. 
Closet  buildings  were  defectively  constructed 
and  badly  kept,  while  accumulations  of  rubbish 
on  premises  and  in  the  main  street  gave  the 
township  an  entirely  neglected  appearance.  The 
Ayr  Shire  Council,  whose  apathetic  attitude 
towards  their  duty  under  the  Health  Acts  is 
decidedly  marked,  were  directed  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  improve  the  sanitation  of 
Brandon. 
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Bowen. — In  accordance  with  instruction,  the 
State  inspector  paid  a  visit  of  inspection  to  this 
old  town,  and  it  was  found  that  since  the  visit 
of  Chief  Inspector  Simpson,  in  1914,  sanitary 
matters  have  been  somewhat  neglected..  The 
Town  Council  had  experienced  trouble  with  the 
sanitary  contractor,  and  the  garbage  disposal  tip  - 
had  again  been  permitted  to  get  into  an  insani¬ 
tary  condition.  The  Council  have  recently  had 
difficulty  in  securing  the  services  of  a  suitable 
inspector,  but  I  understand  an  appointment  has 
now  been  made*  so  that  an  improvement  in  the 
matters  referred  to  may  be  expected. 

The  topographical  position  of  Bowen  ren¬ 
ders  drainage  to  the  sea  an  easy  matter,  but, 
notwithstanding  this  facility,  little  has  been  done 
to  deal  with  this  important  work,  and  during 
the  inspector’s  visit  it  was  necessary  to  call  on 
the  Council  to  abate  a  drainage  nuisance  in  the 
main  street. 

Camooweal. — This  far  Western  township 
received  a  special  visit  in  the  month  of  May,  in 
connection  with  a  reported  outbreak  of  beri  beri 
at  that  centre.  On  investigation,  however,  it  was 
found  that  only  four  cases  of  the  sickness  actu¬ 
ally  occurred  in  Queensland,  the  majority  of  the 
patients  having  become  ill  in  the  Northern  Ter¬ 
ritory  and  were  brought  into  the  Camooweal 
Hospital  for  treatment.  The  opportunity  was 
taken  of  making  an  inspection  of  the  township, 
and,  considering  its  isolated  position  in  the  far 
West  and  the  smallness  of  its  population,  its 
sanitary  arrangements  may  be  considered  as 
fairly  satisfactory.  However,  some  suggestions 
have  been  made  to  the  Barclay  Tableland  Shire 
Council  for  the  improvement  of  the  sanitary 
service. 

Charters  Towers. — The  sanitation  of  this 
city  still  receives  considerable  attention  at  the 
hands  of  the  Local  Authority,  and  it  was  found 
that  only  sanitary  matters  of  a  minor  nature 
required  rectifying.  The  sanitary  service,  which 
is  conducted  by  the  Council  instead  of  by  the 
usual  contract  system,  is  well  organised. and  per¬ 
formed,  this  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  being 
in  a  large  measure  due  to  a  capable  and  experi¬ 
enced  foreman  in  charge  of  the  depot. 

Hughenden. — A  reinspeetion  of  Hughenden 
v/as  made  in  the  month  of  March,  and  the  long¬ 
standing  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  was  found 
to  be  still  in  existence.  On  the  attention  of  the 
Town  Council  being  again  drawn  to  the  dirty 
state  of  the  town,  a  gang  of  men  with  drays  was 
placed  at  the  inspector’s  disposal,  and  a  thorough 
cleaning  of  the  town  undertaken.  At  a  meeting 
of  the  Local  Authority,,  at  which  the  visiting 
inspector  was  invited  to  be  present,  it  was  de¬ 
cided  to  install  a  double-pan  sanitary  service  in 
lieu  of  the  existing  obsolete  and  insanitary  dump 
cart  system,  and  it  may  now  be  expected  that  a 
vast  improvement  will  eventuate  in  the  construc¬ 
tion  and  cleanliness  of  privy  buildings  and  in 
the  general  appearance  of  the  town. 

Mackay. — This  important  sugar  centre  was 
revisited  during  the  year  under  review,  and  im¬ 
provements  were  found  to  have  been  effected  in 
its  drainage  troubles  with  reference  to  street 
watertables.  Owing  to  the  site  of  the  town  being 
flat  and  low-lying,  drainage  matters  are  likely  to 
claim  much  of  the  Town  Council’s  attention  in 
the  future  as  in  the  past.  The  sanitary  and 
garbage  services  were  well  conducted,  as  is  gener¬ 


ally  found  where  the  work  is  carried  out  by 
Council  employees  under  the  supervision  of  an 
inspector. 

The  position  of  town  inspector  has  been 
refilled  since  the  previous  visit,  and  the  new 
appointee  was  given  every  information  with 
respect  to  his  duties  under  the  Health  Act  and 
Regulations. 

Mirani. — A  cursory  inspection  was  made  of 
this  township,  and  minor  matters  requiring 
attention  at  the  sanitary  depot  were  submitted 
to  the  Shire  Council  for  the  necessary  action. 

Queenton. — The  population  of  this  goldmin¬ 
ing  centre  is  fast  declining,  and  the  removal  of 
houses  from  its  area  to  more  prosperous  localities 
is  becoming  almost  a  daily  occurrence.  Owing 
to  this  fact,  and  the  consequent  increased  indi¬ 
vidual  cost  of  cleansing  operations  within  the 
Shire,  it  is  considered  that,  from  an  economic 
standpoint,  the  time  is  opportune  for  a  Greater 
Charters  Towers  scheme,  in  which  the  boundaries 
of  the  city  would  be  extended  so  as  to  envelop 
the  more  populated  portion  of  the  Queenton 
Shire  area.  The  sanitary  service  is  well,  con¬ 
ducted.  The  nightsoil  incinerator  is  efficiently 
worked,  and  everything  about  the  sanitary 
premises  scrupulously  clean,  and  in  consequence 
innumerable  flies  that  formerly  infested  the  place 
have  almost  entirely  disappeared. 

Sarina. — Inspector  Cato  made  his  first  visit 
of  inspection  to  this  township,  which  is  the  centre 
of  the  Plane  Creek  sugar-cane-  district,  during 
the  month  of  February.  Matters  in.  connection 
with  the  sanitary  service  and  rubbish  removal 
were  found  to  be  somewhat  above  the  average 
state  of  affairs  which  generally  exist  in  small 
communities.  It  was  necessary,  however,  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Shire  Council  to  needed 
improvements  in  the  conduct  of  the  depot,  and 
the  maintenance  of  the  street  watertables  in  a 
more  sanitary  condition  for  the  removal  of  storm 
water  and  other  drainage. 

Torrens  Creek. — Since  the  abolition  of  the 
cesspit  system  and  inception  of  a  double-pan 
sanitary  service  in  March,  1915,  much  improve¬ 
ment  is  noticeable  in  the  general  sanitation  of 
this  township,  although  some  matters  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  betterment  of  the  service  have  been 
referred  to  the  Dalrymple  Shire  Council  for 
attention.  It  was  found  that  the  matter  of 
cleansing  up  the  township  had  not  received  the 
attention  of  the  Local  Authority,  accumulations 
of  rubbish  lying  about  everywhere  giving  the 
place  a  dirty  and  neglected  appearance. 

A  recurrence  of  typhoid  fever  at  Torrens 
Creek  was  investigated  in  November,  and  at  the 
direction  of  the  Commissioner  the  Local  Autho¬ 
rity  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
blood  and  f  cecal  specimens  obtained  from  several 
of  the  1 1  apparently  healthy”  residents  with  a 
view  to  ascertaining,  if  possible,  the  presence  . or 
otherwise  of  any  individual  in  the  community 
acting  as  a  “carrier.” 

Walker sion. — Much  improvement  has  taken 
place  in  the  sanitary  conditions  appertaining 
to  this  small  township,  which  state  of  affairs  is 
due  in  a  large  measure  to  the  good  work  done 
by  the  inspector  of  the. Pioneer  Shire  Council. 
Improvements  required  in  the  work  of  the  sani¬ 
tary  contractor  at  the  depot  were  referred  to  the 
Council  for  attention. 


Another  example  of  stagnating  drainage  in  a  grass-grown  street  water-channel. 


Photograph  showing  ramshackle  premises  in  Chinese  quarters  of  a  Northern  city. 


A  menace  to  public  health.  Household  drainage  stagnating 
in  unformed  street  water-channel. 


Photographs  showing  low-lying  swampy  ground  being  reclaimed  by  a 
Local  Authority  by  order  of  Department  of  Public  Health,  in  order  to 
facilitate  proper  drainage. 
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Northern  District  (Cairns). 

Inspector  "W  right,  in  charge  of  the  Northern 
Office,  Cairns,  from  his  report  submitted,  has 
also  had  a  busy  year.  The  following  towns  were 
inspected  in  respect  to  general  sanitary  matters, 
and  recommendations  were  made  to  the  various 
Local  Authorities  where  necessary: — 

Atherton, — A  reinspection  of  this  township 
was  made,  and  a  decided  improvement  was 
noticed  in  respect  to  the  sanitary  conditions. 
The  sanitary  service  is  now  being  carried  out  by 
the  employees  of  the  Council,  which  has  proved 
the  wisdom  of  the  change. 

Almaden. — A  cursory  inspection  of  this 
town  was  made,  and  the  conditions  at  the  sani¬ 
tary  depot  were  found  to  be  most  unsatisfactory, 
to  which  the  Council’s  attention  has  been 

directed. 

Cardwell. — The  conditions  in  this  township 
were  found  to  be  far  from  satisfactory.  All 
kinds  of  receptacles  were  being  used  in  the  earth 
closets.  The  Council  possessed  no  disinfecting 
outfit,  but  had  since  procured  one  with  the 
necessary,  disinfectants  through  this  Department. 
The  Council  has  promised  to  amend  the  existing 
insanitary  conditions. 

Chillagoe. — A  reinspection  of  this  town  was 
made,  and,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  inspec¬ 
tions  that  have  been  made  from  time  to  time, 
and  the  suggestions  offered  to  the  Council  by 
this  Department  for  the  improvement  in  matters 
appertaining  to  public  health,  the  sanitary  ser¬ 
vice  was  still  found  to  be  carried  out  in  a  most 
unsatisfactory  manner.  At  the  sanitary  depot 
the  plant  was  found  to  be  dilapidated.  The 
nightsoil  was  disposed  of  by  being  dumped  into 
large  pits  and  left  uncovered  for  a  week  or  more. 
The  Council  have  now  cancelled  the  existing  con¬ 
tract  and  called  for  fresh  tenders.  This  has  been 
the  subject  of  a  special  report,  and  the  Council 
was  requested  to  keep  a  stricter  supervision  over 
the  contractor. 

Cairns. — A  house  to  house  inspection  has 
been  made  of  a  portion  of  this  town,  and  during 
the  past  twelve  months  over  one  hundred  notices 
concerning  breaches  of  the  Health  Acts  and  local 
by-laws  have  been  served  on  the  Council.  Special 
attention  has  been  paid  to  Chinatown  in  respect 
to  the  numerous  hovels  and  dilapidated  premises, 
a  number  have  been  condemned  as  unfit  for 
habitation  by  the  Council’s  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  it  is  only  during  the  last  few  weeks 
that  the  Council  have  decided  to  make  a  move  in 
the  matter,  and  six  cottages  have  been  demo¬ 
lished.  It  is  the  Council’s  intention  to  have  the 
town  thoroughly  cleansed,  and  a  number  of  the 
hovels  now  existing  in  Chinatown  demolished, 
but  for  some  reason  opposition  has  been  shown 
at  the  Council’s  table  to  the  measures  initiated. 
It  surely  cannot  be  on  the  grounds  that  the  pre¬ 
mises  indicated  are  in  a  hygienic  condition  and 
therefore  should  be  allowed  to  remain  as  they 
presently  exist,  when  nothing  short  of  wholesale 
demolition  is  necessary.  The  progress  which 
the  Western  races  have  made  in  sanitation  is 
the  standard  to  which  the  Chinese  and  other 
Eastern  races  in  our  midst  should  be  elevated. 
It  cannot  be  admitted  that  by  providing  better 
housing  accommodation  and  more  sanitary  sur¬ 
roundings  their  self-respect  or  freewill  will  be 
interfered  with ;  but  on  the  other  hand  the  con¬ 
ditions  not  far  removed  from  those  of  Eastern 


slums  will  have  a  debasing  effect,  especially  on 
their  children  born  here  and  being  educated  at 
our  State  schools.  Low-lying  and  swampy 
ground  is  being  rapidly  filled  in.  An  inspection 
was  also  made  of  the  sanitary  depot.  Here  the 
conditions  wrere  found  to  be  most  unsatisfactory, 
such  as  nightsoil  being  badly  covered,  providing 
means  for  multiplication  of  flies.  The  spread  of 
disease  by  their  agency  is  an  ever-present  danger 
to  the  residents  in  close  vicinity  to  the  depot. 
Matters  of  detail  for  improvements  in  connection 
with  sanitary  executive  have  been  placed  before 
the  Council  by  the  Department.  Since  then  the 
Council  have  had  the  Sanitary  Conveniences  and 
Nightsoil  Regulations  enforced  for  the  Town  of 
Cairns,  and  are  contemplating  having  a  day¬ 
light  sanitary  service,  and  the  construction  of  an 
incinerator  for  the  disposal  of  nightsoil. 

Cooldown. — In  accordance  with  instructions, 
an  inspection  of  this  town  was  made.  The  usual 
defects  in  closet  construction  were  noted.  No 
deodorant  in  the  form  of  dry  earth  or  other 
suitable  material  was  being  supplied  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  sanitary  services,  both'  of  which 
encourage  the  breeding  of  flies.  There  is  no 
system  of  garbage  removal ;  the  householders  are 
supposed  to  remove  their  waste  matter  to  a 
depression  on  the  bank  of  the  river  in  the  heart 
of  the  town.  Here  trade  and  other  refuse  was 
deposited  without  being  burnt  or  covered.  A 
number  of  back  yards  were  found  to  contain 
large  heaps  of  refuse,  the  whole  encouraging  the 
breeding  in  large  numbers  of  the  ubiquitous 
disease-spreading  fly.  Improvements  were  also 
required  in  connection  with  the  sanitary  service, 
to  which  the  Council’s  attention  has  been 
directed.  Reports  concerning  these  matters  have 
been  already  submitted. 

Einasleigh. — A  visit  of  inspection  of  this 
-  town  was  made,  and  it  was  found  to  be  in  a 
fairly  satisfactory  condition.  The  attention  of 
the  Council  was  directed  to  matters  of  detail  in 
connection  with  the  sanitary  service,  which  was 
calculated  to  further  improve  matters. 

Ingham. — On  inspection  this  town  was 
found  to  be  in  a  clean  condition.  The  sanitary 
service  is  being  well  carried  out,  and  is  under 
the  supervision  of  an  energetic  and  reliable 
inspector.  A  decided  improvement  Avas  noticed 
in  connection  with  the  earth  closet.  The  Council 
realise  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  sanitary 
conditions  of  the  toAvn  well  up  to  date,  and 
intend  to  have  the  Sanitary  Conveniences  and 
Nightsoil  Regulations  enforced  for  the  toAvns  of 
Ingham  and  Halifax. 

IrvinehanJc.—The  District  Inspector  was 
detailed  to  make  an  inspection  of  this  town,  and 
found  the  same  sanitary  conditions  as  have  been 
repeatedly  reported  by  myself  and  various  other 
members  of  my  staff.  The  cesspits  Avere  found 
to  be  in  the  same  stinking  condition,  and  all 
more  or  less  half-full  of  water,  which  Avas  teem- 
ijjg  with  mosquito  larvae.  In  some  instances  the 
nan  system  was  in  use.  The  occupiers  remove 
the  pan  Avhen  full,  and  are  supposed  to  cart  it 
to  the  depot  (about  tAVO  miles  away)  and  bury 
the  contents,  but  this  practice  has  been  more 
honoured  in  the  breach  than  in  the  observance, 
as  on  an  inspection  being  made  of  the  depot,  it 
was  found  to  be  in  a  most  unsanitary  state, 
nightsoil  and  household  refuse  indiscriminately 
scattered  over  a  large  area.  This  has  been  made 
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the  subject  of  a  special  report,  and  the  Council 
have  been  impressed  with  the  necessity  for 
immediate  action. 

Innisfail. — A  revisit  of  inspection  was  made 
to  this  town.  The  general  state  of  affairs  was 
found  to  be  much  improved  to  that  obtaining 
when  the  previous  inspections  were  made.  A 
'  new  sanitary  system,  on  the  duplicate  pan  prin¬ 
ciple,  was  being  prepared,  consequently  the  town 
was  in  the  transitory  stage  between  the  old 
dump-cart  system  and  the  more  modern  one.  The 
best  type  of  airtight  pans  were  on  hand,  and 
everything  indicated  that  the  Council  intended 
to  have  an  up-to-date  sanitary  service.  The 
usual  defects  in  closet  constructions  were  noted, 
also  a  number  of  dilapidated  premises  in  China¬ 
town,  but  the  Council  intend  to  deal  with  these 
at  an  early  date.  The  Sanitary  Conveniences 
and  Nightsoil  Regulations  have  been  gazetted  for 
the  town  of  Innisfail,  and  it  is  expected,  when 
next  an  officer  visits  this  district,  everything 
will  be  found  in  accordance  with  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  requirements. 

Malanda. — At  the  request  of  the  Eacham 
Shire  Council,  an  inspection  was  made  for  the 
purpose  of  inspecting  and  reporting  on  the  suita¬ 
bility  of  a  sanitary  site,  it  being  the  Council’s 
intention  to  initiate  a  proper  sanitary  and  gar¬ 
bage  service  on  the  daylight  system.  A  house 
to  house  inspection  was  made  of  the  Shire,  and 
it  was  found  that  there  was  ample  room  for 
sanitary  improvements,  cesspits  being  in  general 
use,  and  were  sunk  in  close  proximity  to  the 
,  wells  from  which  the  water  supply  is  obtained. 
The  fullest  information  regarding  the  initiation 
and  cost  of  the  required  service  was  furnished 
to  the  Council.  Application  has  now  been  made 
to  the  Home  Secretary  for  a  loan  for  the  purpose 
of  installing  the  above  service. 

Mount  Molloy. — Inspection  was  made  of  this 
township.  The  paucity  of  population  does  not 
warrant  a  sanitary  service  being  established,  as 
the  cost  would  be  prohibitive  if  it  were  to  be 
carried  out  as  it  should  be.  The  greater  number 
of  premises  have  cesspits,  and  in  some  instances 
they  were  found  to  be  in  a  most  offensive  con¬ 
dition,  containing  a  quantity  of  liquid,  evidently 
soakage  due  to  the  recent  rains.  Some  of  the 
pits  are  situated  within  a  few  feet  of  a  creek 
from  which  the  water  supply  is  drawn  during  the 
dry  season.  However,  a  sanitary  depot  was 
selected  in  case  the  service  should  be  put  into 
operation.  The  Council  have  been  impressed 


with  the  seriousness  of  the  present  conditions, 
and  requested,  in  the  interest  of  public  health, 
to  give  the  matter  serious  consideration.  While 
at  Mount  Molloy  the  inspector  supervised  the 
disinfection  of  the  State  school,  and  made  an 
inquiry  into  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria. 

Mossman. — On  an  inspection  of  this  town, 
the  usual  defects  in  closet  construction  were 
noted.  The  Council  still  cling  to  the  antiquated 
dump  cart,  with  all  its  attendant  evils,  for  the 
collection  of  nightsoil.  The  methods  of  disposal 
at  the  depot  were  unsatisfactory.  Suggestions 
have  been  put  before  the  Council  for  effecting 
improvements  in  the  sanitary  service,  together 
with  the  cost  of  installing  the  necessary  services. 

Port  Douglas. — A  sanitary  survey  was  made 
of  this  town  last  November,  and  a  site  selected 
for  a  sanitary  depot,  and  the  Local  Authority 
directed  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  the  initia¬ 
tion  of  a  sanitary  service  on  the  duplicate  pan 
principle.  On  a  reinspection  being  made  in 
June,  the  town  was  found  to  be  still  in  the  same 
insanitary  condition.  This  has  been  the  subject 
of  a  special  report,  and  the  Council  have  been 
impressed  with  the  necessity  for  immediate 
action.  Particulars  in  connection  therewith, 
together  with  the  cost  of  installing  the  necessary 
service,  have  been  supplied  to  the  Council. 

Tolga. — A  cursory  inspection  of  this  town 
was  made  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the 
Tinaroo  Shire  Council  had  carried  out  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  Department  in  connection  with 
the  establishment  of  their  conservancy  system. 
A  decided  improvement  was  noted,  all  cesspits 
had  been  filled  in,  and  the  duplicate  pan  system, 
with  daylight  service,  installed. 

Wolfram. — An  inspection  was  made  of  this 
town  owing  to  an  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever, 
and  it  was  found  necessary  to  have  the  town 
thoroughly  scavenged.  Water  supply  was  found 
to  be  contaminated  by  soakage  from  cesspits.  At 
the  instigation  of  the  Department,  the  Council 
have  decided  to  have  the  Sanitary  Conveniences 
and  Nightsoil  Regulations  enforced  for  the  town 
and  the  inauguration  of  a  prope*  conservancy 
system,  a  site  being  selected  during  the  visit,  and 
all  necessary  instructions  as  regards  cost,  &c., 
given  to  the  Council. 

JOHN  SIMPSON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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APPENDIX  G. 


REPORT  OF  CHIEF  FOOD  INSPECTOR. 


Department,  of  Public  Health, 
Queensland, 

Brisbane,  28th  August,  1916. 

Sir, — The  following  is  the  Report  of  the 
Division  of  Food  Inspection,  showing  in  more  or 
less  detail  the  work  performed  in  this  connection 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1916:— 

Staff. 

The  Staff  employed  upon  the  duties  of  food 
inspection  during  this  period  has  consisted  of 
seven  full-time  food  inspectors  and  three  officers, 
who  have  been  employed  upon  part  sanitary  and 
part  food  inspection  work. 

The  seven  food  inspectors  have  been  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Headquarters,  and  the  three  general 
inspectors  at  Rockhampton,  Townsville,  and 
Cairns  respectively. 

Only  one  alteration  in  the  personnel  of  the 
staff  has  occurred  since  my  last  report  was 
submitted,  Inspector  A.  E.  L.  Mason  leaving  for 
service  with  the  Expeditionary  Forces  in  March 
and  being  replaced  in  June  by  temporary  Inspec¬ 
tor  Wallace,  late  of  Shanghai. 

Inspector  A.  Nairn  Young,  who  left  with 
the  Imperial  Expeditionary  Forces  in  August, 
1914,  remains  on  aoctive  service,  and  Inspector 
Buhot  still  fills  his  place  in  a  temporary  capacity. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  Inspector 
Young,  who  was  serving  with  the  Army  Service 
Corps  in  Egypt  as  quartermaster  sergeant,  has 
been  awarded  a  commission  in  that  corps,  and 
is  at  present  Officer  in  Charge  of  the  4th  Austra¬ 
lian  Field  Butchery. 

Scheme. 

The  work  of  the  division,  which  has  proceeded 
practically  upon  the  lines  followed  in  previous 
years,  has  consisted  in  the  exercise  of  general 
supervision  over  all  places  in  which  food  and 
drugs  are  offered  for  sale  or  prepared,  manu¬ 
factured,  stored,  or  packed  for  sale  for  human 
consumption.  The  duties  have  necessitated  sur¬ 
veillance  over  wharves,  vessels,  bond  stores, 
markets,  cold  stores,  railway  depots,  hotels, 
bakeries,  groceries,  confectionery  works,  cake  and 
biscuit  factories,  refreshment-rooms,  restaurants, 


ice-cream  factories,  tea-packing  rooms,  cereal 
factories,  refreshment  booths  on  showgrounds 
and  racecourses,  wholesale  and  retail  drug  stores, 
tobacco  factories,  tobacconists  and  hairdressing 
rooms,  departmental  stores,  cordial  factories, 
breweries,  distilleries,  food  canning  works  of 
various  descriptions,  jam,  pickle,  and  condiment 
factories,  vehicles  in  which  food  of  all  kinds  is 
conveyed  for  sale,  pie  and  coffee  stalls,  hawkers’ 
carts  and  barrows,  milk  vendors’  carts  and 
premises.  Early  morning  and  night  work  has 
been  conducted  as  particular  circumstances  have 
required. 

The  material  used,  apparatus  and  methods 
employed,  labelling  conditions,  upkeep  of  prem¬ 
ises  and  plant,  personal  cleanliness  of  employees, 
&c.,  &e.,  have  all  been  objects  of  special  scrutiny 
on  the  part  of  the  food  inspectors. 

Verbal  instruction  and  inspectors’  notices 
upon  the  spot  have  been  issued  for  the  correction 
of  minor  defects  -observed,  while  structural 
faults  have  been  dealt  with  by  communications 
issued  from  the  office. 

In  the  course  of  these  inspections,  samples 
have  been  obtained  officially  for  legal  purposes, 
and  unofficially  for  investigation  and  confirma¬ 
tory  purposes. 

Bread  weighing,  grocery  weighing,  liquor 
testing,  and  milk  sampling  have  received  special 
attention. 

Visits  by  Food  Inspectors  of  Headquarters 
Staff  to  Towns  Outside  of  Brisbane. 

In  addition  to  their  work  in  and  around  the 
cities  of  Brisbane  and  South  Brisbane,  the  food 
inspectors  have  visited  the  following  places  in 
outside  areas  lying  between  Brisbane  and  Rock¬ 
hampton. 

Against  the  date  of  visit  will  be  found  the 
officer’s  name  and  the  particular  duties  upon 
which  he  was  engaged. 

In  cases  wrhere  the  words  “food  inspection” 
appear  in  the  column  headed  “Purpose  of 
Visit,”  all  tracers  handling  food  lines,  so  far  as 
possible,  were  visited  at  such  places,  and,  when¬ 
ever  time  permitted,  liquor  testing  was  per¬ 
formed.  At  a  number  of  the  towns,  bread 
weighing  and  milk  sampling  were  carried  out. 


Visits  by  Inspectors  to  Country  Towns,  from  1st  July,  1915,  to  30th  June,  1916. 


Date. 

Place. 

Purpose  of  Visit. 

Inspector. 

1  July 

German  Bridge 

Food  inspection 

Mason 

1  July 

Eight-Mile  Plains 

Food  inspection 

Mason 

1  July 

Beenleigh 

Food  inspection 

Mason 

1  July 

Yatala 

Food  inspection 

Mason 

1  July 

German  Bridge 

Liquor  testing 

Plumb 

1  July 

Eight-Mile  Plains 

Liquor  testing 

Plumb 

1  July 

Beenleigh 

Liquor  testing 

Plumb 

1  July 

Yatala 

Liquor  testing 

Plumb 

16  July 

Bald  Hills 

Liquor  testing 

Plumb 

16  July 

Strathpine 

Liquor  testing 

Plumb 

16  July 

North  Pine 

Liquor  testing 

Plumb 

16  July 

Bald  Hills 

Food  inspection 

Stewart 

16  July 

Strathpine 

Food  inspection 

Stewart 

26  July 

North  Pine 

Food  inspection 

Stewart 

22  July 

Ipswich 

Liquor  testing,  prosecution 

Plumb 

26-28  July 

Caboolture 

Bread  weighing,  food  inspection 

Beaver 

28-31  July 

Gympie 

Food  inspection 

Beaver 

1-5  August 

Bundaberg 

Bread  weighing,  food  inspection 

Beaver 

5-9  August 

Gladstone 

Food  inspection 

Beaver 
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Visits  by 


Date. 


9-10  August 
10  August 

11- 12  August 

12- 13  August 

9  August 
9-10  August 

13- 14  August 

14- 19  August 

19- 21  August 

21- 27  August 

27-30  August 

1  September 

1  September 

2  September 
8  September 

10  September 
24  September 
24  September 
24  September 

27- 28  September 

28- 29  September 

29- 30  September 

1  October 

2  October 
2-5  October 
G-8  October 

4  October 

8- 9  October 
11-12  October 

13- 14  October 

14  October 

15  October 

15- 16  October 

18- 20  October 

20- 21  October 
22  October 

22- 25  October 
25-26  October 
24-27  October 
27-29  October 

29  October 
29-31  October 
1-3  November.  . 

4  November  '. 

5  November . . 

16- 18  December  . 

16  December  . . 

5- 6  January 

6- 7  January 
7  January 

7- 8  January 

10  January  . . 

11  January  . . 

12  January 
12  January 

12  January 

13  January 
13  January 
13  January 

13  January 

14- 15  January 

14  January 

17- 18  January 
19  January 

19- 21  January 
27-28  January 

10  February  .  . 
10  February  .  . 
10  Februaiy  . . 
10  February  . . 
10  February  . . 
10  February  . . 
29  February  . . 
29  February  . . 
2  March 
2  March 
6  March 
9  March 
9  March 
31  March 
12  April 
12  April 
27  April 
27  April 
27  April 
27  April 

9- 15  May 


Inspectors  to  Country  Towns,  from  1st  July,  1915,  to  30th  June,  1916.  continued. 


Place. 

Purpose  of  Visit. 

Miriam  Vale  . . 

Food  inspection 

Rosedale 

Food  inspection 

Avondale 

Food  inspection 

Bundaberg 

Bread  weighing,  food  inspection 

Laidley 

Food  inspection 

Gatton 

Food  inspection 

Gin  Gin 

Food  inspection 

Mount  Perry  .  . 

Food  inspection 

Howard 

Food  inspection 

Maryborough  . . 

Food  inspection 

Childers 

Food  inspection 

Cordalba 

Food  inspection 

Maryborough  .  . 

Food  inspection 

Caboolture 

Food  inspection 

Ipswich 

Liquor  testing 

Beenleigh 

Liquor  testing 

Mount  Gravatt 

Liquor  testing 

Eight-Mile  Plains 

Liquor  testing 

Beenleigh 

Liquor  testing  •  • 

Lands  bo  rough 

Food  inspection 

Palmwoods 

Food  inspection 

Nambour 

Food  inspection  .  • 

Ki  lid  van 

Food  inspection 

Kingaroy 

Food  inspection 

Nanango 

Food  inspection 

Kingaroy 

Food  inspection 

Sandgate 

Liquor  testing 

Wondai 

Food  inspection 

Murgon 

Food  inspection 

Goomeri 

Food  inspection 

Kilkivan 

Food  inspection 

Mungar  Junction 

Food  inspection 

Biggenden 

Food  inspection 

Gayndah 

Food  inspection 

Degilbo 

Food  inspection 

Caboolture 

Food  inspection 

Kilcoy 

Food  inspection 

Woodford 

Food  inspection 

Bundaberg 

Prosecutions,  food  inspection  . . 

Gladstone 

Prosecutions,  food  inspection  . . 

Miriam  Vale  . . 

Food  inspection 

Maryborough  .  . 

Food  inspection 

Maryborough  .  . 

Prosecutions 

Gympie 

Milk  sampling 

Pomona 

Food  inspection 

Gympie 

Food  inspection,  prosecutions 

Sandgate 

Liquor  testing 

Gayndah 

Food  inspection,  prosecutions . . 

Biggenden 

Food  inspection,  prosecutions 

Wynnum 

Liquor  testing 

Maryborough  .  . 

Food  inspection,  prosecutions 

Murgon 

Food  inspection 

Nanango 

Food  inspection,  prosecutions 

Maryborough  .  . 

Food  inspection,  prosecutions 

Pialba 

Food  and  sanitary  inspection 

Nikenbah  .  .  ... 

Food  and  sanitary  inspection 

Pialba 

Food  and  sanitary  inspection 

Scarborough  .  . 

Food  and  sanitary  inspection 

Torquay 

Food  and  sanitary  inspection 

Urangan 

Food  inspection 

Pialba 

Food  and  sanitary  inspection 

Scarborough  . . 

Sanitary  inspection 

Maryborough  .  . 

Food  inspection 

Caboolture 

Food  inspection 

Woodford 

Food  inspection 

Nambour 

Food  inspection 

Capalaba 

Liquor  testing 

Cleveland 

Liquor  testing 

Wellington  Point 

Liquor  testing  .  • 

Capalaba 

Food  inspection 

Cleveland 

Food  inspection 

Wellington  Point 

Food  inspection 

Strathpine 

Liquor  testing 

North  Pine 

Liquor  testing 

Bald  Hills 

Liquor  testing 

Aspley 

Liquor  testing 

Ipswich 

Liquor  testing,  prosecution 

Zillmere 

Food  inspection 

Zillmere 

Liquor  testing 

Nambour 

Food  inspection,  prosecution  . . 

Zillmere 

Water  samples 

Zillmere  . 

Water  samples 

Beenleigh 

Liquor  testing 

Waterford 

Liquor  testing 

Waterford 

Food  inspection 

Beenleigh 

Food  inspection 

Toowoomba  . . 

Food  inspection,  bread  weighing 

Inspector. 


Beaver 

Beaver 

Beaver 

Beaver 

Mason 

Mason 

Beaver 

Beaver 

Beaver 

Beaver 

Beaver 

Beaver 

Beaver 

Beaver 

Plumb 

Plumb 

Plumb 

Plumb 

Plumb 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Plumb 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Beaver 

Beaver 

Beaver 

Beaver 

Beaver 

Beaver 

Beaver 

Beaver 

Plumb 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Plumb 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart] 

Stewart 

Plumb 

Plumb  jjj 

Plumb  3 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Plumb 

Plumb 

Plumb 

Plumb 

Plumb 

Stewart 

Plumb 

Stewart 

Stewart 

Sanderson 

Plumb 

Plumb 

Sanderson 

Sanderson 

Beaver 
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Visits  by  Inspectors  to  Country  Towns,  from  1st  July,  1915,  to  30th  June,  1916. — continued. 


Date. 

Place. 

1 

Purpose  of  Visit. 

Inspector. 

15-16  May 

Camhooya 

Food  inspection 

Beaver 

16-18  May 

Clifton 

Food  inspection 

Beaver 

1 8  May 

Hendon 

Food  inspection 

Beaver 

18-20  May 

Allora 

Food  inspection 

Beaver 

16-18  May 

Esk 

Food  inspection  . . 

Stewart 

18-20  May 

Toogoolawah  .  . 

Food  inspection 

Stewart 

21-25  May 

Warwick 

Food  inspection,  milk  sampling 

Beaver 

21-23  May 

Blackbutt 

Food  inspection 

Stewart 

23  May 

Benarkin 

Food  inspection 

Stewart 

23  May 

Linville 

Food  inspection 

Stewart 

23  May 

Moore 

Food  inspection 

Stewart 

24-25  May 

Lowood 

Food  inspection 

Stewart 

26  May 

Tarampa 

Food  inspection 

Stewart 

26-29  May 

Goondiwindi  . . 

Food  inspection 

Beaver 

27  May 

Marburg 

Food  inspection 

Stewart 

28-29  May 

Heiidon 

Food  inspection 

Stewart 

30-31  May 

Gatton 

Food  inspection  . .  ■ 

Stewart 

30-31  May 

Inglewood 

Food  inspection 

Beaver 

1  June 

Warwick 

Food  inspection,  milk  sampling 

Beaver 

1-3  June  . 

Stanthorpe 

Food  inspection,  milk  sampling 

Beaver 

5-8  June 

Killarney 

Food  inspection 

Beaver 

8-9  June 

Toowoomba  . . 

Milk  sampling 

Beaver 

1  June 

Forest  Hill 

Food  inspection 

Stewart 

2-6  June 

Laidley 

Food  inspection 

Stewart 

7-8  June 

Rosewood 

Food  inspection 

Stewart 

9-12  June 

Boonah 

Food  inspection  . .  .  r 

Stewart 

9-13  June 

Pittsworth  . .  * 

Food  inspection 

Beaver 

13  June 

Harrisville 

Food  inspection 

Stewart 

14-18  June 

Ipswich 

Food  inspection,  milk  sampling 

Stewart 

13-15  June 

Oakey 

Food  inspection 

Beaver 

15-17  June 

Cooyar 

Food  inspection 

Beaver 

17-19  June 

Toowoomba  .  . 

Food  inspection 

Beaver 

20-21  June 

Goombungee  .  . 

Food  inspection 

Beaver 

22  June 

Haden 

Food  inspection 

Beaver 

23  June 

Goombungee  . . 

Food  inspection 

Beaver 

23  June 

Sunnyside 

Food  inspection 

Beaver 

23  June 

Meringandan  . . 

Food  inspection 

Beaver 

Unsound  Food. 

Reports  of  Inspectors  of  Headquarters  Stall 
show  stocks  of  foodstuffs  held  by  merchants  and 
retail  traders  in  the  areas  coming  under  their 
purview  to  have  been  in  better  condition  all 
round  this  year  than  was  the  case  in  any  one  of 
the  three  years  previous,  and  it  is  evident  that 
a  great  deal  more  care  and  discrimination  than 
was  formerly  exercised  is  now  being  shown  by 
both  wholesalers  and  storekeepers  in  the  order¬ 
ing  and  keeping  of  goods. 


As  a  result,  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to 
record  that  the  total  weight  of  food  material 
found  deteriorated  and  unfit  for  consumption 
during  the  twelve  months  amounted  to  10  tons 
2  cwt.  0  qr.  18  lb.  only.  These  figures  compare 
very  favourably  with  those  of  last  year’s  opera¬ 
tions,  when  over  30  tons’  weight  of  deteriorated 
foods  were  handled  by  Headquarters  Staff. 

The  following  is  a  detailed  list  of  the  articles 
rejected  and  disposed  of  by  the  owners  in  a 
manner  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Department’s 
officers : — 


Foodstuffs  Condemned  and  Destroyed  as  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption  (Headquarters),  from 

1st  July,  1915,  to  30th  June,  1916. 


No. 

Article. 

Quantity. 

1 

Beans 

32  bags 

2 

Cakes  and  Confectionery 

6  parcels 

3 

Cordials 

99  bottles 

4 

Crabs 

3  cases 

5 

Fish,  Herrings  (canned) 

827  tins 

6 

Fish,  Sardines  (canned) 

8,322  tins 

7 

Fish,  Salt  Salmon 

5  casks 

8 

Fish  Paste 

6  pots 

9 

Fish,  Sardelles  . . 

43  tins 

10 

Food,  Infants’  . . 

192  bottles 

11 

Fish,  Whitebait 

447  tins 

12 

Jam 

226  tins 

13 

Medicine,  Patent 

33  boxes 

14 

Mustard 

618  tins 

15 

Milk  (canned)  . . 

50  tins 

16 

Nuts 

20  cases 

17 

Onions 

1  bag 

18 

Potatoes 

7  bags 

19 

Sugar 

6  bags 

20 

Soup  •  . . 

204  tins 

21 

Fruit,  Dried 

56  cases 

22 

Fruit,  Assorted . . 

186  cases 

23 

Cocoa  and  Chocolate  .  . 

9  cases 

• 

Total  . . 

Weight. 


Tons 

cwt. 

qr. 

lb. 

0 

4 

1 

11 

0 

0 

2 

15 

0 

1 

1 

20 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

10 

1 

4 

0 

19 

1 

in 

0 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

n 

0 

0 

1 

15 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

3 

3 

27 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

3 

2 

14 

0 

2 

2 

in 

0 

0 

1 

22 

0 

10 

0 

0 

0 

7 

3 

9 

0 

7 

1 

1 

0 

0 

3 

6 

0 

1 

3 

9 

0 

13 

3 

24 

4 

13 

0 

0 

0 

7 

0 

18 

10 

4 

0 

9 
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Of  this  total,  682  were  purchased  or 
removed  officially  for  legal  purposes  and  798 
obtained  in  an  informal  manner  for  confirmatory 
and  investigation  purposes. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  articles  included 
and  results  obtained : — 


Sample's  Submitted  for  Analysis  from  1st  July,  1915,  to  30th  June,  1916. 


No. 

Food  or  Drug. 

Total. 

Official. 

Unofficial. 

Passed. 

Failed. 

Passed. 

Failed. 

Passed. 

Failed. 

1 

Baking  Powder  . . 

23 

8 

23 

8 

2 

Beer 

4 

3 

#  # 

2 

4 

1 

3 

Beverages  and  Cordials 

55 

34 

22 

16 

33 

18 

4 

Brandy  . . 

7 

29 

7 

23 

•  • 

6 

5 

Bread 

3 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

6 

Butter 

2 

•  • 

. 

2 

•  • 

7 

Cake 

1 

#  # 

1 

.  , 

,  • 

8 

Cheese 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

Coffee 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

Corned  Beef 

1 

.  . 

1 

#  # 

•  •• 

11 

Colours  and  Dyes 

2 

8 

2 

8 

12 

Condiments 

,  , 

4 

,  , 

.  , 

4 

13 

Cream 

,  , 

1 

i 

•  . 

,  • 

14 

Cream  of  Tartar 

30 

13 

10 

8 

20 

5 

15 

Currants  and  Raisins 

3 

3 

?!!•  • 

.  # 

(  . 

16 

Custard,  Cake,  Pudding  Powder 

21 

3 

21 

3 

17 

Disinfectants 

1 

1 

1 

1 

18 

Drugs  and  Medicines 

73 

4 

73 

4 

19 

Essences 

23 

14 

i 

i 

22 

13 

20 

Fish  (canned) 

75 

13 

75 

13 

21 

Fish  (not  canned) 

6 

4 

6 

4.  ■. 

22 

Flours 

14 

,  . 

14 

•  f' 

•  '  * 

23 

Fruit,  Crystals  . . 

,  . 

3 

.  • 

3 

24 

Fruit,  Dried 

2 

4 

•  • 

2 

4 

25 

Fruit  (canned)  . . 

1 

1 

•  • 

1 

1 

26 

Gin 

4 

3 

4 

i 

.  # 

2 

27 

Ice-cream  and  Ices 

10 

2 

10 

2, 

28 

Jams  and  Jellies 

27 

3 

27 

3 

29 

Lead  (Butcher’s  Block) 

.  • 

2 

2 

•  • 

.  • 

30 

Margarine 

7 

•  • 

7 

•  • 

31 

Meat  (canned)  . . 

7 

6 

7  . 

6 

32 

Meat  (un canned) 

29 

13 

29 

13 

33 

Milk,  Condensed 

6 

,  , 

6 

.  . 

34 

Milk,  Fresh 

370 

85 

349 

79 

21 

6 

35 

Milk,  Dried 

3 

,  , 

3 

.  . 

36 

Miscellaneous 

65 

12 

65 

12 

37 

Mince  and  Sausages 

28 

19 

28 

it) 

.  # 

•  • 

38 

Oils,  Essential,  Medicated,  &c. 

24 

7 

24 

7 

39 

Peas  (canned) 

.  , 

2 

.  , 

2 

40 

Pepper 

•  • 

1 

i 

•  • 

41 

Rum 

9 

9 

6 

9 

3 

42 

Sauces 

4 

#  # 

t  , 

4 

43 

Sardines  . . 

,  ( 

4 

4 

#  # 

44 

Sugar 

1 

•  • 

i 

.  . 

45 

Soap 

7 

2 

7 

2 

46 

Spices  . .  . .  .  •  . .  .  s 

1 

4 

1 

4. 

47 

Tobacco 

.  . 

4 

,  , 

4 

48 

Tartaric  Acid 

7 

#  . 

7 

,  , 

,  , 

49 

Toilet  Preparations 

69 

5 

69 

5 

50 

Vegetables,  Canned 

12 

1 

12 

1 

51 

Vinegar  . . 

1 

3 

1 

3 

52 

Whisky  . . 

6 

54 

6 

49 

•  • 

5 

53 

Wine 

27 

2 

2 

1 

25 

1 

54 

Water  (submitted),  Potability 

32 

.  . 

#  . 

.  # 

•  • 

55 

Not  Analysed 

*  * 

15 

1,105 

392 

451 

231 

622 

176 

magistrates,  the  average  penalty  per  case  (all 
cases)  working  out  at — fine,  £5  8s.  Id. ;  costs, 
£1  14s. 

Of  38  persons  charged  with  selling  adul¬ 
terated  milk  37  were  convicted  and  fined.  The 
average  penalty  on  this  count  works  out  at — 
fine,  £8  14s.  6d. ;  and  costs,  £2' 4s.  9d.  per  case. 
The  lowest  fine  recorded  for  milk  adulteration 
was  £1,  and  the  highest  £20. 

In  18  of  the  37  cases  the  fine  imposed  was 
£10  and  upwards,  whilst  in  11  instances  the  fine 
was  £5  and  upwards. 


Prosecutions. 

Ninety-eight  prosecutions  of  individuals 
and  firms  for  breaches  of  the  provisions  of  Part 
VI.  of  the  Health  Acts,  and  of  the  Food  and 
Drug  Regulations,  were  undertaken  by  members 
of  the  Headquarters  Staff  during  the  year. 

In  96  instances  verdicts  were  obtained  in 
the  Department’s  favour,  and  in  2  instances 
cases  were  dismissed  upon  technicalities. 

Penalties  totalling  fines  £529  17s.  6d.  and 
costs  £167  11s.  6d.  were  imposed  by  the  police 


Sampling. 

During  the  period  under  review  1,449 
samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  collected  and 
submitted  for  analysis  by  the  Department’s 
officers. 
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Under  the  heading  “Miscellaneous  Prose¬ 
cutions”  are  included  28  cases,  in  27  of  which 
convictions  were  obtained.  The  majority  of 
these  prosecutions  were  against  milk  vendors  for 
obstruction  of  inspectors,  refusing  to  supply 
samples,  using  rag  to  close  can  lids,  having  dirty 
and  dilapidated  milk  cans  and  measures,  and 
carrying  water  on  milk  carts.  The  average  fine 
inflicted  for  this  class  of  offence  was  £3  4s.  7d., 
and  costs  £1  3s.  Id. 

In  two  instances  milk  vendors  were  fined 
£10  for  refusing  to  supply  officers  with  a  sample 
of  their  milk  demanded. 


For  food  adulteration  21  prosecutions  were 
conducted  and  a  conviction  obtained  in  each 
case.  The  average  fine  imposed  was  £3  11s.  8d., 
and  costs  £1  18s.  4d. 

Eleven  persons  were  proeceeded  against  for 
the  sale  of  adulterated  liquor  and  all  were  found 
guilty  of  the  charge.  The  average  penalty  for 
offences  under  this  heading  works  out  at  a  fine 
of  £4  Is.  and  costs  £1  4s.  4d.  per  ease. 

In  addition,  the  placarding  of  premises  and 
endorsement  of  license  was  ordered  by  the  police 
magistrate  in  a  number  of  instances. 

The  following  is  a  detailed  list  of  the  prose¬ 
cutions  referred  to: — 


Prosecutions  for  Milk  Adulteration  (Headquarters),  from  1st  July,  1915,  to  30th  June,  191G. 


No. 

Date. 

Place. 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

-  1915-16. 

£ 

s.  d. 

£  s. 

d. 

1 

13  July 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  15' 8  per  cent. 

10 

0 

0 

3 

13 

4 

2 

15  July 

South  Brisbane 

Added  water,  16' 5  per  cent. 

10 

0 

0 

3 

18 

4 

3 

15  July 

South  Brisbane 

Added  water 

10 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

4 

22  July 

South  Brisbane 

Added  water,  15  8  per  cent. 

10 

0 

0 

3 

6 

6* 

5 

28  Septembei 

South  Brisbane 

Added  water 

10 

0 

0 

2 

12 

4 

6 

28  September 

South  Brisbane 

Added  water 

5 

0 

0 

3 

6 

6 

7 

28  September 

South  Brisbane 

Added  water  . .  . .  ' 

10 

0 

0 

3 

6 

6 

8 

28  September 

South  Brisbane 

Added  water 

1 

0 

0 

3 

6 

6 

9 

26  October  . . 

Bundaberg 

Added  water 

2 

0 

0 

3 

6 

6 

10 

26  October  . . 

Bundaberg 

Added  water  . .  .  • 

12 

10 

0 

3 

6 

6 

11 

26  October  . . 

Bundaberg 

Added  water 

15 

0 

0 

3 

13 

4 

12 

28  October  . . 

Gladstone  . . 

Added  water 

10 

0 

0 

3 

6 

6 

13 

28  October  .  . 

Gladstone  . . 

Added  water 

10 

0 

0 

3 

8 

4 

14 

28  October  . . 

Gladstone  . . 

Added  water 

. 

1 

4 

6 

15 

2  November 

Maryborough 

Added  water 

5 

0 

0 

2 

12 

4 

16 

2  November 

Maryborough 

Added  water 

5 

0 

0 

2 

7 

4 

17 

2  November 

Maryborough 

Added  water 

5 

0 

0 

2 

5 

6 

18 

2  November 

Maryborough 

Added  water 

5 

0 

0 

2 

5 

6 

19 

2  December 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  21’ 8  per  cent. 

20 

0 

0 

i 

4 

6 

20 

17  December 

Gympie 

Added  water,  7  per  cent. 

5 

0 

0 

2 

5 

6 

21 

11  January  .  . 

Nan  an  go 

Added  water,  5’0  per  cent. 

2 

0 

0 

1 

11 

4 

22 

6  January  . . 

Gayndah 

Added  wrater,  6' 3  per  cent. 

3 

0 

0 

1 

6 

4 

23 

6  January  . . 

Gayndah 

Added  water,  180  per  cent. 

3 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

24 

6  January  . . 

Gayndah 

Added  water,  7  0  per  cent. 

3 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

25 

25  January  . . 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  23  0  per  cent. 

18 

15 

6 

1 

4 

6 

26 

25  January  . . 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  7'  6  per  cent. 

10 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

27 

25  January  . . 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  6’ 7  per  cent. 

18 

15 

6 

1 

4 

6' 

28 

25  January  . . 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  14-0  per  cent. 

20 

0 

0 

1 

6 

4 

29 

15  January  . . 

Brisbane 

Added  water 

8 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

30 

29  February 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  10  per  cent. 

8 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

31 

31  March 

Nambour  . . 

Added  w’ater,  20- 9  per  cent. 

5 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

32 

4  April 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  24' 5  per  cent. 

20 

0 

0 

1 

11 

4 

33 

4  April 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  12'0  per  cent. 

13 

8 

8 

1 

11 

4 

34 

28  April 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  7-0  per  cert. 

1 

7 

4 

3 

13 

4 

35 

16  May 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  13  6  per  cent. 

18 

0 

0 

3 

13 

4 

36 

1 6  May 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  5  0  per  cent. 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

37 

22  June 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  12' 7  per  cent. 

dismi 

ssed 

38 

12  June 

Brisbane 

Added  water,  9  0  per  cent. 

5 

u 

u 

3 

6 

6 

Totals 

£322 

17 

0 

£82 

15 

8 

Miscellaneous  Prosecutions  (Headquarters),  from  1st  July,  1915,  to  30th  June,  1916 


No. 

Date. 

Place. 

1 

1  July 

Brisbane 

2 

8  July 

Brisbane 

3 

10  August 

Gatton 

4 

26  August 

Brisbane 

5 

28  September 

Brisbane 

6 

2  September 

South  Brisbane 

7 

15  September 

Brisbane 

8 

26  October 

Bundaberg 

9 

28  October 

Gladstone 

10 

28  October 

Gladstone 

11 

2  November 

Maryborough 

12 

2  November 

Maryborough 

13 

2  November 

Maryborough 

14 

16  November 

Brisbane 

15 

17  December 

Gympie 

16 

17  December 

Gympie 

17 

10  January 

Murgon 

18 

25  January 

Brisbane 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 


Refusing  milk  sample 
Dented  milk  measure 
.  Short-weight  bread  . . 

.  Fruit,  etc.,  in  bedroom 

.  Obstruction  (Section  107)  . . 

.  Obstruction  (Section  107) 

.  Obstruction  (Section  107) 

.  Rag  in  milk  can  lid  . . 

.  Rag  in  milk  can  lid  . . 

.  Rag  in  milk  can  lid  . . 

.  Rag  in  milk  can  ltd  . . 

.  Rag  in  milk  can  lid  . .  .  •  ^ 

.  Rag  in  milk  can  lid  . . 

Ices  unprotected  (Regulation  163) 

.  Rag  in  milk  can  lid  . . 

.  Rag  in  milk  can  lid  . . 

.  Dirty  milk  can  (Regulation  163) 

.  Interior  milk  exposed  (Reg.  184)  .. 


£ 

10 

0 

8 

1 

5 

6 
2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

0 

o 

2 

2 


Fines. 

Costs. 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

0 

0 

3 

6 

6 

10 

0 

0 

3 

6 

0 

0 

2 

5 

6 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

Dism  issed 

0 

0 

2 

5 

6 

13 

6 

3 

6- 

6 

0 

0 

2 

5 

6 

0 

0 

2 

5 

6 

0 

0 

2 

5 

6 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

0 

0 

0 

5 

4 

10 

0 

1 

4 

6  3 

10 

0 

1 

4 

6 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

14 

6 

2 

6 

6 
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Miscellaneous  Prosecutions  (Headquarters),  from  1st  July,  1915,  to  30th  June,  1916 — continued. 


No. 

Date. 

Place. 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

19 

1  February 

Brisbane 

Breach  of  Regulation  163  .. 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

20 

24  February 

Brisbane 

Refusing  milk  sample 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

21 

14  March  . . 

Brisbane 

Short  weight  bread  . . 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

22 

4  April  . . 

Brisbane 

Refusing  milk  sample 

9 

16 

6 

0 

3 

6 

23 

20  April  .  . 

Brisbane 

Refusing  milk  sample 

10 

0 

0 

2 

5 

6 

24 

28  April  . . 

Brisbane  . . 

Carrying  water  on  milk  cart  \  . 

0 

16 

6 

0 

3 

6 

25 

28  April  .  . 

Brisbane 

Carrying  water  on  milk  cart 

0 

16 

6 

0 

3 

6 

26 

28  April  . . 

Brisbane 

Carrying  water  on  milk  cart 

0 

16 

6 

0 

3 

6 

27 

16  May 

Brisbane 

Carrying  water  on  milk  cart 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

28 

12  June  . . 

Brisbane 

Carrying  water  on  milk  cart 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

- 

Totals 

£87 

4 

0 

£31 

1 

4 

Prosecutions  for  Adulteration  of  Miscellaneous  Foods  (Headquarters),  from  1st  July,  1915, 

to  30th  June,  1916. 


No. 

Date. 

Place. 

Class  of  Food. 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

1 

28  October 

Gladstone 

Mincemeat 

Excess  S02 

£  s.  d. 

5  0  0 

£  8.  d. 
3  6  6 

2 

28  October 

Gladstone 

Mincemeat 

Excess  S02 

5  0  0 

3  6  6 

3 

2  November 

Maryborough 

Mincemeat 

Excess  S02 

5  0  0 

2  5  6 

4 

2  November 

Maryborough 

Mincemeat 

Excess  S02  . , 

5  0  0 

2  10  6 

5 

2  November 

Maryborough 

Mincemeat 

Excess  S02 

5  0  0 

2  8  6 

6 

10  January 

Murgon 

Cream  of  tartar 

Added  acid.  Calc.  Phos. 

2  0  0 

3  8  4 

7 

20  January 

Woodford 

Mincemeat 

1P0  per  cent. 

Excess  S02,  31  per  cent. 

3  0  0 

1  4  6 

8 

1  February 

Nambour 

Cream  of  tartar 

Added  acid,  Calc.  Phos., 

3  15  6 

14  6 

9 

4  January 

Brisbane 

Cream  of  tartar 

62  per  cent. 

False  description 

2  0  0 

3  8  4 

10 

29  Februarv 

Brisbane 

Compound  cordial 

Pot.  Iodide  adulterated 

1  0  0 

3  13  4 

11 

31  March 

Nambour 

sarsaparilla 

Lime  juice  cordial 

with  K.L. 

Excess  preservative,  and 

0  10  0 

1  4  6 

12 

4  April 

Brisbane 

Mincemeat 

deficient  sugar 

Excess  S02,  168  per  cent. 

5  0  0 

14  6 

13 

18  April 

Brisbane 

Mincemeat 

Excess  S02,  40  per  cent. 

5  0  0 

14  6 

14 

4  May 

Brisbane 

Mincemeat 

Excess  S02,  148  per  cent. 

5  0  0 

1  4  6 

15 

4  May 

Brisbane 

Mincemeat 

Excess  S02,  54  per  cent. 

5  0  0 

14  6 

16 

4  May 

Brisbane 

Mincemeat 

Excess  S02,  222  per  cent. 

5  0  0 

14  6 

17 

4  May 

Brisbane 

Mincemeat 

Excess  S02,  520  per  cent. 

5  0  0 

14  6 

18 

4  May 

Brisbane 

Mincemeat 

Excess  S02,  77  per  cent. 

5  0  0 

14  6 

19 

22  June 

Brisbane 

Compound  cordial 

Adulterated  with  K.l.  . . 

10  0 

14  6 

20 

22  June 

Brisbane 

sarsaparilla 
Compound  cordial 

Adulterated  with  K.l.  . . 

1  0  0 

1  4  6 

21 

22  June 

Brisbane 

sarsaparilla 
Compound  cordial 

Adulterated  with  K.l.  . . 

1  0  0 

1  4  6 

sarsaparilla 

Totals 

£75  5  6 

£40  6  0 

Prosecutions  for  Adulteration  of  Alcoholic  Liquors,  from  1st  July,  1915,  to  30th  June,  1916. 


No. 

• 

Date. 

Place. 

Class  of  Liquor. 

Basis  of  Prosecution 

Fines. 

Costs. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

1 

31  August 

South  Brisbane 

Brandy 

Flies  and  filth 

10 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

2 

8  September 

Ipswich 

Rum 

Added  water  .  . 

2 

15 

6 

2 

4 

6 

3 

9  September 

Brisbane 

Gin 

Added  water  . . 

5 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

4 

26  November 

Brisbane 

Brandy 

Added  water,  5  per  cent. 

5 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

5 

26  November 

Brisbane 

Brandy 

Added  water,  17  per  cent.  . . 

5 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

6 

2  December 

Brisbane 

Gin 

Added  water  .  . 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

7 

6  January 

Gayndah 

Whisky 

Added  water,  4  per  cent. 

3 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

8 

6  January 

Gayndah 

Whisky 

Added  water,  18  per  cent.  . . 

3 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

9 

6  January 

Gayndah 

Whisky 

Added  water,  4'6  per  cent.  . . 

3 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

10 

18  January 

Maryborough 

Whisky 

Added  water,  8-3  per  cent. 

3 

15 

6 

1 

4 

6 

11 

28  March 

Capalaba 

Whisky 

Added  water,  8  per  cent. 

3 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

Totals 

£44 

11 

0 

£13 

8 

6 

CENTRAL  QUEENSLAND. 


In  the  Central  District,  which  is  operated 
by  Inspector  Wiseman,  from  Rockhampton 
Centre,  864  premises  connected  with  the  manu¬ 
facture,  sale,  or  storage  of  food  and  drugs  were 
inspected  during  the  year. 


These  businesses  include  bakehouses,  cake 
and  biscuit  factories,  aerated  water  and  beverage 
factories,  chemists’  shops,  general  stores,  hotels, 
markets,  auction-rooms,  refreshment-rooms, 
restaurants,  wharves,  warehouses,  food  fac¬ 
tories,  milk  carts,  &c. 
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As  a  result  of  his  inspections,  the  following  himself  that  the  goods  therein  specified  were 
list  of  unsound  and  deteriorated  foods  was  un-  removed  from  sale  and  destroyed : — 
earthed  by  Inspector  Wiseman,  who  satisfied 


Foodstuffs  Condemned  and  Destroyed  as  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption  (Central  District). 


No. 

Article. 

Weight. 

1 

Canned  fish 

Tons  cwt.  qr.  lb. 

0  4  2  22 

2 

Dried  fruits 

0  2  2  2 

3 

Meats,  preserved 

0  0  2  18 

4 

Jam 

0  2  2  15 

5 

Fruit,  canned 

0  3  10 

6 

Milk,  condensed. . 

0  0  0  3 

7 

Pickles  . .  . .  . .  . . 

0  0  0  26 

8 

Spices 

0  0  0  1 

9 

Essences 

0  0  0  5 

10 

Tea 

0  0  0  5 

11 

Confectionery  . . 

0  0  2  14 

12 

Infants’  food 

0  12  4 

13 

Potatoes 

3  0  0  0 

Total' 

3  16  1  3 

Prosecutions — Central  Queensland. 

Thirteen  individuals  and  firms  were  prose¬ 
cuted  by  Inspector  Wiseman  for  breaches  of  the 
Health  Acts  and  Food  and  Drug  Regulations 
during  the  year,  and  a  conviction  obtained  in 
each  instance.  Total  penalties  imposed  amount 
to  £89  12s.  4d.  fines,  and  £12  14s.  6cl.  costs. 

The  average  penalty  per  case  (all  prosecu¬ 


tions)  works  out  at — fine,  £6  17s.  8d. ;  and 
costs,  19s.  6d. 

For  the  offence  of  milk  adulteration  the 
average  penalty  secured  by  Inspector  Wiseman 
in  the  Central  Area  works  out  at  £13  17s.  8d. 
fine,  and  4s.  costs  per  case.  The  highest  fine 
inflicted  was  £20  and  the  lowest  £9  8s. 

Details  of  cases  are  as  follow : — 


Prosecutions  for  Milk  Adulteration  (Rockhampton),  from  1st  July,  1915,  to  30th  June,  1916. 


No. 

Date. 

Place. 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 

Fines. 

C0St8. 

1 

24  December 

Rockhampton 

Added  water,  5'8  per  cent. 

£  s.  d. 

10  0  0 

£  s.  d. 

0  3  0 

2 

24  December 

Rockhampton 

Added  water,  8-5  per  cent. 

10  12  6 

0  3  6 

3 

24  December 

Rockhampton 

Added  water,  9-4  per  cent. 

9  8  0 

-0  3  6 

4 

24  December 

Rockhampton 

Added,  water,  26-7  per  cent. 

20  0  0 

0  3  6 

5 

24  December 

Rockhampton 

Added  water,  19‘4  per  cent. 

19  8  0 

0  6  0 

Totals 

£69  8  6 

£10  0 

Prosecution  for  Adulterating  Alcoholic  Liquors  (Central  Districts),  from  1st  July,  1915,  to  30tk  June,  1916. 


No. 

Date. 

Place. 

Class  of  Liquor; 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 

Fines. 

1 

11  January 

Mt.  Morgan  . . 

Brandy 

Added  water  . . 

£  s.  d. 

3  9  8 

Prosecutions  (Miscellaneous) — Central  District. 


No. 

Date. 

Place, 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

£  s.  d. 

£  8.  d. 

1 

24  December 

Rockhampton 

Obstruction 

3  0  0 

2  5  6 

2 

4  January 

Mount  Morgan 

Breach  of  Regulation  163 

1  0  0 

0  9  4 

3 

4  January 

Mount  Morgan 

Breach  of  Regulation  163 

10  0 

0  9  4 

4 

4  February 

Rockhampton  ■ 

Breach  of  Regulation  163 

2  0  0 

0  3  6 

5 

5  November 

Emu  Park  . . 

Light-Weight  bread 

5  8  3 

2  5  6 

6 

5  November 

Marmor 

Light-weight  bread 

2  4  6 

2  5  6 

7 

18  January 

Mount  Morgan 

Light-weight  bread 

2  1  5 

2  5  6 

V 

Totals 

£16  14  2 

£10  4  2 
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Central  Queensland  Country  Tours. 

In  addition  to  food  work  in  and  around  the  city  of  Rockhampton,  visits  upon  food  inspection 
duties  have  been  paid  by  Inspector  Wiseman  to  towns  in  the  Central  Area  as  follows: — 


1915. 

20-22  September 

Marmor 

Food  and  sanitary 

22  September 

Mount  Larcom 

Food  and  sanitary 

23  September 

Raglan 

Food  and  sanitary 

24  September 

Bajool  . .  • 

Food  and  sanitary 

27-29  September 

Emu  Park 

Food  and  sanitary 

29  September  to  4th  October  . . 

Mount  Morgan  . .  ... 

Food  and  sanitary 

4  October 

Kabra 

Food  and  sanitary 

5  October  . .  . .  . .  . . 

Gracemere 

Food  and  sanitary 

8-12  October 

Longreacli 

Food  and  sanitary 

1916. 

4  January 

Mount  Morgan 

Prosecutions 

1 1  January 

Mount  Morgan 

Prosecutions 

20  March 

Westwood 

Food  and  sanitary 

21  March 

Duaringa 

Food  and  sanitary 

22-24  March  . 

Emerald 

Food  and  sanitary 

24  March 

Capella 

Food  and  sanitary 

25-28  March  . 

Clermont 

Food  and  sanitary 

28  March 

Blair  Athol 

Food  and  sanitary 

29  March 

Clermont 

Food  and  sanitary 

30  March  to  1  April  . . 

Springsure 

Food  and  sanitary 

1-3  April 

Bogantungan 

Food  and  sanitary 

4  April 

Alpha 

Food  and  sanitary 

5  April 

Jericho 

Food  and  sanitary 

6-10  April 

Barcaldine 

Food  and  sanitary 

10-12  April 

Aramac 

Food  and  sanitary 

12-18  April  . 

Longreach 

Food  and  sanitary 

18-23  April  . 

Blackall 

Food  and  sanitary 

23  April 

Northampton 

Food  and  sanitary 

23-26  April  . .  . . 

Tambo 

Food  and  sanitary 

26  April 

Nive 

Food  and  sanitary 

26-28  April  . 

Augathella 

Food  and  sanitary 

28  April 

Bardenthalla  . . 

Food  and  sanitary 

28  April  to  4  May 

Charleville 

Food  and  sanitary 

4-6  May 

Morven 

Food  and  sanitary 

6-9  May 

Mitchell  . .  . .  . .  • 

Food  and  sanitary 

9-13  May 

Roma 

Food  and  sanitary 

13-15  May 

Yeulba 

Food  and  sanitary 

15-17  May  . 

Miles  . .  . .  *  . . 

Food  and  sanitary 

17-19  May  . 

Taroom 

Food  and  sanitary 

19  May 

Juandah 

Food  and  sanitary 

20-22  May 

Chinchilla 

Food  and  sanitary 

23  Mav 

Jandowie 

Food  and  sanitary 

23-25  May  . 

Tara 

Food  and  sanitary 

25-31  May  . 

Dalby  . .» 

Food  and  sanitary 

TOWNSVILLE. 

In  the  city  of  Townsville  and  the  district  worked  from  that  centre,  Inspector  Cato,  in 
addition  to  his  sanitary  inspection  duties,  has  visited  518  premises  in  which  food  and  drugs 
‘•are  handled. 

Outside  of  Townsville  the  following  places  have  been  visited  by  Inspector  Cato  on  food 
work : — 


1915. 

1  July 

RavensWood  . . 

Food  inspection 

19  August 

Charters  Towers 

fFood  prosecution 

1916. 

11-12  January 

Brandon 

Food  and  sanitary 

13-17  January 

Ayr 

Food  inspection 

19-24  January 

Mackay 

Food  and  sanitary 

25  January 

Walkerston 

Food  and  sanitary 

26-27  January 

Mirani 

Food  and  sanitary 

28  January  . .  . .  . , 

Finch  Hatton . . 

Food  and  sanitary 

29  January 

Netherdale 

Food  and  sanitary 

i>  1  February  . . 

Eton 

Food  and  sanitary 

2-7  February  . . 

Mackay 

Food  and  sanitary 

8  February  . . 

Sarina 

Food  and  sanitary 

9-12  February  . . 

Mackay 

Food  and  sanitary 

14-17  February  . . 

Bowen 

Food  and  sanitary 

18  February  . . 

Ayr  . 

Food  inspection 

2-10  March 

Charters  Towers 

Food  and  sanitary 

10-16  March 

Queenton 

Food  and  sanitary 

17  March-8  April 

Hughenden 

Food  and  sanitary 

—  30  May-4  June 

Camooweal 

Food  and  sanitary 

*■.  16  June 

Charters  Towers 

Food  prosecutions 
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Unsound  Foods — Townsville  Districts. 


During  the  period  covered  by  the  fiscal  year  Inspector  Cato  has  rejected  as  unfit  for 
consumption  some  4  tons  14  cwt.  of  deteriorated  food  material,  as  per  the  following  list 


Foodstuffs  Condemned  and  Destroyed  as  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption,  from  1st  July,  1915, 

to  30th  June,  1916. 


No. 

Article. 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

1 

Baking  powder 

5  tins 

Tons  cwt.  qr.  lb. 

o  o  o  4 

2 

Barley,  pearl 

1'  parcel 

0  0  10 

3 

Cocoa 

3  tins 

o  o  o  02 

4 

Curry  powder  . . 

4  tins 

0  0  0  2 

5 

Egg  substitute  . . 

1  tin 

0  0  0  01 

6 

Fish,  canned  (assorted) 

1,846  tins 

0  5  3  4 

7 

Fish,  canned  sardines  (assorted) 

854  tins 

0  2  1  22 

8 

Fish,  canned  salmon  . . 

3  tins 

0  0  0  3 

9 

Fish,  canned  (assorted) 

164  tins 

0  1  1  12 

10 

Fruit,  canned  (assorted) 

49  tins 

0  0  '3  18 

11 

Fruit,  dried  (assorted). . 

Food,  infants’  . . 

15  parcels 

0  1  o  14 

12 

145  tins 

00  1  16| 

13 

Jams,  assorted 

68  tins 

0  1  0  24 

14 

Jelly  crystals 

29  parcels 

0  0  0  71 

15 

Macaroni 

4  parcels 

0  0  0  4 

16 

Meat 

6  tins 

0  0  0  8 

17 

Milk,  condensed 

96  tins 

0  0  3  16 

18. 

Oats 

21  parcels 

0  0  2  0 

19 

Tea 

5  parcels 

0  4  14 

20 

Vegetables 

41  parcels 

3  15  0  0 

21 

Vegetables,  canned  . . 

1  tin 

0  0  0  1 

...  -  - -  v.  .  j-./yr  ; 

Total  Weight 

4  14  1  151 

Townsville  District  Prosecutions. 

In  the  district  under  :his  supervision,  Inspec¬ 
tor  Cato  has  instituted  proceedings  against 
forty-three  persons  and  firms  for  offences  against 
Part  VI.  of  the  Health  Acts  and  for  breaches  of 
the  Food  and  Drug  Regulations. 

In  forty-one  of  these  cases  convictions  were 
recorded  and  fines  obtained.  In  one  case  (adul¬ 
terated  milk)  a  conviction  was  recorded,  but  no 
fine  inflicted. 

In  one  instance  the  case  was  dismissed,  and 
in  another  the  case  was  withdrawn  because  of 
defendant’s  departure  for  China. 

The  total  penalties  imposed  amount  to — 
fines  £126  16s.  6d.  and  costs  £61  5s.  2d. 

The  average  penalty  (all  cases)  was — fine 
£3  3s.  4d.  and  costs  £1  10s.  7d.  per  case. 

For  milk  adulteration  offences,  the  average 
fine  imposed  was  £5  11s.  6d.  and  costs  £2  9s.  3d. 

The  highest  fine  inflicted  was  £20,  and  the 
lowest  2s.  6d.  Three  penalties  of  £10  are  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  list. 

The  most  remarkable  feature  of  the  North¬ 
ern  milk  prosecutions  is,  however,  the  miserably 
inadequate  fines  inflicted  at  Charters  Towers, 
wdiere  four  milk  vendors,  charged  with  selling 


‘  ‘  milk  ’  ’  adulterated  with  added  water  in  propor¬ 
tions  ranging  from  19  per  cent,  to  43-7  per  cent., 
were  let  off  with  fines  of  2s.  6d.  in  three  instances 
and  5s.  in  the  fourth  case. 

Six  prosecutions  for  the  sale  of  adulterated 
spirits  were  successfully  conducted  in  the  North¬ 
ern  Area  during  the  year.  The  average  fine 
inflicted  was  £1  16s.  8d.  and  costs  £2  4s.  lOd. 
per  case. 

Six  bakers  were  proceeded  against  for  the 
offence  of  selling  lightweight  bread,  and  a  con¬ 
viction  obtained  in  each  instance.  The  average 
fine  imposed  works  out  at  £3  17s.  2d.  and  costs 
£1  Is.  lid.  per  case. 

A  prosecution  against  the  vendor  of  an 
adulterated  lemon  squash  resulted  in  a  convic¬ 
tion,  a  penalty  of  £1  fine  and  £2  7s.  4d.  costs 
being  obtained. 

Fifteen  persons  in  the  Northern  Area,  who 
were  proceeded  against  for  breaches  of  the  Food 
and  Drug  Regulations,  were  mulcted  in  penalties 
totalling  £22  Os.  lOd. 

The  average  fine  inflicted  for  this  class  of 
offence  works  out  at  £1  and  costs  9s.  3d.  per  case. 

Five  pounds  was  the  highest  and  Is.  the 
lowest  fine  imposed  for  a  breach  of  the  Food 
and  Drug  Regulation  16  in  the  Northern  Area. 


Prosecutions  for  Adulteration  of  Alcoholic  Liquors,  from  1st  July,  1915,  to  30th  June,  1916. 


No. 

Date. 

Place. 

Class  of  Liquor. 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

£  s.  d. 

£  8.  d. 

• 

1915. 

1 

1 8  September 

Richmond 

Whisky 

Added  water,  12  3  per  cent. 

2  0  0 

4  17  11 

2 

18  September 

Richmond 

Rum 

Added  water,  354  per  cent. 

2  0  0 

4  17  11 

1916. 

3 

2  June 

Ayr 

Whisky 

Added  water  . . 

1  0  0 

1  4  6 

4 

7  June 

Mackay 

Whisky 

Added  water  . . 

3  0  0 

1  4  6 

5 

7  June 

Mackay 

Keg  of  whisky 

Forfeited  to  the  Crown 

6 

7  June 

Mirani 

Whisky 

Added  water  . . 

3  0  0 

14  6 

Totals 

£11  0  0 

£13  9  4 
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Miscellaneous  Prosecution's,  from  1st  July,  1915,  to  30th  June,  1916. 


No. 

Date. 

Place. 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 

Pines. 

Costs. 

1 

1915. 

1 9  August  . . 

Charters  Towers 

Bread,  short  weight 

£  s.  d. 

0  2  6 

£  s.  d. 

1  14  6 

2 

19  August  .  . 

Charters  Towers 

Bread,  short  weight 

0  2  6 

1  14  6 

3 

2  November 

Townsville  . . 

Adulterated  lemon  squash 

10  0 

2  7  4 

4 

1916. 

31  May 

Bowen 

Bread,  short  weight 

4  18  0 

0  3  6 

5 

9  June 

Sarina 

Bread,  short  weight 

3  0  0 

0  3  6 

6 

16  June 

Charters  Towers  . . 

Bread,  short  weight 

10  0  0 

0  3  6 

7 

1 6  June 

Charters  Towers  .  . 

Bread,  short  weight 

5  0  0 

2  12  4 

Totals 

£24  3  0 

£8  19  2 

Prosecutions  for  Breaches  of  Section  107  of  “The  Health  Acts,  1900-1911,”  from  1st  July,  1915, 


to  30th  June,  1916. 


No. 

Date. 

Place. 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

1 

1915. 

19  October  . . 

Townsville  . . 

Obstruction 

£  s.  d. 

10  0  0 

£  s. 

2  5 

d. 

6 

Prosecutions  for  Milk  Adulteration,  from  1st  July,  1915,  to  30th  June,  1916. 


No. 

Date. 

Place. 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 

Pine. 

Costs. 

1 

1915. 

19  August  .  . 

Charters  Towers 

Added  Water,  43-7  per  cent. 

£  s.  d. 

0  2  6 

£  s.  d. 

1  14  6 

2 

19  August  . . 

Charters  Towers  .  . 

Added  water,  24-5  per  cent. 

0  2  6 

114  6 

3 

1 9  August  . . 

Charters  Towers 

Added  water,  3T8  per  cent. 

0  5  0 

114  6 

4 

19  August  . . 

Charters  Towers 

Added  water,  19-0  per  cent. 

0  2  6 

114  6 

5 

23  August  . . 

Hughenden 

Added  w'ater,  63-6  per  cent. 

10  0  0 

3  6  6 

6 

23  August  .  . 

Hughenden .  . 

Added  water,  24-5  per  cent. 

4  0  0 

3  6  6 

7 

23  August  . . 

Hughenden 

Add.ed  water,  17-6  per  cent. 

4  0  0 

3  6  6 

8 

23  August  . . 

Hughenden . . 

Added  water,  38-2  per  cent. 

3  0  0 

3  6  6 

9 

19  October  .  . 

Townsville  ... 

Added  water,  20-0  per  cent. 

10  0  0 

2  5  6 

10 

19  October  .  . 

Townsville  .  . 

Added  water,  27-0  per  cent. 

5  0  0 

2  5  6 

11 

19  October  .  . 

Townsville  . . 

Added  water,  29-0  per  cent. 

Convicted 

14  6 

12 

13 

20  October  . . 

22  October  . . 

Townsville  . . 
Townsville  . . 

Added  water,  32-7  per  cent. 

Added  water,  46  per  cent. 

but  not 
fined 

Dismissed. 

10  0  0 

2  7  4 

14 

1916. 

16  June 

Charters  Towers  .  . 

Added  water,  37  per  cent. 

20  0  0 

14  6 

• 

Totals 

£66  12  6 

£29  11  4 

Prosecutions  for  Breaches  of  Food  and  Drug  Regulations,  from  1st  July,  1915,  to  30th  June,  1916. 


I 

No. 

Date. 

Place . 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 

Pines. 

Costs. 

1915. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1 

19  August  .  . 

Charters  Towers  . . 

Breach  Regulations  18  (9) 

0 

2 

6 

1 

14 

6 

2 

1 9  August  . . 

Charters  Towers 

Breach  Regulations  18  (9) 

0 

2 

6 

1 

14 

6 

1916. 

3 

2  June 

Ayr 

Breach  Regulations  1.6  (6) 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

4 

7  June 

Mackay 

Breach  Regulations  16  (3) 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

5 

7  June 

Mackay 

Breach  Regulations  16(6) 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

6 

16  June 

Charters  Towers 

Breach  Regulations  18  (9) 

0 

10 

0 

0 

3 

6 

7 

16  June 

Charters  Towers  .  . 

Breach  Regulations  18  (3) 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

6 

8 

16  June 

Charters  Towers 

Breach  Regulations  16(6) 

0 

10 

0 

0 

3 

6 

9 

16  June 

Charters  Towers  . . 

Breach  Regulations  16  (6) 

0 

10 

0 

0 

3 

6 

10 

16  June 

Charters  Towers 

Breach  Regulations  16(7) 

0 

5 

0 

0 

3 

6 

11 

16  June 

Charters  Towers  .  . 

Breach  Regulations  16(7) 

0 

5 

0 

0 

3 

6 

12 

16  June 

Charters  Towers  .  . 

Breach  Regulations  18  (4) 

0 

5 

0 

2 

12 

4 

13 

23  June 

Townsville  . . 

Breach  Regulations  16(6) 

0 

5 

0 

0 

3 

6 

14 

23  June 

Townsville  .  . 

Breach  Regulations  16  (6) 

0 

5 

0 

0 

3 

6 

15 

23  June 

Townsville  . . 

Breach  Regulations  16  (6) 

Case 

witnarawn. 

.  •  . 

Totals 

£15 

i 

0 

£7 

19 

10 

CAIRNS. 


Operating  from  the  Cairns  Centre,  Inspector 
Wright  has  energetically  applied  himself  to  the 
supervision  of  food  supplies  in  the  far  North 
during  the  entire  year. 


In  the  twelve  months,  618  premises  handling 
stocks  of  food  and  drugs  were  visited  and  in¬ 
spected  by  this  officer,  who  in  126  instances 
-  served  notices  requiring  improvements  in  the 
condition  of  establishments  utilised  for  the 
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storage  and  preparation  of  foods  for  sale  for 
human  consumption. 

As  a  result  of  Inspector  Wright’s  efforts,  7 
tons  3  cwt.  of  deteriorated  foodstuffs  were  re¬ 
jected  as  unfit,  and  satisfactorily  disposed  of. 

Although  these  figures  appear  high  at  first 
sight,  they  will  bear  favourable  comparison  with 


those  for  the  first  six  months  after  the  opening 
of  the  Cairns  Office,  during  which  period  over 
10  tons’  weight  of  unsound  foodstuffs  were 
destroyed. 

The  following  is  a  detailed  list  of  the  articles 
dealt  with  during  the  period  under  review: — 


Foodstuffs  Condemned  and  Destroyed  as  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption,  from  1st  July,  1915, 

to  30th  June,  1916. 


No. 

Article . 

t 

Quantity. 

Weight. 

Tons 

cwt. 

<ir. 

lb. 

1 

Almonds 

1  parcel 

0 

0 

0 

9 

2 

Cordials 

4  parcels 

0 

2 

2 

13 

3 

Cheese 

68  jars 

0 

0 

1 

6 

4 

Chestnuts 

1  parcel 

0 

0 

2 

0 

5 

Currants 

9  cases 

0 

4 

3 

22 

6 

Dates 

222  parcels 

0 

1 

3 

20 

7 

Flour 

2  parcels 

0 

0 

1 

9 

8 

Fruit,  dried  (assorted). . 

50  parcels 

0 

2 

3 

2 

9 

Fish,  canned  (assorted) 

700  tins 

0 

5 

3 

0 

10 

Fruit,  canned  (assorted) 

304  tins 

0 

2 

3 

4 

11 

Fish,  Ling 

1  parcel 

0 

0 

0 

13 

12 

Fruit,  fresh 

146  cases 

3 

6 

2 

0 

13 

Jams,  assorted 

193  tins 

0 

1 

2 

25 

14 

Macaroni 

105  packets 

0 

0 

3 

21 

15 

Nutmegs 

1  parcel  ' 

0 

0 

0 

1 

16 

Milk,  condensed 

82  tins 

0 

0 

2 

26 

17 

Meat,  tinned 

20  tins 

0 

0 

0 

20 

18 

Pork,  salted 

1  parcel 

0 

1 

2 

2 

19 

Pickles 

14  bottles 

0 

0 

0 

14 

20 

Potatoes 

38  bags 

2 

1 

1 

0 

21 

Raisins 

5  cases 

0 

2 

3 

27 

22 

Rice 

2  parcels 

0 

1 

0 

15 

23 

Rabbit,  tinned 

88  tins 

0 

0 

3 

4 

24 

Sauce  . .  < • 

37  bottles 

0 

0 

1 

9 

25 

Vermicelli 

50  packets 

0 

0 

1 

22 

26 

Fruit,  dried  (assorted). . 

•  • 

24  parcels 

0 

1 

3 

27 

Total  Weight 

7 

2 

3 

9 

Cairns  Country  Tours. 


Outside  of  the  town  of  Cairns  itself,  food  inspection  duties  liaw3  been  performed  by 
Inspector  Wright  at  the  undermentioned  places  in  the  Cairns  Area : — 


Date. 


1915. 

2  July 
2  July 
4  August 
21  September 
29  September 

29  September 

30  September 
5-6  October 

7-11  October 
11-13  October 
14-15  December  . . 


Place. 


. .  Woree 
. .  Edmonton 
. .  Red  Lynch 
. .  Gordonvale 
.  .*  Atherton 
. .  Tolga 
. .  Atherton 
. .  Cooktown 
. .  Mossman 
. .  Port  Douglas 
. .  Atherton 


Purpose  of  Inspection. 


Hotel  inspection 

Hotel  inspection 

Food  and  sanitary 

Hotel  inspection 

Ptomaine  poisoning  inquiry 

Food  inspection 

Food  inspection 

Food  and  general 

Food  and  general 

Food  and  general 

Food  inspection 


1916. 
3-10  January 
10  January 
11-13  January 

19- 20  January 
4-5  April 
6-9  April 

10-12  April 

13  April 

14  April 
15-19  April 

20- 22  April 
24-25  May 

26  May 
26-28  May 
29  May 
29  May 


Malanda 

Peeramon 

Yungaburra  . 

Cooktown 

Mungana 

Chillagoe 

Mount  Molloy 

Almaden 

Einasleigh 

Irvinebank 

Stannary  Hills 

Cardwell 

Mourilyan 

Ingham 

Halifax 

Lucinda  Point 


. .  Food  and  sanitary  survey 
. .  Food  and  sanitary  survey 
. .  Food  and  sanitary  si  rvey 
. .  Food  inspection 
. .  Food  and  sanitary  survey 
. .  Food  and  sanitary  survey 
. .  Food  and  sanitary  survey 
. .  Food  and  sanitary  survey 
. .  Food  and  sanitary  survey 
. .  Food  and  sanitary  survey 
. .  Food  and  sanitary  survey 
. .  Food  and  sanitary  survey 
. .  Hotel  inspection 
. .  Food  and  sanitary  survey 
. .  Food  and  sanitary  survey 
. .  Food  and  general  inspection 


Bread  weighing  and  liquor  testing  were  performed  in  each  town,  and  milk  sampling  whenever  possible. 


D 
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Prosecutions — Cairns  District. 

During  the  fiscal  year  twelve  prosecutions  have  been  successfully  conducted  by  Inspector  Wright 
in  the  Cairns  Area  against  individuals  and  firms  contravening  the  provisions  of  Part  VI.  of  the  Health 
Acts  and  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Regulations. 

The  total  penalties  inflicted  amount  to  £52  8s.,  made  up  of,  fines  £28  and  costs  £24  8s. 

The  average  fine  per  case  (all  cases)  amounts  to  £2  6s.  8d.  and  costs  £2  Os.  8d. 

One  milk  prosecution— against  a  Cooktown  vendor— was  responsible  for  the  infliction  of  a  fine  of 
£5,  with  costs  £2  5s.  6d. 

Four  liquor  prosecutions  brought  in  £12  in  fines,  and  costs  of  £12  10s.  Average  fine,  £3,  and 
costs  £3  2s.  6d.,  per  case.  ♦ 

One  adulterated  meat  case  brought  in  a  fine  of  £5,  with  costs  £2  5s.  6d. 

Six  prosecutions  against  persons  guilty  of  breaches  of  Food  and  Drug  Regulation  16  resulted  in 
a  fine  of  £1,  with  costs  £1  4s.  6d.,  being  imposed  in  each  instance. 

Detailed  lists  of  particulars  follows  : — • 

Prosecution  for  Milk  Adulteration,  from  1st  July,  1915,  to  30th  June,  191G. 


No. 

Date. 

Place. 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

1 

1916. 

19  January  . . 

Cooktown  . . 

Added  water,  9  per  cent. 

£  8.  d. 

5  0  0 

£  s.  d. 

2  5  6 

Prosecutions  for  Adulteration  of  Alcoholic  Liquors,  from  1st  July,  1915,  to  30th  June,  1916. 


No. 

Date. 

Place. 

Class  of  Liquor. 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

1 

4 

1915. 

1 3  July 

30  July 

1916. 

19  January 

19  January 

Double  Island 
Gordon  vale 

Cooktown 

Cooktown 

Whisky 

Brandy 

Brandy 

Whisky 

Added  water  . . 

Added  water 

Added  water 

Added  water 

Totals 

£  s.  d. 

5  0  0 

5  0  0 

1  0  0 

1  0  0 

£  s.  d. 

3  6  6 

3  6  6 

2  18  6 

2  18  6 

£12  0  0 

£12  10  0 

Miscellaneous  Prosecutions,  from  1st  July,  1915,  to  30th  June,  1916. 

4  


No. 

Date. 

Place. 

Basis  of  Prosecution. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

1915. 

£ 

8^- 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1 

15  December 

Atherton 

Adulterated  meat  .  . 

5 

0 

0 

2 

5 

G 

2 

15  December 

Atherton 

Breach  of  Regulation  16  (1) 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

3 

15  December 

Atherton 

Breach  of  Regulation  16(1) 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

4 

15  December 

Atherton 

Breach  of  Regulation  16(5) 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

5 

15  December 

Atherton 

Breach  of  Regulation  16(5) 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

6 

15  December 

Atherton 

Breach  of  Regulation  16(3) 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

7 

15  December 

Atherton 

Breach  of  Regulation  16(7) 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

6 

Totals 

£11 

0 

0 

£9 

12 

6 

INSPECTION  OF  WHOLESALE 
WAREHOUSES. 

As  in  previous  years  since  the  Food  and 
Drug  Regulations  came  into  operation,  in  the 
exercise  of  efficient  control  over  food  supplies 
generally  the  officers  of  the  Food  Division  have 
kept  in  close  touch  with  merchants  handling 
imported  and  other  goods,  and  have  paid  par¬ 
ticular  attention  to  those  lines  which,  from 
experience,  they  know  to  most  frequently  require 
observation  in  the  hands  of  retail  traders. 

It  obviously  is  more  important  to  deal  with 
such  goods  in  bulk  at  the  warehouses  in  the  main 
distributing  centres  than  to  follow  up  small 
parcels  in  retail  stores  throughout  the  entire 
State. 

Of  course,  the  surveillance  over  warehouses 
does  not  mean  that  retailers  require  no  attention, 
for,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  we  find  that  foods  de¬ 


livered  to  them  by  merchants  in  the  best  of  con¬ 
dition  afterwards  become  deteriorated  in  a 
variety  of  ways,  and  it  is  essential,  if  such  lines 
are  to  be  prevented  from  going  into  consump¬ 
tion,  that  frequent  visits  of  inspection  shall  be 
made  to  retail  storekeepers’  premises  also. 

The  main  supervision,  however,  has  of 
necessity  centred  around  the  wholesalers’  prem¬ 
ises  in  the  principal  cities,  and  concerning  these 
establishments  it  is  gratifying  to  note  from  our 
inspectors’  reports  and  the  results  of  the  year’s 
work  that  Amst  improvements  in  the  manufac¬ 
turing,  storing,  and  offering  of  foodstuffs  for 
sale  is  evident. 

In  reviewing  his  operations  for  the  year, 
Senior  Inspector  Beaver,  the  officer  who  has 
supervised  warehouses  in  the  Brisbane  Metro¬ 
politan  Area,  speaks  highly  of  the  condition  in 
which  such  businesses  have  been  maintained  in 


Hotel  Inspection. — Unprotected  kitchen  "windows  opening  on  to  yard — in  close  proximity  to  open  eaith-closets, 
urinal,  and  refuse-bins.  Windows  and  doors  ordered  to  be  pro  tected  by  means  of  fly-proof  wire-gauze  screens. 


Hotel  Inspection. — Rear  portion  of  premises  which  adjoins  closets  and  urinal  safeguarded  by  means  of  outer 
wire-gauze  screening  and  self-closing  wire  doors.  Kitchen,  pantry,  and  offices  entirely  protected  by  this  means. 
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his  particular  section,  and  records  the  continu¬ 
ance  during  this  period  of  those  harmonious  rela¬ 
tions  between  the  officers  of  the  Department  and 
merchants  and  traders  generally  which  have 
existed  in  previous  years. 

Senior  Inspector  Beaver  expresses  the 
opinion  that  improvements  which  have  occurred 
are  largely  due  to  the  good  understanding  which 
exists  between  business  folks  and  the  food  inspec¬ 
tors,  as  advice  has  frequently  been  applied  for 
by  the  former  and  freely  furnished  by  the  latter. 

A  suggestion  made  respecting  structural 
improvements  is  promptly  acted  upon,  and  advice 
tendered  in  connection  with  the  packing  and 
handling  of  foods  speedily  becomes  a  rule  of  the 
establishments. 

The  statement,  therefore,  in  the  Commis¬ 
sioner’s  Annual  Report  for  1914  (folio  9),  to  the 
effect,  that  “the  food  inspector  is  now  regarded 
by  traders  in  the  light  of  a  business  friend  who 
will  willingly  post  them  up  with  information  and 
give  any  advice  that  may  be  desired,  ’  ’  has  become 
an  established  fact. 

Senior  Inspector  Beaver  quotes  one  instance 
of  an  occasion  when  he  was  operating  in  a  coun¬ 
try  town  where  he  was  waited  upon  by  a  certain 
food  manufacturer  who  was  greatly  concerned  at 
the  prospect  of  the  inspector’s  reported  depar¬ 
ture  from  the  town  without  having  visited  his 
premises. 

To  use  the  man’s  own  words,  “We  so  seldom 
receive  a  visit  from  a  food  inspector  that, 
although  we  endeavour  to  comply  with  the  Acts, 
we  do  not  get  the  advice  and  information  which 
is  so  readily  accessible  to  our  city  brothers.” 

From  Central  and  North  Queensland  the 
same  note  is  sounded,  and  there  appears  to  be 
a  distinct  upward  trend  in  the  same  connection 
from  these  quarters  as  well. 

The  decline  in  the  records  of  food  products 
condemned  as  unsound  during  the  fiscal  year 
supports  these  contentions. 

_  p''"'1'"  i.  •"  11 

Hotels. 

Licensed  victuallers’  premises  in  the 
Southern,  Central,  and  Northern  portions  of  the 
State  have  received  careful  attention  by  the 
Department’s  officers  during  the  entire  year. 

At  Rockhampton,  Townsville,  and  Cairns 
the  work  has  been  handled  by  the  inspectors 
stationed  at  these  centres  in  conjunction  with 
their  routine  duties  under  the  Health  Acts,  while 
in  the  Southern  country  districts  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  food  inspectors  have  attended  to  such 
premises  together  wdth  other  businesses  in  which 
the  handling  of  foods  is  concerned. 

In  the  Brisbane  Metropolitan  Area  liquor 
inspection  duties  have  been  attended  to  by  an 
officer  employed  solely  on  the  work,  and  Inspec¬ 
tor  Plumb,  the  officer  who  has  been  entrusted 
with  the  supervision  of  the  liquor  traffic  in  this 
section  of  the  State,  has  given  the  work  his 
undivided  attention. 

During  the  fiscal  year  868  visits  of  inspec¬ 
tion  have  been  paid  to  hotels  in  the  Brisbane 
Metropolitan  Area,  362  to  hotels  in  country 
towns  in  the  Southern  Districts,  175  to  hotels  in 
the  Central  Queensland  Area,  and  233  to  hotels 
in  North  Queensland. 

Ther  officers  concerned  have  tested  spirits  at 
the  hotels  visited,  scrutinised  labelling  condi¬ 


tions,  examined  beer-drawing  apparatus,  in¬ 
quired  into  sources  of  water  supplies,  inspected 
kitchen  arrangements  and  facilities  provided 
for  the  storage  of  foods  intended  for  the  use  of 
guests. 

On  the  whole,  considerable-  improvement 
has  been  observed  both  in  the  quality  of  the 
spirits  vended  and  in  the  precautions  taken  to 
protect  foods  from  contamination. 

Upon  reinspection  very  few  indeed  of  the 
licensed  victuallers  who  had  been  previously 
instructed  to  discontinue  the  use  of  pipes  made 
wholly  or  in  part  of  lead  for  drawing  beer  were 
found  who  had  not  entirely  replaced  such  con¬ 
duits  with  pipes  made  of  block  tin  or  brewer’s 
hose  of  approved  material. 

What  defects  were  found  to  exist  in  this 
direction  consisted  for  the  most  part  of  small 
sections  of  lead  pipes  left  in  the  top  junction  by 
plumbers  who  thought  the  small  piece  “did 
not  matter.”  Upon  representations  being  made 
to  the  responsible  parties,  such  defects  were 
invariably  immediately  corrected. 

Hotel  kitchens  are  in  much  better  condition 
now  than  formerly,  and  in  many  premises  window 
and  door  openings  have  been  effectively  screened 
against  flies  by  means  of  wire  gauze  of  approved 
material. 

In  the  Brisbane  and  South  Brisbane  City 
Areas  the  protection  of  kitchens  by  this  means 
has  advanced  considerably  during  the  period 
under  review. 

Inspector  Plumb  has  paid  particular  atten¬ 
tion  to  this  feature  of  hotel  hygiene  as  well  as 
to  the  provision  by  licenses  of  adequate  glass- 
washing  facilities  in  all  hotel  bars. 

Hotels  manufacturing  their  own  aerated 
beverages  have  been  subjected  to  the  conditions 
imposed  upon  aerated  water  and  cordial  makers 
generally,  and  have  been  required  to  provide 
suitable  premises,  approved  Alters,  and  means 
for  washing  and  rinsing  bottles,  &c. 

A  number  of  hotel-keepers  recently  have 
adopted  various  designs  of  “bar  dispensers” 
of  aerated  beverages,  and  these,  where  observed, 
have  been  found  to  be  conducted  in  a  sanitary 
manner  and  to  be  using  syrups  of  good  quality. 

Upon  occasions  evidence  of  the  refilling  of 
proprietary  spirits  bottles  with  other  contents 
has  been  observed  by  the  Department’s  officers, 
but  a  strong  caution  usually  has  had  the  desired 
effect.  Offences  of  this  description  are  difficult 
to  “sheet  home”  to  the  responsible  party,  and 
with  the  increase  in  the  price  of  spirits  the 
temptation  to  sophisticate  is  considerable. 

Bacteriological  Examinations. 

In  addition  to  the  samples  submitted  to  the 
Government  Chemical  Laboratory  for  analysis, 
78  specimens  of  various  foods  have  been  for¬ 
warded  by  the  officers  of  the  Food  Division  to 
the  Director  of  the  Bacteriological  Institute  for 
examination  and  report. 

These  specimens  have  consisted  principally 
of  milk  and  cream,  ice-cream  and  ices,  fish,  meat, 
and  specimens  of  different  kinds  procured  for 
investigation  connected  with  alleged  ptomaine 
poisoning  cases,  &c. 

The  information  obtained  by  this  means  has 
been  of  extreme  value,  particularly  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  ice-cream  and  ices,  in  the  manufacture 
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of  which  I  propose  to  show  at  a  later  stage  how 
defective  conditions  were  remedied  by  the  know¬ 
ledge  supplied  by  the  bacteriologists’  certificates. 

Besides  the  work  of  food  examination,  the 
Director  of  the  Bacteriological  Institute  has 
conducted  tests  of  filters  and  filtering  apparatus 
which  have  been  submitted  by  manufacturers 
and  their  representatives  to  the  Department  for 
approval. 

The  law  requires  that  only  those  filters  wjiich 
have  been  approved  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Health  shall  be  employed  in  the  treatment  of 
v/ater  used  in  the  manufacture  or  preparation 
for  sale  of  aerated  beverages  and  cordials,  and 
only  those  appliances  which  have  passed  the 
prescribed  tests  at  the  hands  of  the  Director 
cf  the  Bacteriological  Institute  are  accepted  by 
the  Department. 

Ice-cream  and  Ices  Factories. 

During  the  summer  season  of  the  year  under 
review,  the  Department’s  inspectors  at  their 
respective  centres,  and  officers  on  tour,  have 
endeavoured  to  secure  compliance  with  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  those  clauses  of  the  Food  and  Drug 
Regulations  providing  for  the  cleanliness  and 
freedom  from  contamination  of  ice-cream  and 
ices. 

In  country  towns  whilst  on  tour,  owing  to 
shortness  of  time  at  their  disposal  and  the 
amount  of  other  food  work  to  be  got  through, 
it  has  not  been  possible  for  inspectors  to  pay 
more  than  casual  attention  to  the  subject,  and 
beyond  insisting  upon  the  provision  of  a  suit¬ 
able  room  in  which  to  manufacture  the  dainty, 
and  of  proper  utensils  and  apparatus,  they  have 
not  been  in  a  position  to  proceed  further  and 
enter  into  the  actual  details  of  the  various  pro¬ 
cesses  involved  in  the  preparation  of  these 
readily  contaminable  articles  of  food. 

Moreover,  in  the  absence  of  laboratory 
facilities  it  would  not  have  been  possible  for 
officers  operating  in  country  districts  to  have 
forwarded  specimens  to  Brisbane  so  as  to  arrive 
in  a  condition  fit  for  handling  by  the  bac¬ 
teriologist. 

In  the  Brisbane  Metropolitan  Area,  how¬ 
ever,  the  food  inspectors  have  been  in  a  position 
to  devote  some  little  time  to  the  subject,  and  as 
a  result  considerable  improvement  has  been 
effected  in  the  quality  of  such  foods. 

During  the  season  55  specimens  of  ice-cream 
and  ices  were  submitted  to  the  Director  of  the 
Bacteriological  Institute. 

Dr.  Harris’s  reports  upon  the  first  30 
specimens  (assorted  ice-cream  and  ices)  disclosed 
that  of  the  total  number  seven  samples  only  were 
within  the  limits  of  the  bacterial  standard  pre¬ 
scribed  in  the  Food  and  Drug  Regulations, 
viz.: — “Not  more  than  50,000  micro-organisms 
to  the  cubic  centimetre”  for  ice-cream  and  ices. 

The  following  are  the  bacterial  counts  of 


the  seven: 
ments : — •" 

specimens  that 

satisfied 

require- 

No.  1— 

Ices 

3,000  micro-organisms  per  c.c. 

2— 

33,000 

99 

99 

3— 

2,000 

99 

99 

4— 

1,000 

99 

99 

5— 

6,000 

99 

99 

6— 

,, 

30,000 

99 

99 

7— 

Ice-cream 

1,000 

99 

99 

In  connection  with  these  figures  it  is  worthy 
of  note  that  6  of  the  7  samples  were  ices  and  only 
1  an  ice-cream. 

Ices,  in  the  ordinary  course,  being  manufac¬ 
tured  from  sterile — or  almost  sterile — materials 
should,  if  proper  precautions  are  observed  dur¬ 
ing  their  preparation,  furnish  a  low  bacterial 
count,  while  ice-cream,  on  the  other  hand,  is  not  so 
likely  to  return  a  low  count,  owing  to  the  original 
bacterial  content  of  the  cream  used  often  being 
high,  and  thus  upsetting  the  calculations  of  even 
the  most  careful  and  conscientious  maker. 

In  the  case  of  No.  7  specimen  above  recorded 
the  manufacturers  of  same  were  given  notices  of 
the  Department’s  intention  to  obtain  a  specimen 
of  their  ice-cream  for  examination,  as  a  result 
of  which  notification  extraordinary  precautions 
were  observed  by  them  upon  this  occasion  in  the 
preparation  of  the  product. 

Apparatus  and  utensils  were  sterilised  in 
boiling  water  previous  to  use,  and  the  custard 
when  mixed  was  pasteurised  at  a  temperature  of 
185  degrees  F.  for  twenty  minutes,  and  whilst 
hot  was  transferred  direct  to  the  freezer. 

Dr.  Harris’s  certificate  upon  a  specimen 
removed  from  this  mixing  disclosed  a  bacterial 
count  of  less  than  1,000  per  e.c.  after  incubation 
at  37  degrees  C.  for  twenty-four  and  forty-eight 
hours  respectively,  a  result  which  is  very  gratify¬ 
ing,  particularly  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that 
the  manager  of  the  firm  concerned  had  previously 
ridiculed  the  idea  of  it  being  possible  under  any 
circumstances  to  produce  an  article  that  would 
yield  a  count  so  low  as  50,000  micro-organisms 
per  e.c. 

The  remaining  twenty-three  specimens  re¬ 
ported  upon  at  this  stage  all  furnished  returns 
above  the  maximum  prescribed  limit,  the  figures 
ranging  from  134,000  per  c.c.  to  9,450,000  per  c.c. 

Results  of  excessive  counts  were  communi¬ 
cated  to  manufacturers,  the  inspector  at  the  same 
time  informing  them  of  their  position  and 
requesting  improvement. 

Upon  subsequent  visits  being  paid  to  their 
establishments,  specimens  were  obtained  from  a 
number  of  these  makers,  which,  upon  examina¬ 
tion,  showed  a  marked  reduction  in  bacterial 
content  as  the  result  of  the  extra  precautions 
observed  and  advice  followed. 

A  case  worthy  of  special  mention  is  that  of 
one  manufacturer  from  whose  factory  the  first 
sample  obtained  furnished  a  bacterial  count  of 
200,000  per  c.c. 

Upon  representations  being  made,  the  man¬ 
agement  immediately  discontinued  the  use  of  the 
place  originally  used  for  the  purpose,  and  pro¬ 
vided  a  new  ice-cream  room,  equipped  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  manner. 

A  specimen  of  ice-cream  prepared  under 
these  improved  conditions  furnished  a  count  of 
under  1,000  micro-organisms  per  c.c.  at  twenty- 
four  and  forty-eight  hours  respectively. 

Certain  makers  whose  counts  were  high  upon 
the  first  occasion  of  sampling  made  serious 
attempts  to  effect  improvement,  whilst  others 
again  were  not  disposed  to  treat  the  matter  seri¬ 
ously.  The  former  had  the  pleasure  of  obtaining 
vastly  improved  figures,  whilst  the  latter  either 
went  up  or  remained  at  or  about  the*  original 
high  mark. 


Traced  to  its  Lair. — The  home  of  an  ice-cream  barrow  which  was  run  in  connection  with  factory, 

a  photo,  of  which  appears  below. 


Entrance  to  an  underground  ice-cream  factory  which  was  condemned  by  the  Department  on  account  ot  its 
insanitary  position  and  surroundings.  An  excessive  bacterial  count  was  obtained  from 

ice-cream  made  at  this  establishment. 


Bacteria /  counts  ice-cream  tf  ices 
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A  few  well-directed  prosecutions  of  certain 
makers  who  were  discovered  handling  ice-cream 
and  ices  in  such  a  manner  as  to  expose  same  to 
contamination  had  the  effect  of  making  these 
individuals  realise  that  the  Department  was  in 
earnest,  and  was  the  means  of  inducing  certain 
operators  to  exercise  care  in  the  matter  of 
hygiene  of  person  and  premises. 

The  keepers  of  two  factories  which  were  so 
unfortunately  located  as  to  render  the  issue  of  a 
sanitary  ice-cream  therefrom  impossible,  were 
required  to  vacate  the  premises,  and  a  number 
of  other  makers  were  compelled  either  to  put 
their  factories  in  order  or  discontinue  the  busi¬ 
ness. 

One  manufacturer  who  was  utilising  a  cellar 
basement  was  induced  to  transfer  his  plant  to 
a  well-lighted  and  airy  situation  above  ground. 
A  considerable  number  of  persons  who  proposed 
entering  afresh  into  the  trade  submitted  premises 
for  the  approval  of  the  Department  before  mak¬ 
ing  a  start,  and  the  majority  of  these  were  re¬ 
fused  because  the  premises  failed  to  satisfy 
requirements. 

No  sensational  use  was  made  of  bacterial 
results  obtained,  and  the  information  secured  by 
this  means  was  utilised  solely  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  about  improved  conditions  in  methods 
followed  and  places  used  in  connection  with  the 
ice-cream  industry. 

The  attached  chart  facing  next  page  will 
show  how  attention  to  essential  details  in  many 
instances  was  followed  by  immediate  good  results, 
and  it  is  only  fair  to  add  that  the  parties 
concerned  appear  to  appreciate  that  it  is  quite 
possible  to  produce  ices  having  a  low  bacterial 
count  if  only  they  adopt  the  necessary  pre¬ 
cautions  and  are  determined  to  continue  their 
efforts  in  such  direction. 

Manufacturers  generally  evince  interest  in 
the  bacteriological  findings,  and  it  is  anticipated 
in  the  coming  season  that  the  work  will  be  con¬ 
tinued  with  equally  satisfactory  results. 

Ten  out  of  twelve  samples  of  ice-cream  and 
ices  analysed  by  the  Government  Analyst  were 
reported  up  to  standard,  and  two  samples  failed 
because  of  the  presence  therein  of  starch.  The 
butter  fat  values  of  all  ice-creams  examined  were 
high,  and  chemical  analysis  showed  the  various 
materials  used  in  the  manufacture  of  both  ice¬ 
cream  and  ices  to  be  of  good  quality. 

Bakehouses. 

Bakehouses  in  both  town  and  country  areas 
have  received  their  fair  share  of  attention  by 
the  Department’s  officers  during  the  year,  and 
concerning  them  there  is  very  little  fresh  to 
report.  At  a  number  of  such  places  alterations 
and  improvements  of  a  minor  character  have 
been  effected,  but  at  many  others  in  which  struc¬ 
tural  alterations  are  required,  and  would  under 
normal  conditions  have  been  performed,  the 
stress  of  the  war  pinch  and  bad  times  have  pre¬ 
vented  the  owners  from  carrying  out  the 
necessary  work. 

Bread  weighing  has  been  conducted  at 
bakeries  in  the  various  quarters  of  the  State,  and 
proceedings  have  been  instituted  against  the 
responsible  parties  when  deficiencies  have  been 
observed. 


In  the  Brisbane  Metropolitan  Area,  during 
the  summer  months  of  the  fiscal  year,  several 
bakehouses  were  visited  by  the  affection  known 
as  “ropy  bread.” 

In  this  condition — which  has  brought  ruin 
to  many  bakers  in  various  parts  of  the  world — 
the  bread,  usually  the  crumb  in  the  centre  of 
the  loaf,  is  slimy  and  foul-smelling,  and  repul¬ 
sive  to  the  taste. 

When  the  disease  once  gets  a  footing  in  a 
bakehouse  it  is,  as  a  rule,  an  exceedingly  hard 
matter  to  get  rid  of  it,  and  it  is  the  cause  of 
much  worry  and  loss. 

Senior  Inspector  Stewart  managed  in  a 
couple  of  instances  to  overcome  the  enemy  by 
directing  efficient  fumigation  of  the  bakehouses 
concerned,  and  by  disinfection  and  cleansing  of 
troughs,  benches,  and  yeast  tubs. 

It  was,  also,  in  one  instance  found  necessary 
to  have  the  flooring  boards  removed  and  cleansed 
and  several  inches  of  soil  excavated  in  order  to 
permit  of  a  free  current  of  air  being  secured. 

Before  replacing  the  flooring  boards  the  new 
earth  surface  was  saturated  with  a  disinfectant 
solution. 

Senior  Inspector  Stewart  records  that  one 
baker  attempted  to  get  rid  of  the  trouble  by 
spraying  his  bakehouse  with  formalin,  but 
omitted  to  close  up  the  openings  in  walls  and 
ceilings. 

In  spite  of  the  faulty  nature  of  the  “disin¬ 
fection,”  this  baker’s  bread  during  the  whole  of 
the  succeeding  week  was  free  from  ‘  ‘  rope,  ’  ’  after 
which  time  the  affection  made  its  reappearance. 

A  further  disinfection  (sulphur  fumigation) 
was  thereupon  carried  out  under  approved  con¬ 
ditions  under  the  direction  of  Senior  Inspector 
Stewart,  with  the  result  that  bread  made  in  the 
bakehouse  has  not  since  been  affected. 

In  his  report  upon  the  matter,  Senior  Inspec¬ 
tor  Stewart  states  that  it  is  doubtful  whether 
its  disappearance  is  due  to  this  later  fumigation 
or  to  natural  causes,  as  it  is  stated  to  have 
ceased  on  the  day  preceding  the  one  upon  which 
the  second  fumigation  of  the  bakehouse  was 
performed. 

This  statement  was,  however,  based  upon 
the  fact  that  no  complaints  were  received  from 
customers  on  the  day  preceding  the  fumigation, 
but  as,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  also  ascertained 
that  even  prior  to  the  first  treatment  of  the 
premises  occasional  days  elapsed  without  com¬ 
plaints  being  made,  it  is  exceedingly  likely  that 
the  second  disinfection  was  effectual. 

Concerning  the  weight  of  bread,  Senior 
Inspector  Stewart  reports  that  he  has  in  the 
course  of  his  journeys  through  the  State  come 
across  a  number  of  bakers  who  have  believed 
they  had  discovered  a  means  of  producing  a  2-lb. 
loaf  of  bread  from  dough  scaled  off  at  from  2  lb. 
3  oz.  to  2  lb.  3%  oz.,  in  place  of  the  2  lb.  4  oz. 
decided  upon  by  the  Master  Bakers’  Association 
of  Brisbane  and  District. 

One  baker  imagined  he  had  solved  the  prob¬ 
lem  by  employing  a  special  build  of  oven,  but 
was  disillusioned  by  an  officer  of  the  Department 
weighing  his  loaves. 

Another  baker  appeared  astounded  when 
the  same  officer  pointed  out  to  him  that,  after 
allowing  for  the  unjustness  of  his  scales  and  for 
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faulty  weights  used,  he  was  actually  putting 
2  lb.  4  oz.  of  dough  into  the  2-lb.  loaf  of  bread. 

Numerous  instances  can  be  cited  which  prove 
the  wisdom  of  scaling  off  dough  at  2  lb.  4  oz. 
to  the  2-lb.  loaf,  if  the  party  concerned  is  desir¬ 
ous  of  steering  clear  of  the  police  court. 

In  the  matter  of  the  carriage  and  delivery  of 
bread  to  customers,  more  care  is  now  exercised 
by  bakers  and  carters,  and  it  is  the  rule  for  cart 
alid  basket  covers  to  be  provided  by  masters. 

Where  these  are  not  employed,  it  is  usually 
the  man’s  fault,  and  in  such  instances  he  is  the 
person  held  responsible  for  the  neglect.  In  the 
wrapping  of  bread,  the  prohibition  against  the 
use  of  newspaper  has  had  to  be  relaxed  for  the 
time  being  owing  to  existing  shortage  of  white 
paper  stocks  caused  by  war  conditions.  It  is, 
however,  insisted  that  the  paper  used  shall  be 
clean. 

Milk  Inspection. 

With  a  reduced  staff,  and  additional  duties 
during  certain  portions  of  the  year,  it  has  not 
been  possible  to  bestow  so  much  attention  upon 
milk  vendors  this  year  as  formerly,  but  never¬ 
theless  a  fairly  constant  supervision  has  been 
exercised  over  a  certain  section  of  the  trade,  the 
methods  of  which  leave  its  members  open  to 
suspicion. 

It  was  anticipated,  when  the  new  “  Milk 
Sellers’  Regulations”  were  gazetted  in  the  early 
portion  of  1916,  that  the  general  public  would 
benefit  from  their  operation,  but  by  reason  of 
it  being  alleged,  almost  immediately  after  the 
issue  of  the  Gazette  copy,  that  certain  of  the 
clauses  therein  contained  conflicted  with  Regu¬ 
lations  and  Acts  administered  by  another 
Government  Department,  the  operation  of  the 
“Milk  Sellers’  Regulations,  1916,”  was  sus¬ 
pended  for  the  time  being,  in  order  to  permit  of 
some  arrangement  being  made  between  the 
Departments  concerned. 

Section  96  of  “  The  Health  Acts,  1900-1911,” 
which  prohibits  the  carriage  of  water  upon  a 
milk  cart,  was,  however,  put  into  force  in  the 
Brisbane  Metropolitan  Area,  and  the  enforce¬ 
ment  of  this  provision  is  likely  to  prove  the  first 
important  step  in  the  direction  of  discouraging 
milk  sophisticators. 

Already  it  has  had  a  marked  effect  in  reduc¬ 
ing  malpractices  by  milkmen,  and  some  half- 
dozen  vendors,  who  have  persisted  in  carrying 
water  upon  their  carts,  have  been  prosecuted 
and  fined  in  substantial  amounts  by  the  police 
magistrates,  in  spite  of  their  protestations  that 
their  sense  of  cleanliness  compelled  them  to  carry 
a  utensil  of  water  in  which  to  rinse  milk 
measures,  &c. 

The. second  link  in  the  chain  of  the  pure 
milk  crusade  will  be  forged  when  the  Regula¬ 
tions  compelling  milk  sellers  to  obtain  a  license 
and  register  their  premises  before  trading,  and 
enabling  the  Commissioner  to  cancel  the  licenses 
of  milk  sellers  found  guilty  of  misconduct,  are 
given  effect  and  put  into  operation. 

Half-measures  are  not  of  the  slightest  use, 
and  men  of  the  description  of  those  who  persist 
in  the  practice  of  milk  adulteration  after  re¬ 
peated  high  fines  can  be  dealt  with  satisfactorily 
in  only  one  or  other  of  two  ways,  viz. : — Either 
b}r  putting  them  in  gaol  or  out  of  the  milk 
business  entirely. 


Of  the  two  methods,  the  latter  is  likely  to 
be  the  more  effective,  and  the  sooner  the  Depart¬ 
ment  is  in  a  position  to  so  deal  with  the  profes¬ 
sional  milk  adulterator  the  better  for  the  public, 
particularly  the  infant  portion  of  it,  which  is 
dependent  on  the  precious  fluid  for  its  very 
existence. 

During  the  twelve  months  milk  sampling  has 
been  performed  in  the  streets,  at  railway  sta¬ 
tions,  and  in  shops,  in  the  early  morning  and 
afternoon  of  week-days,  Sundays,  and  public 
holidays. 

The  work  has  been  carried  out  on  foot,  by 
trap,  and  per  motor-car,  and  much  ground  has 
been  covered  in  the  operation. 

Besides  prosecutions  for  adulteration,  a 
number  of  milkmen  have  been  proceeded  against 
for  deliberate  obstruction  of  inspectors,  refusing 
to  supply  a  sample  on  demand,  using  rag  to 
close  can-lids,  having  dirty  and  dilapidated  cans 
and  measures,  and  for  exposing  the  contents  of 
milk  cans  to  contamination  by  flies  and  dust. 

Refreshment-rooms  and  Restaurants. 

In  spite  of  war  conditions,  drought,  and 
other  troubles,  there  has  been  a  distinct  advance 
throughout  in  the  conduct  and  appearance  of 
establishments  classed  under  above  headings. 
Improvements  have,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  not  been 
confined  to  shop  fronts,  which,  however  attrac¬ 
tive  they  may  be  made  to  appear,  are,  if  they 
cover  dirty  back  premises  or  an  insanitary 
kitchen,  merely  a  “  whited  sepulchre,”  so  to 
speak. 

"Whenever  a  whisper  of  contemplated  altera¬ 
tions  to  such  premises  has  reached  the  ears  of 
the  officers  of  this  Department,  they  have  called 
upon  the  owner  or  lessee  and  urged  upon  him 
tlie  desirability  of  including  the  kitchen  in  the 
scheme. 

As  a  result  of  this  policy,  a  number  of  new 
restaurant  and  refreshment-room  kitchens  have 
been  constructed  upon  correct  lines,  and  others 
have  been  so  fitted  as  to  make  it  possible  to 
handle  foods  therein  in  a  safe  and  cleanly 
manner. 

The  existence  of  pan  services  of  nightsoil 
removal  throughout  the  State,  and  the  undesir¬ 
able  proximity  of  closets  to  kitchens  in  the 
majority  of  instances,  makes  it  particularly 
necessary  that  special  precautions  shall  be 
adopted  in  these  places  to  safeguard  all  foods 
during  the  course  of  preparation. 

It  is  required,  also,  that  foods — cooked  and 
otherwise — exhibited  in  the  shop  itself,  shall  he 
protected  during  storage,  and  in  order  to  achieve 
this  end,  where  it  has  not  been  found  possible  to 
effectively  safeguard  such  articles  in  the  window 
or  upon  the  counter,  provision  has,  in  a  number 
of  instances,  been  made  to  protect  the  shop  and 
contents  by  means  of  double-hinged  swing  doors 
affixed  to  the  entrance. 

Other  matters  that  call  for  constant  atten¬ 
tion  in  premises  of  this  description  are  the 
quality  and  condition  of  foods  handled,  methods 
adopted  for  storing  same,  condition  of  safes, 
ice-chests,  and  the  state  of  cooking  utensils, 
crockery,  and  silver. 

- j 

Drugs. 

For  the  purposes  of  the  Health  Acts,  the 
word  “drug”  means  “any  article  used  for  or  in 
the  composition  or  preparation  of  medicine  for 


Milk  cans  and  measures  and  hygienic  milk  taps.  The  former  protected  by  covers  and  the  latter  having  plugs  cut 
out  of  solid  metal — capable  of  ready  removal  for  cleansing  purposes.  Old  type  open  measure  and  can 

in  foreground. 
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internal  or  external  consumption  or  use  by  man. 
The  term  includes  disinfectants,  germicides,  anti¬ 
septics,  preservatives,  deodorants,  anaesthetics, 
tobacco,  narcotics,  soaps,  cosmetics,  dusting  pow¬ 
ders,  essences,  unguents,  and  all  other  toilet 
articles.  ’  ’ 

Dissection  of  this  interpretation  will  show 
that  considerable  scope  is  afforded  the  Depart¬ 
ment  in  the  exercise  of  control  over  a  wide  range 
of  articles. 

Although  all  have  not  been  touched  upon 
during  the  past  year,  a  considerable  number  of 
the  lines  mentioned  have  come  before  its  officers 
for  consideration  in  some  form  or  other. 

As  in  the  year  previous,  the  Department’s 
work  has  brought  it  into  contact  principally  with 
the  wholesale  drug  warehouses,  although  a  num¬ 
ber  of  retail  chemists  have  also  been  visited. 

A  number  of  samples  of  germicides  and  dis¬ 
infectants  have  passed  through  the  Department’s 
hands,  principally  in  connection  with  labelling, 
and  others  have  been  subjected  to  chemical  and 
biological  tests. 

Tobacco  is  a  line  with  which  we  have  had  a 
good  deal  to  do  in  the  period  under  review,  also 
principally  in  connection  with  labelling,  though 
the  Department  has  upon  occasions  been  called 
upon  to  take  action  in  the  case  of  deteriorated 
and  insect-infested  lines  of  tobacco,  cigars,  and 
cigarettes  offered  for  sale. 

Soaps,  cosmetics,  unguents,  and  other  toilet 
articles  have  also  called  for  a  considerable 
amount  of  attention,  in  which  connection  it  was 
found  necessary  to  pay  a  round  of  visits  to 
departmental  stores,  tobacconists’  and  hairdress¬ 
ing  saloons,  as  well  as  wholesale  warehouses  sup¬ 
plying  such  goods,  for  the  purpose  of  correcting 
labelling  conditions. 

These  inspections  were  the  means  nf  bring¬ 
ing  a  lot  of  ancient  stock  to  light  which  had 
become  perished  and  worthless  through  long 
keeping,  besides  a  number  of  other  preparations 
devoid  of  proper  descriptions  or  obviously 
grossly  mislabelled. 

Owners  displayed  no  hesitation  in  disposing 
satisfactorily  of  the  former  and  in  either  remov¬ 
ing  from  sale  or  correcting  the  latter  upon  their 
attention  being  directed  to  defects. 

A  series  of  unofficial  samples  was  obtained 
of  various  drugs,  included  in  which  were  epsom 
salts,  castor-oil  pills,  liquid  paraffin,  eucalyptus 
oil,  aspirin,  medicated  wines,  nursery  pomades, 
cough  syrups,  infants’  foods,  toilet  soaps  and 
preparations,  soothing  syrups,  hair  dyes,  proprie¬ 
tary  medicines,  &c.,  &e. 

In  connection  with  certain  points  raised,  the 
Department  entered  into  correspondence  with 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  to  which  body  and 
its  courteous  secretary,  Mr.  Cowley,  it  is  in¬ 
debted  for  prompt  attention  and  ready  co-opera¬ 
tion  in  matters  which  have  concerned  the  welfare 
of  the  society’s  members  and  of  the  general 
public. 

Chemical  Preservatives  in  Foods. 

With  the  advent  of  Pure  Food  Acts  and 
Food  and  Drug  Regulations,  the  practice,  which 
at  one  time  was  only  too  common,  of  doctoring 
up  food  material  of  every  description  with  anti¬ 
septic  substances  of  all  kinds,  and  frequently 
with  more  than  one  chemical  preservative,  has 
happily  become  a  thing  of  the  past. 


The  public  very  properly  objected  to  being 
indiscriminately  physicked  in  its  food— in  health 
and  in  sickness— by  persons  not  qualified  to 
administer  medicine,  with  the  result  that  regula¬ 
tions  have  been  framed,  and  it  has  been  decided 
by  competent  scientific  experts  what  preserva¬ 
tive  substances  may  be  safely  employed  in  certain 
foods,  and  in  what  proportion  such  substances 
may  be  used  in  their  preparation. 

At  the  outset,  in  Qeensland,  it  was  found 
that  certain  food  manufacturers  and  packers 
were  not  exercising  sufficient  care  in  the  addition 
of  the  permitted  preservatives  to  products,  but 
since  then  they  have  been  educated  into  realising 
the  importance  of  keeping  within  the  prescribed 
limits. 

One  section  of  the  trading  community  was, 
however,  tardy  in  accommodating  itself  to 
altered  circumstances,  with  the  result  that  the 
Department  was  compelled  to  institute  police 
court  proceedings  against  a  number  of  its  mem¬ 
bers  as  a  warning  to  others. 

The  trade  referred  to  is  the  butchery,  which 
was  cautioned  by  means  of  circulars  issued  to 
all  members  of  the  Queensland  Meat  Traders’ 
Association  last  year  re  the  practice  of  adding 
excessive  amounts  of;  sulphur  dioxide,  and  prepa¬ 
rations  of  sulphur  dioxide,  to  mincemeat  and 
sausage-meat. 

Notwithstanding  this  warning,  it  was  found 
upon  certain  samples  of  such  meat  products 
being  analysed  recently  that  a  number  of  town 
and  country  butchers  were  using  S02  in  amounts 
ranging  from  40  per  cent,  to  520  per  cent,  in 
excess  of  the  proportion  permitted  by  the  Regu¬ 
lations  to  be  present  in  mince  and  sausage  meats. 

Twelve  butchers  in  Brisbane,  Gladstone,  and 
Maryborough  districts  were  prosecuted  for  this 
offence,  and  all  were  convicted  and  fined  in 
substantial  amounts. 

'  In  other  lines  of  business  the  Department 
has  had  little  to  complain  of  in  this  connection, 
and  food  packers  generally  appear  to  have  con¬ 
fined  themselves  to  the  use  of  permitted  preser¬ 
vatives  only,  and  to  have  been  keeping  well 
within  limits  in  their  application. 

One  line  of  food  product  which  was  preser- 
vatised  with  a  substance  which  is  not  included  in 
the  official  list  came  on  to  the  local  market 
through  inadvertence,  but  was  quickly  removed 
upon  representations  being  made  in  the  right 
quarter. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  it  was  found 
that  certain  lines  of  dried  fish  imported  from  the 
United  States  of  America  had  been  treated  with 
a  preservative  dusting  of  boric  acid. 

Exception  was  taken  to  this  practice,  and 
upon  the  Department’s  objections  being  commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  packers,  the  method  was  aban¬ 
doned  and  the  use  of  chemical  preservatives  for 
such  purpose  discontinued. 

General  Stores. 

General  stores  in  town  and  country  areas 
visited  this  year  have  been  found  on  the  whole 
cleanly  and  tidily  kept,  and  with  stocks  in  fair 
condition. 

In  certain  instances  where  stocks  have  been 
noted  ill-kept,  it  has  been  ascertained  that 
shortage  of  labour  owing  to  war  conditions  has 
been  largely  responsible,  and  due  allowance  has 
been  made. 
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The  majority  of  storekeepers  now  appear  to 
realise  the  importance  of  keeping  foods  which 
are  ordinarily  consumed  in  the  state  in  which 
they  are  sold  protected  from  contamination  by 
flies  and  dust,  and  a  number  have  provided 
special  cabinets  and  covering  devices  for  the 
purpose. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  a  tendency  was 
observed  upon  the  part  of  certain  grocers  to 
substitute  other  and  cheaper  substances  for  cream 
of  tartar  when  the  latter  article  was  demanded 
by  purchasers. 

Proceedings  instituted  successfully  against 
three  offenders  in  town  and  country  centres  had 
the  desired  effect  of  discouraging  a  continuance 
of  the  practice. 

A  feature  of  the  officers’  work  in  stores  has 
been  the  check  weighing  of  packed  goods,  such 
as  tea,  butter,  sugar,  &c.,  &c. 

Made-up  packages  on  grocers’  carts  during 
course  of  delivery  have  also  at  times  been  over¬ 
hauled  and  placed  on  the  official  scales. 

Stocks  of  cereals,  dried  fruits,  spices,  &c., 
have  been  found  in  cleaner  condition  this  year 
than  last,  and  canned  goods — fish  of  various 
sorts,  and  sardines  in  particular — have  been  of 
better  quality  and  in  better  order  all  round. 

Unofficial  samples  of  various  food  products 
have  been  removed  for  analysis  and  information 
whenever  deemed  advisable,  and  special  attention 
has  been  given  to  a  number  of  new  products  from 
Canada  and  Japan  which  have  recently  entered 
upon  the  local  market. 

In  discussing  results  of  a  recent  tour 
through  a  considerable  number  of  stores  in  coun¬ 
try  districts,  one  of  the  Department’s  inspectors 
states:  “Improvement  generally  is  observable, 
and  it  now  appears  to  be  impossible  to  find  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  deteriorated  goods  in  any 
one  store  to  fill  a  dray,  which,  although  it  may 
sound  an  exaggeration,  was  nevertheless  possible 
at  many  stores  during  the  twelve  months  imme¬ 
diately  following  on  the  coming  into  operation 
of  the  Food  and  Drug  Regulations  in  Queens¬ 
land.” 

Aerated  Water  and  Cordial  Factories. 

Aerated  water  and  cordial  factories  have 
been  kept  under  regular  supervision  in  the  period 
under  review,  special  attention  being  paid  to 
sources  and  conditions  of  water  supplies,  filtra¬ 
tion  of  water,  bottle  washing  and  cleansing, 
materials  used,  preservative  substances  employed, 
manufacture  and  storage  of  syrups  and  cordials, 
&c.,  &e.,  and,  last  but  not  least,  the  labelling 
conditions  obtaining.  Premises  running  “'soda 
fountains,”  and  hotels  working  their  own 
beverage  factories  and  counter  carbonating  and 
dispensing  plants,  have  also  received  the  like 
attention. 

Although  it  is  evident  that  much  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  labelling  and  general  get-up  of 
aerated  beverages  and  cordials  has  occurred  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  two  years,  it  is  still  found  that  a 
considerable  number  of  persons  in  the  trade  fail 
to  realise  the  importance  of  filtration  of  water 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  their  drinks  and  of 
the  apparatus  employed  in  the  preliminary  treat¬ 
ment  of  such  water. 

Commenting  upon  this  phase  of  the  aerated 
water  question,  Senior  Inspector  Stewart  states 


that  the  proprietors  of  soda  fountains  are  the 
persons  most  frequently  found  offending. 

He  says  that  in  many  instances  it  is  difficult 
to  discover  whether  the  faulty  condition  of  filters 
met  with  in  these  appliances  are  due  to  the 
owner’s  absolute  ignorance  of  the  nature  and 
uses  of  filters  or  are  caused  by  wilful  design. 

Some  of  the  defects  encountered  by  Senior 
Inspector  Stewart  during  the  year  were: — 

( a )  No  filter  candles  in  the  filter  case. 

(b)  Candles  not  screwed  in  sufficiently 

tight  to  the  plate. 

(c)  One  or  more  candles  in  the  ease 

broken. 

(cl)  Broken  candles  patched  up  with 
Portland  cement,  or  tied  up  with 
bandages,  or  outlet  aperture 
faultily  plugged. 

In  many  instances  it  has  been  found  that 
“filters”  which  have  been  in  use  for  twelve 
months  and  over  have  never  been  opened  or 
cleaned  from  the  time  they  were  installed  by  the 
fitter  until  opened  by  an  officer  of  this  Depart¬ 
ment. 

In  every  such  case  it  has  been  found  that 
the  candles  were  either  broken  by  the  extra  pres¬ 
sure  from  the  pump,  due  to  accumulation  of 
matter  on  the  candles,  or  had  become  unscrewed 
- — probably  by  vibration — and  were  lying  in  the 
bottom  of  the  filter  case. 

In  each  one  of  the  conditions  above  cited, 
unfiltered  water  was  passed  into  the  carbonator. 

It  is  regrettable  that  a  large  percentage  even 
of  those  users  of  filters  who  understand  that  the 
candles  must  be  brushed  and  washed  regularly, 
if  the  bougies  are  to  permit  a  free  flow  of  water, 
fail  to  realise  that  the  filtering  medium  also 
requires  periodical  sterilisation  if  the  growth  of 
bacteria  through  the  walls  of  the  candle  is  to  be 
prevented. 

From  what  the  Department’s  officers  see  and 
hear,  however,  it  would  appear  that  a  very  con¬ 
siderable  proportion  of  those  persons  using  filter¬ 
ing  appliances  in  their  business  processes  have 
but  an  elementary  notion  of  their  functions,  and 
consider  the  medium  merely  as  a  means  of  re¬ 
moving  mud  and  suspended  matter  from  the 
water. 

It  has  been  the  constant  endeavour  of  the 
food  inspectors  in  the  course  of  their  visitations 
to  impress  upon  such  individuals  the  fact  that 
the  prime  function  of  a  filter  is  to  prevent  the 
passage  of  micro-organisms  present  in  the  water 
through  the  filtering  medium,  and  that,  if  they 
wish  to  maintain  the  filter  candles  in  a  state  of 
efficient  action,  they  must  cleanse  them  at  fre¬ 
quent  intervals,  in  order  to  prevent  the  multipli¬ 
cation  of  organisms  upon  their  surfaces,  a  condi¬ 
tion  which  largely  influences  the  rate  of  growth 
through  the  candles,  and  that  it  is  absolutely 
essential  that  the  candles  every  few  days  shall  be 
sterilised  by  exposing  them  to  steam  or  by  boiling 
them. 

Occasionally  persons  are  found  who  do 
systematically  sterilise  their  filter  candles,  but 
the  too-frequent  practice  is  to  continue  their  use 
without  treatment  until  they  become  broken, 
irrespective  of  the  fact  that  they  are  overloaded 
with  the  bacteria  they  are  intended  to  remove. 

The  gospel  of  having  a  second  set  of  candles 
to  each  filter  case  is  being  preached,  so  that  the 


A  quaint  advertising  board  which  at  one  time  appeared  on  the  outside  of  a  “  soft  drink”  shop. 

Exception  taken  to  claims.  Board  removed. 
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T-  and  P’s- 


The  store  whe  re  to  buy  high- 
rlass  groceries  at  lowest  possible 
cost. 


We  do  not  buy  old  stock,  and 
then  have  to  reduce  the  prices  to 
get  rid  of  it-  A 13  our  goods  are 
fresh,  and  are  not  exposed  to 
wind,  dust,  etc. 

The  Government  Health  In¬ 
spector  has  complimented  us  on 
our  up-to-date  jnetliod  of  pro¬ 
tecting  our  Foodstuff",  and  tju-J 
cleanliness  and  general  sanita¬ 
tion  of  the  premised 

— m—  II  I  -  -J—  —  —  --  - j.j.nifii— ir  

If  good  service,-  fresh  goods, 
and  low  prices  ever  pull  trade  j 
then  it  must  he  to  this  Store. 


Cutting  from  the  columns  of  a  country  newspaper  serving  to  show  the  respect  in 
which  the  Food  and  Drug  Regulations  are  held  by  traders,  as  well  as  their  appreciation 
of  the  opinion  of  the  Department’s  officers  on  their  methods. 
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Confectionery  Making. — Moulding  jelly  goods  by  hand — an  old-time  method  of  preparing  confectionery. 


Confectionery  Making. — The  same  class  of  goods  prepared  by  machinery.  No  handling. 
Provision  made  for  storage  and  cleansing  of  starch  in  apparatus  at  rear. 
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Set  removed  for  cleansing  may  be  immediately 
replaced  by  the  sterilised  series,  and  that  the 
candles  removed  may  receive  the  benefit  of  the 
rays  of  the  Queensland  sun  after  being  treated 
and  before  again  being  screwed  into  the  casing. 

Four  cordial  manufacturers  were,  during  the 
year,  prosecuted  for  selling  compound  sarsa¬ 
parilla  cordials  which,  upon  analysis,  were  found 
to  be  adulterated  with  iodide,  which  drug  was 
present  in  the  specimens  examined  in  propor¬ 
tions  ranging  from  7  to  14-5  grains  per  pint 
(calculated  as  potassium  iodide).  A  conviction 
was  obtained  in  each  instance  and  a  fine  inflicted. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Several  cases  of  illness  alleged  to  be  due  to 
the  consumption  of  ufisouncl  foods  of  various 
descriptions  came  under  the  Department’s  notice 
during  the  year,  and  were  investigated  by  its 
officers. 

In  the  majority  of  instances  the  attention 
of  the  Department  was  directed  to  such  happen¬ 
ings  by  paragraphs  appearing  in  the  papers,  and 
in  a  few  cases  information  was  received  from 
the  police  authorities. 

The  first  intimation  from  this  source  was  in 
connection  with  an  outbreak  at  Atherton,  in 
September,  1915,  when  fifteen  persons  were 
admitted  to  hospital  at  that  town  suffering  from 
ptomaine  poisoning,  some  few  persons  after 
having  partaken  of  sandwiches  obtained  from  a 
booth  on  the  local  racecourse. 

Inspector  Wright,  who  investigated  the  case, 
exonerated  the  actual  vendor  from  blame,  and 
pursued  his  inquiries  to  the  premises  of  a  firm 
of  butchers  at  a  neighbouring  town  from  whence 
the  ox  tongue  and  corned  beef,  of  which  the 
sandwiches  were  composed,  had  been  obtained. 

Here  our  officer  found  an  ox  tongue  and  a 
quantity  of  corned  beef  in  a  decomposed  condi¬ 
tion,  whilst  the  man  who  was  in  attendance  was 
uncleanly  in  his  person  and  clothing. 

The  cart  in  which  the  meat  had  been  deliv¬ 
ered  to  the  lady  who  made  the  sandwiches  was 
next  examined,  and  found  in  an  unsatisfactory 
state  and  with  two  boxes  in  it  (used  for  convey¬ 
ing  salted  meat)  in  a  filthy  condition. 

Official  samples  were  obtained  and  proceed¬ 
ings  afterwards  taken  against  the  vendor  for  the 
sale  of  adulterated  meat,  and  against  the  firm 
for  unclean  premises,  and  the  assistant  for  hav¬ 
ing  unclean  clothing.  The  police  magistrate  con¬ 
victed  on  each  charge  and  imposed  fines  and 
costs  amounting  to  £16  3s.  6d.  upon  defendants. 

In  the  outbreak  above  mentioned  sixteen 
persons  were  affected,  but  no  fatal  cases 
occurred. 

The  meat  in  the  sandwiches  which  remained 
over  when  Inspector  Wright  reached  Atherton 
was  at  that  time  in  such  a  condition  as  to  be 
useless  for  purposes  of  examination. 

From  the  Charleville  District,  in  December, 
1915,  particulars  were  received  through  the 
police  that  the  entire  members  of  a  station  house¬ 
hold,  consisting  of  the  owner,  his  wife,  brother, 
two  sons,  and  a  male  and  female  servant,  had 
been  taken  violently  ill  with  abdominal  pains 
after  consuming  tinned  peaches  and  ginger  beer. 

Upon  the  following  day  the  owner  died.  As 
one  member  of  the  household,  who  drank  some 
of  the  ginger  beer  but  did  not  eat  any  of  the 


peaches,  was  the  only  person  who  remained  un¬ 
affected,  it  was  assumed  that  the  peaches  were 
responsible  for  the  trouble,  which  was  set  down 
as  “ptomaine  poisoning.” 

No  mention  was  made  of  any  other  articles 
of  food  or  drink  having  been  partaken  of,  and  it 
may  have  been  that  the  two  articles  specifically 
mentioned  and  held  responsible  for  the  trouble 
formed  portion  only  of  a  regular  meal  and  were 
not  the  sole  items. 

The  investigation  was  not  continued  upon 
the  Department  being  advised  that  a  medical 
man  had  certified  the  owner’s  death  to  be  due 
to  heat  apoplexy,  and  that  no  further  ill-effects 
had  been  experienced  by  the  other  members  of 
the  family  and  staff. 

It  is  not  often  that  canned  fruits  are  blamed 
for  causing  “ptomaine  poisoning,”  and  so  far  as 
I  am  aware  there  is  no  case  recorded  amongst 
British  or  Continental  food  poisoning  outbreaks 
in  which  fruit,  canned  or  otherwise,  has  been 
held  responsible. 

In  the  early  parts  of  the  present  year  a 
paragraph  was  observed  in  a  Brisbane  daily 
paper  to  the  effect  that  the  wife,  sister-in-law, 
and  infant  child  of  a  resident  in  the  vicinity  of 
Charleville  were  suffering  from  ptomaine  poison¬ 
ing  caused  through  eating  sardines. 

Upon  the  Charleville  police  being  commu¬ 
nicated  with,  it  was  ascertained  that  two  tins  of 
sardines  had  been  purchased  by  the  mother  from 
a  local  store,  one  of  which  was  opened  upon  the 
following  morning  and  consumed  for  breakfast 
by  the  two  ladies  and  infant.  About  two  hours 
later  alarming  symptoms  manifested  themselves, 
and  the  two  ladies  commenced  vomiting  and 
became  very  ill.  Shortly  afterwards  the  infant 
was  attacked,  and  a  medical  man  was  summoned. 

Dr.  A.  "W.  Fox,  who  attended  the  cases,  pro¬ 
nounced  the  trouble  to  be  ptomaine  poisoning, 
caused  by  the  sardines. 

At  the  Department’s  request,  the  two  tins 
connected  with  the  affair  were  secured  and  for¬ 
warded  to  Brisbane.  Upon  arrival,  it  was  found 
that  neither  of  the  tins,  which  were  branded 
“Smoked  Sardines  in  Oil,  packed  in  Stavanger, 
Norway,”  bore  the  packer’s  name.  One  tin  was 
empty,  while  the  other  was  unopened,  but  had 
a  small  aperture  at  one  end,  from  which  the  oil 
contents  had  leaked  out,  soaking  the  paper  in 
which  the  parcel  was  wrapped.  Judging  from 
the  appearance  of  this  tin,  an  attempt  had  been 
made  to  open  same  by  means  of  the  key  which 
is  usually  supplied  with  these  goods,  but  as  the 
tag  had  been  turned  in  the  act  it  had  evidently 
broken  off  short  and  the  attempt  had  been  aban¬ 
doned.  Sufficient  force  had,  however,  been  used 
to  force  the  joint  between  the  lid  and  the  body 
of  the  tin,  with  the  result  that  the  rubber  band 
was  torn  and  a  small  aperture  caused,  through 
which  air  gained  access.  The  contents  were, 
therefore,  of  no  value  for  purposes  of  either 
chemical  or  bacteriological  investigation.  A 
request  was  then  made  for  further  samples  of 
the  same  brand  of  fish,  and  in  due  course  half 
a  dozen  tins  purchased  from  the  same  vendor 
were  forwarded  to  the  Department.  These 
samples  of  sardines,  upon  arrival,  were  examined 
and  found  to  be  in  excellent  condition.  It  was 
apparent,  however,  from  the  appearance  of  the 
containers,  that  they  were  from  more  recent  stock 
than  were  the  specimens  first  received  and  which 
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were  alleged  to  have  been  responsible  for  the 
illness  of  the  persons  who  consumed  the  contents 
of  one.  All  of  the  individuals  attacked  recov¬ 
ered,  and  no  further  cases  of  a  like  nature  were 
reported  from  this  district. 

A  Brisbane  daily  paper  contained,  in  April 
of  this  year,  an  item  in  its  columns  headed — 

11  Factory  Girls  Poisoned — Caused  by  Eating 
Tinned  Fish”  ' 

The  article  alleged  that  twenty  girls  em¬ 
ployed  in  a  Southern  jam  factory  were  being 
treated  in  a  hospital  for  ptomaine  poisoning 
caused  by  fish  purchased  from  a  dealer  and  con¬ 
sumed  by  them  for  lunch.  Being  desirous  of 
ascertaining  the  brand  and  description  of  the 
particular  fish  involved,  the  Department  got  into 
communication  with  the  health  authorities  of  the 
city  concerned  and  was  informed,  in  reply,  that 
tinned  fish  had  not  been  the  cause  of  the  sick¬ 
ness  of  the  girls  at  the  factory  in  question,  but 
that  they  were  taken  ill  after  eating  fried  fish 
which  an  itinerant  purveyor  had  sold  to  them 
at  the  door  at  lunch  time. 

The  weather,  it  was  stated,  on  the  day  the 
fish  was  brought  from  the  market,  was  such  as 
would  be  likely  to  have  a  detrimental  effect  on 
the  food. 

Another  case  in  which  ptomaine  poisoning 
was  attributed  to  the  consumption  of  sardines 
came  to  the  Department’s  notice  per  medium  of 
the  Press  in  the  early  part  of  the  summer.  The 
victim,  who  in  this  case  was  a  workman  employed 
at  a  Brisbane  factory,  was  alleged  to  have  been 
taken  violently  ill  shortly  after  having  eaten  a 
tin  of  fish  with  his  lunch,,  and  to  have  been  re¬ 
moved  to  the  General  Hospital  suffering  from 
“ptomaine  poisoning.”  Upon  investigation,  it 
was  found  that  the  patient  had  not  consumed 
sardines  or  tinned  food  of  any  description,  but 
that  he  and  two  other  members  of  his  household 
had  been  seized  with  vomiting  and  diarrhoea 
shortly  after  partaking  of  a  dish  of  minced  veal 
which  had  been  prepared  on  a  Monday  morning 
from  the  remains  of  Sunday’s  joint.  The  only 
member  of  the  household  who  was  not  similarly 
affected  was  a  daughter  who  had  not  eaten  the 
mince,  but  who  had,  with  all  of  the  others,  par¬ 
taken  of  the  freshly  cooked  joint  of  veal  at 
Sunday’s  dinner.  The  evidence  obtained  in  this 
case  would  appear  to  point  conclusively  to  the 
veal  used  in  the  preparation  of  the  mince  being 
responsible  for  the  trouble,  the  remains  of  the 
joint  having  in  all  probability  become  decom¬ 
posed  or  contaminated  during  the  period  that 
elapsed  between  the  time  of  storage  after  Sun¬ 
day’s  dinner  and  the  subsequent  mincing  on  the 
Monday  morning.  The  facts  that  no  ill-effects 
followed  the  consumption  of  the  hot  joint  on 
Sunday,  that  all  of  those  persons  who  ate  the 
mince  prepared  from  the  cold  joint  on  Monday 
morning  became  ill,  and  that  those  who  consumed 
the  most  mince  were  the  most  seriously  affected, 
would  appear  to  confirm  this  theory.  As  to 
whether  the  mince  actually  became  infected  in 
its  passage  through  an  unclean  machine,  or  was 
in  bad  condition  previous  to  being  so  treated, 
could  not  be  determined,  as  specimens  were  not 
available.  All  the  patients  recovered. 

The  foregoing  are  typical  examples  of  a  few 
of  the  numerous  cases  of  sickness  attributable  to 
food  of  various  kinds  which  have  come  to  the 
Department’s  notice  during  the  year. 


Almost  invariably  information  concerning 
such  occurrences  reaches  the  Department  in  an 
indirect  manner,  and  after  so  long  a  period  that 
it  is  not  possible  to  definitely  fix  the  responsi¬ 
bility  or  obtain  specimens  in  a  condition  fit  for 
examination  by  a  chemist  or  bacteriologist. 

Notification  of  sickness  attributable  to  food 
is  not  compulsory  upon  either  medical  practi¬ 
tioners  or  the  public,  and,  in  the  absence  of  in¬ 
formation  which  might  be  furnished  were  it  so, 
it  is  not  possible  to  define  with  accuracy  the  pre¬ 
cautionary  measures  that  should  in  each  particu¬ 
lar  case  be  adopted  to  safeguard  the  public 
health.  Cases  of  this  description  are  usually 
indiscriminately  classed  as  ‘  ‘  ptomaine  poison¬ 
ing  ’  ’  by  the  parties  affected,  a  considerable  num¬ 
ber  of  whom  do  not  consult  a  doctor  when  they 
become  ill,  but  simply  knock  off  work  for  a  few 
days,  unless  they  are  so  bad  that  they  have  to 
be  removed  to  a  hospital. 

Therefore,  apart  from  the  cases  that  are 
mentioned  in  the  columns  of  the  Press,  there  is 
always  a  large  amount  of  sickness  which  never 
comes  before  the  public  or  to  the  ^notice  of  the 
authorities,  but  which,  nevertheless,  is  respon¬ 
sible  for  a  considerable  amount  of  loss  to  the 
families  and  dependents  of  those  affected  as  well 
as  to  the  State.  Such  cases  of  sickness  occur 
most  frequently  during  the  summer  months,  and, 
although  they  vary  in  character  and  intensity, 
appear  to  have  certain  well-defined  common 
characteristics.  If  adequate  measures  are  to  be 
taken  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  sickness  due 
to  the  consumption  of  unsound,  contaminated, 
and  poisonous  food  material,  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  all  cases  of  such  shall  be  reported 
to  Health  Authorities  and  the  Department  in 
order  that  they  may  promptly  be  investigated 
and  studied  with  the  assistance,  at  an  early  stage, 
of  the  chemist  and  bacteriologist. 

Labelling. 

No  question  during  the  entire  year  has  de¬ 
manded  more  constant  attention  or  concentrated 
effort  to  control  than  that  of  the  labelling  of  food 
and  drugs  for  sale. 

Any  wholesome  food  or  drug  product  can 
lawfully  be  offered  for  sale  in  this  State  provided 
that  it  is  properly  described,  and  contains  no 
false  or  misleading  statement,  design,  or  device 
upon  the  label. 

So  far  as  local  manufacturers  and  packers 
are  concerned,  these  conditions  are  being  fairly 
well  complied  with,  and  as  each  year  passes 
further  improvement  is  observed  all  along  the  . 
line. 

Fictitious  firm  names  have  disappeared  from 
Queensland  labels.  Local  products  are  offered 
under  their  true  description,  and  are  as  highly 
esteemed  under  same  as  they  were  when  offered 
under  a  foreign  title.  Statements  of  weight  and 
measure  of  contents  of  packages  are  plainly 
made,  declaration  of  added  colourings,  flavour¬ 
ings,  and  preservative  substances  are  legibly 
stated  upon  the  main  face  of  the  label,  so  that 
the  purchaser  has  confronting  him  the  informa¬ 
tion  which  he  is  entitled  to  receive. 

In  the  case  of  imported  lines,  however,  it 
is  not  always  possible  to  secure  the  prompt  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  labelling  conditions  prescribed 
in  the  Health  Acts  and  Food  and  Drug  Regula¬ 
tions  as  is  obtained  from  local  firms,  owing 
largely  to  the  fact  that  being  under  no  such 
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system  of  control  in  their  own  countries  they  are 
inclined  to  resent  such  requirements  from  abroad. 
Whilst  making  due  allowance,  however,  the  De¬ 
partment  is  compelled,  in  common  fairness  to 
the  business  people  of  its  own  State,  to  insist 
upon  labelling  conditions  being  observed  by  over¬ 
sea  traders,  a  large  proportion  of  whom  already 
realise  that  from  a  business  point  of  view  they 
have  nothing  to  gain  by  running  counter  to  the 
law  upon  the  subject. 

Canadian  and  American  firms  make  no  de¬ 
mur  when  called  upon  to  make  alterations,  and 
Japanese  packers,  by  their  inquiries,  appear  to 
realise  that  correct  labelling  is  an  essential. 

During  the  past  year  numerous  inquiries 
from  various  quarters  of  the  world  have  been 
made  concerning  the  food  and  drug  laws  and  the 
labelling  requirements  of  the  State  of  Queens¬ 
land,  which  would  appear  to  indicate  the  inten¬ 
tion  at~no  distant  date  of  the  parties  concerned 
doing  business  with  this  market. 

Special. 

In  addition  to  their  routine  duties  during 
the  year,  the  food  inspectors  have  performed 
special  work  in  connection  with  the  examination 
of  stores  supplied  to  His  Majesty’s  transports 
and  of  food-supplies  at  military  encampments. 

Since  the  establishment  of  canteens  by  the 
Military  Authorities  and  the  inauguration  of  the 
White  City  scheme  at  Enoggera  Camp,  matters 
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in  the  food  line  at  the  various  encampments  have 
reached  a  high  state  of  perfection,  and  those 
responsible  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the 
improvements  which  have  been  effected  in  such 
direction  during  the  past  few  months. 

Previous  to  the  Military  Authorities  assum¬ 
ing  control  of  the  food  situation,  the  state  of 
affairs  .existing  was  unsatisfactory  and  insani¬ 
tary,  and  in  the  interests  of  the  health  of  the 
troops  the  closing  down  of  the  numerous  ram¬ 
shackle  shanties  which  were  catering  for  the  men 
at  the  camp  was  an  essential  measure. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Principal  Medical 
Officer — Lieutenant-Colonel  McIntosh — the  De¬ 
partment’s  officers  make  periodical  visits  to  the 
canteens  and  stores  at  the  various  camps,  and 
samples  of  various  food  lines  are  removed  for 
analysis  as  occasion  demands. 

In  concluding  my  report  for  the  fiscal  year 
1915-16,  I  would  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  work  during  "this  period  has  been  of  an 
unusually  exacting  character  owing  to  staff 
changes  and  shortage  and  other  causes  due  to 
war  conditions,  and  it  affords  me  much  pleasure 
to  record  an  appreciation  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  inspectors  have  performed  their  duties. 

I  have,  &c., 

II.  W.  PETHERICK, 

Chief  Food  Inspector. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Health. 


REC  APITUL  ATI  ON. 


Headquarters. 


Class  of  Premises. 

Inspections. 

Remarks. 

Bakehouses  .  . 

400 

Includes  cake  and  biscuit  factories  and  bread  weighing 

Butchers 

263 

Includes  small  goods  and  meatworks 

Beverage  factories  .  . 

282 

Includes  breweries,  serated  water  and  cordial  factories 

Chemists’  shops 

159 

Includes  wholesale  and  retail  establishments  and  patent 
medicine  vendors,  barbers 

General  stores 

916 

Includes  large  and  small  grocers 

Hotels 

1,738 

Includes  town  and  country  clubs  (liquor  testing) 

Markets 

43 

Includes  fish,  fruit,  and  vegetable  markets  and  cold  stores 

Refreshment-rooms 

575 

Includes  fruit  and  confectionery 

Restaurants 

222 

Includes  fish  and  oyster  saloons,  boarding  houses  and  pie 
stalls 

Speoial 

322 

Includes  auction -rooms,  river  wharves,  night  patrols,  and 
cold  stores 

Warehouses 

377 

Includes  bond  stores  and  wholesale  distributors 

Food  factories 

225 

Includes  meal  mills,  condiment,  preserving,  curing,  canning, 
and  confectionery  works,  ice  and  ice-cream  factories 

Milk  shops  . . 

138 

Includes  dairies,  milk  carts,  and  shops 

Total 

5,660 

Townsville. 
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Class  of  Premises. 

Inspections. 

Remarks. 

Bakehouses  . . 

45 

Includes  bread  weighing 

Beverage  factories  . . 

37 

Includes  aerated  waters  and  cordial  factories 

Butchers 

32 

Includes  small  goods  rooms 

Chemists’  shops 

16 

Includes  small  goods  rooms 

General  stores 

81 

Includes  large  and  small  grocers,  etc. 

Hotels 

90 

Includes  wine  and  spirit  merchants  (liquor  testing) 

Refreshment-rooms 

103 

Includes  fruit  and  confectionery 

Restaurants 

47 

Includes  fish  and  oyster  saloons,  boarding-houses,  and  pie 

Includes  auction -rooms,  wharves,  night  patrols,  and  cold 
stores 

Special 

34 

Warehouses 

14 

Includes  bond  stores  and  wholesale  distributors 

Food  factories 

19 

Includes  confectionery  works  and  ices  and  ice-cream 
factories,  dairies,  milk  carts,  etc. 

Total 

518 
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Cairns. 


Class  of  Premises. 

Inspections. 

Remarks. 

Bakehouses  . . 

37 

Includes  bread  weighing 

Butchers 

46 

Includes  small  goods  rooms  and  slaughter-yards 

Beverage  shops 

50 

Includes  aerated  water  and  cordial  factories 

Chemists’  shops 

15 

Retail  establishments 

General  stores 

130 

Includes  large  and  small  grocers,  etc. 

Hotels 

143 

Includes  liquor  testing  and  general  inspection 

Refreshment-rooms 

79 

Includes  fruit  and  confectionery 

Restaurants  . .  . .  . . 

25 

Includes  fish  and' oyster  saloons  and  boarding-houses 

Special 

20 

Includes  auction-rooms  and  wharves 

Warehouses 

25 

Includes  bond  stores  and  wholesale  distributors 

Food  factories 

48 

Includes  ices  and  ice-cream  factories,  milk  carts  and  shops 

Total 

618 

Central  District. 


Class  of  Premises. 

Inspections. 

Bakehouses  . . 

61 

Butchers 

72 

Beverage  factories  . . 

85 

Chemists’  shops 

20 

General  stores 

206 

Hotels 

175 

Markets 

5 

Refreshment-rooms 

160 

Restaurants 

19 

Special 

20 

Warehouses 

9 

Food  factories 

4 

Milk  carts,  etc. 

29 

Total 

865 

Remarks. 


Includes  cake  and  biscuit  factories 

Includes  aerated  waters,  etc. 

Retail  only 

Includes  wine  and  spirit  merchants 

Includes  auction -marts 
Includes  fruit  and  confectionery 
Includes  fish  and  oyster  saloons 
Wharves,  slaughter-yards,  etc. 

Includes  bond  stores  and  wholesale  warehouses 
Breweries  and  wineries 
Dairies,  milk  shops,  milk  carts 
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APPENDIX  H. 

REPORT  ON  ANTI-MOSQUITO  OPERATIONS. 


In  connection  with  the  campaign  against 
mosquitoes,  the  most  noteworthy  feature  of  the 
year  was  the  rescission,  on  the  26th  May,  by  Ilis 
Excellency  the  Governor  in  Council  of  the  Order 
in  Council  dated  12th  September,  1912  (whereby 
it  was  declared  that  mosquitoes  were  noxious  and 
that  certain  measures  therein  set  down  for  the 
destruction  and  prevention  of  the  breeding  of 
mosquitoes  should  be  adopted  by  the  owners  and 
occupiers  of  all  premises  within  the  defined  por¬ 
tions  of  the  Metropolitan  Area  of  Brisbane  there¬ 
in  specified),  and  the  approval  by  His  Excellency 
of  a  set  of  regulations  issued  under  the  title  of 
‘  The  Rat  and  Mosquito  Prevention  and  Destruc¬ 
tion  Regulations  of  1916,”  which  were  published 
in  the  Government  Gazette  of  26th  May,  1916, 
and  which  took  effect  from  that  date  over  the 
entire  State. 

Part  IV.  of  these  Regulations,  which  is  the 
portion  dealing  with  anti-mosquito  measures,  is 
an  amplified  repetition  of  the  old  Order  in  Coun¬ 
cil,  but  in  Part  V.  (General)  it  is  directed  that 
the  Local  Authority  is  to  supervise  the  work  of 
mosquito  destruction  and  prevention,  and  for 
that  purpose  shall  employ  at  its  expense  such 
staff  as  the  Commissioner  shall  direct,  whilst  the 
Local  Authority  is  made  responsible  for  the 
treatment  of  lands,  roads,  sewers,  and  premises 
under  its  control  in  precisely  the  same  manner 
as  is  the  owner  and  occupier  in  respect  of  private 
premises. 

Upon  the  Gazette  announcement  appearing, 
the  twro  officers  employed  by  the  Department 
upon  survey  work  in  connection  with  Stegomyia 
eradication  in  the  Brisbane  Metropolitan  Area 
were  given  notice,  and  on  10th  June  left  the 
service. 


'The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  per¬ 
formed  by  them  in  connection  with  house-to- 
house  visitation  in  this  section  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  fiscal  year  to  the  time  of  their  de¬ 
parture  : — 


First  Inspections. 

No. 

Premises  visited 

5,896 

Tanks  found  screened 

1,532 

Tanks  found  unscreened 

5,494 

Wells  found  breeding  mosquitoes  .  . 

135 

Horse  troughs  breeding  mosquitoes 

10 

Pools  breeding  mosquitoes  . . 

24 

Rubbish  accumulations  breeding  mos¬ 

quitoes 

75 

Barrels  breeding  mosquitoes 

41 

Roof  gutters  found  defective 

46 

Surface  gutters  found  defective 

11 

Cesspools  found  defective 

3 

Re-Inspections. 

Premises  revisited 

6,695 

Tanks  found  screened 

4,985 

Tanks  found  removed 

444 

Wells  found  screened 

105 

Wells  foundfilled  in 

10 

Roof  gutters  put  right  . .  ' . . 

39 

Surface  gutters  put  right 

8 

Rubbish  accumulations  removed 

69 

Pools  filled  in 

18 

Barrels  removed 

32 

Drains  cleaned  out 

3 

Horse  troughs 

10 

In  the  performance  of  this  work  a  total  of 
4,425  notices  were  served  upon  owners  and  occu¬ 
piers  of  the  properties  and  premises  concerned. 

H.  W.  PETHERICK. 


♦ 
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APPENDIX  I. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE*  YEAR. 


Distribution  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  from  the  Brisbane  Metropolitan  Area, 

1st  July,  1915,  to  30th  June,  1916. 


Local  Authorities. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Erysipelas. 

Phthisis. 

Ankylosto¬ 

miasis. 

Infantile 

Paralysis. 

Cerebro¬ 

spinal 

Meningitis. 

Chickenpox. 

Malaria. 

Total. 

Brisbane 

86 

10 

2 

138 

21 

74 

1 

23 

46 

17 

418 

South  Brisbane 

44 

16 

1 

89 

9 

43 

1 

6 

49 

4 

262 

Balmoral 

10 

6 

17 

2 

4 

2 

7 

1 

49 

Belmont 

1 

.  . 

•  . 

•  , 

•  • 

•  . 

•  • 

•  • 

1  • 

Coorparoo 

10 

1 

10 

1 

3 

1 

2 

•  • 

34 

Enoggera 

25 

2 

30 

1 

6 

34 

4 

1 

103 

Hamilton 

3 

•  • 

2 

14 

1 

9 

2 

1 

•  • 

32 

Ithaca  . . 

23 

4 

41 

1 

14 

5 

40 

3 

131 

Indooroopilly  . . 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  . 

1 

1 

•  . 

•  . 

3 

Kedron  . . 

8 

2 

5 

5 

1 

Q 

2 

•  • 

30 

Sandgate 

6 

•  • 

2 

1 

2 

1 

12 

•  • 

24 

Sherwood 

3 

1 

9 

•  • 

2 

i 

.  . 

8 

•  . 

24 

Stephens 

16 

•  • 

20 

3 

3 

3 

1 

1 

47 

Taringa 

3 

1 

14 

•  • 

3 

1 

2 

•  • 

24 

Tingalpa 

•  • 

•  • 

.  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Toombul 

8 

2 

i 

22 

6 

4 

i 

i 

3 

9 

2 

59 

Toowong 

10 

1 

•  . 

28 

2 

11 

2 

20 

•  . 

74 

Windsor 

17 

.  . 

2 

37 

4 

12 

5 

12 

1 

90 

Wynnum 

2 

3 

2 

19 

.  • 

4 

1 

•  • 

2 

33 

Yeerongpilly 

1 

5 

2 

7 

•  • 

•  • 

15 

Total 

283 

49 

10 

500 

59 

203 

i 

4 

97 

215 

32 

1,453 

1st  July,  1914,  to  30th 
1915 

June, 

296 

41 

39 

691 

74 

222 

i 

207 

7 

201 

•  * 

1,779 

APPENDIX  J. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  FROM  OUTSIDE  METROPOLITAN 

AREA. 


From  1st  July,  1915,  to  30th  June,  1916. 


Disease . 

Notifications  Received. 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 

1,447 

Diphtheria 

•  •  •  • 

1,066 

Erysipelas 

•  •  •  • 

45 

Membranous  Croup 

•  •  •  • 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

4 

18 

Phthisis  . . 

•  •  •  • 

262 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  •  • 

264 

Cerebro- Spinal  Meningitis 

•  •  •  • 

20 

Ankylostomiasis  . . 

•  •  •  • 

21 

Relapsing  Fever 

•  •  •  • 

1 

Infantile  Paralysis 

•  •  •  • 

23 

Chicken-pox 

•  •  •  • 

329 

Malaria 

•  •  •  • 

47 

Dysentery 

. . 

. . 

3 

Total 

. . 

•  • 

3,547 

% 

[Price,  2a.  6J.] 


By  Authority:  Anthony  James  Cumming,  Government  printer,  Brisbane, 


